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ABSTRACT

This thesis provides the first comprehensxelanatiorof therelationship betweekey
factors which enabled Quakedthe ReligiousSociety offFriends)to achieve commercial
success during therst hdf of the eighteenth century. Four factdrave been identified which
combined to provide a unique environment which encouraged Fremdess: first, the
Quaker emphasis on education aadgticularlyappenticeship produced thaw materidlthat
devebped inb shopkeepers, merchants, and manufacturers; seab@das financed b
communal infrastructurerhich also provided access to businesgital; third, theunique
topologyof one,singleQuakernetworkfacilitatedand intensifiednteractiors acrosshe
entirewealth creation processnélly, theethics of theSocietyascodifiedin the Advices
within thar 'Discipling, required adherence to values dmthavioursvhich wereboth
compatble with, and actively promoted, commercial sescd ogethertheseprovideda
uniqueseculatility for members of th&eligiousSocietyof Friendsin the late seventeenth
centuy whichwould promote commercial successoughmuchof the eighteenth century,
until a combination of external changes in the wider contad a shift in the disciplinary
focus of thecentralLondon Yearly Meetingn pursuit of what they hdlto be an ancient

purity, caused a decline in their commercial efficacy



For myParents
in grateful recognition of
their love
and enduring exaphe

ArboreLatet Opaca

Xi



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

This project owes its successful completion todbetinuedenthusiasm of a small number of
people to whom | remainegply grateful

The idea of a history dpuaker Business originated wittue FriendTim Phillips, who
encouraged me to consider the ateriVith the support of Liz Redfern atite leadershipat
Quakers & Business, my desirefiad an explanation for this phenomenon became a reality.
For thislong-term supportbothpersonal and financial, | amriever in debt.

For the remarkable feat gtiiding the ship, navigating both past and through the multitude of
creeks down whichventured providingunspokerreassurance of our eventual landing, and
finally steering us safely to port, my gratitude and iaalion in equameasure is recorded to
my Ph.D. supervisoBen Pink Dandeliori nohand on the tillecould be surer.

For sharincher infectious energy and enthusiasm for unravelling the comglexiti
eighteenth century tramstlantic Quakerisml wish to thankPrdessorRobynneRogers
Heaky. Dr. Peter Collinstimely sharing ofesourcesluring theacademiglague year of
lockdownwill be long remembered as a good deed in a naughty wayldolleagues at the
Centre for Research in Quaker Studldsiversity ofBirmingham alsodeserve recognition
for providinglistening ear&nd observations throughlonghalf-decade of papers; no more
supportive group could be asked for.

For ther efforts in preparing extracts from the births, marriagelanal records, the Quaker
Family History Society deserve the histotgagratitude. Persondidnks are owed to éfstaff
atthe Codrington Library, All Souls, Oxford, thehakespeare Instityt&tratford upon Avon,
atWoodbrooke Library, Birminghangndthe achivists atFriends House Library, Londoh
should also like to acknowledge thenerousid fromBritain YearlyMeetings Adult Grant
Fund.

Finally, trueappreciations offeredto my dear wife, Anita, wh@ontinuegdespite many

more pressing concerngo endure my incomprehensible excitements, explanations, and
frustrationswith a stoicism(and good humour) approaching that dkysippus.

Xii



TABLE OF CONTENTS

1 INTRODUCTION AND LITERATURE REVIEW

11
1.2
1.3
1.4
15
151
15.2
153
154
1.6
1.7

Area of Work

Period 1689 c.1755

Quakers in Context

Literature Review

Sources andlethod
Estalishing a Qaker Ethic: The Discipline
Primary SourcesDiscipline
Establishing Quaker Commertdrimary Sources.
Method- Approach and Analysis

Thess outline

Chapter Summary

2 COMMERCIAL O RIGINS

2.1
2.2
2.3
2.4
2.5
2.6
2.7

Relevancef Commerce: historical overview 1650700
Quaker Occupational Data

Revised Register Analysis: Method and Data
Revised Register Analysis: Fimdys

Summary Findings

Quake Commerce in Context

Chager Summary

3 PROFESSIONS AND THE OATH

3.1
3.2
3.3
3.4
3.5
3.6

Quakers, the Law, and Oaths
Quakers and the Professions
Universities and the Clergy
Medicine

Law

Chapter Summary

4  ORIGIN AND PRACTICE OF DISCIPLINE

4.1
4.2
4.3
4.4

Overview

Early Advices

Evolution of Advices
Advices and Commerce

Xiii

© DN P

15
25
25
27
30
32
33
33

34
34
40
53
56
64
66
70

72
73
84
85
86
89
96

98
99
102
110
112



4.4.1
4.4.2
4.4.3
4.4.4
4.4.5
4.4.6
4.4.7
4.4.8
4.4.9
4.4.10
4.4.11
4.4.12
4.4.13
4.4.14
4.5
4.6
4.7

Affirmation (and Oaths)
Appeals
Arbitration
Civil Government
Covedousness, Plainness, and ottlenift-basedHeads
Defamation and Detraction
Liberality to the Poor
Marriage
National Stock
Removals and Settlement
Tithes
Trade
War
Wills
The Process anféractice of Discipline
Conclusion the effect of Discipline on Commerce
Chapter Summary

5 EDUCATION AND APPRENTICESHIP

5.1
5.2
5.2.1
5.2.2
5.2.3
5.2.4
5.2.5
5.3
5.4
5.5
5.6
5.7
5.8

Education in Context
Nature of Education

Charity Schools

Grammar Schools

Great Schools

Dissenting Acaderas

Home Schooling
Quakers, Calling, and Commerce
Education and the Poor
The Role of Apprenticeships
Quakers Records and Apprenticeships
Conclusion
Chapter Summar

6 EIGHTEENTH CENTURY FINANCE

6.1
6.2
6.3

Background
Credit and Debt
Interest and Usury

Xiv

114
114
114
117
117
118
119
119
121
121
122
125
126
127
127
151
152

156
156
162
162
164
164
165
166
167
171
179
183
189
191

193
194
197
201



6.4
6.5
6.6
6.7

Commercial Banking
Bankruptcy

Taxation

Chapter Summary

7 QUAKER COLLECTIVE FINANCE

7.1
7.2
7.3
74
7.5
7.6
7.7
7.8
7.9
7.10

Wealth, Social Obligation, and Inequality
The Myth of'Just Debt

The Reality of Bankruptcy

TheRelief of Sufferings

A Monthly Meeting: Peel Collections and Collective Finance

Poor Relief

Other Collections General Service of Truth
Gifts, Legacies, and Apprentices

Financial Case Study: John MathHs\Wwegacy
Chapter Summary

8 THE UTILITY OF THE QUAKER NETWORK

8.1
8.2
8.3
8.4
8.5
8.6
8.7
8.8
8.9

Traditional Quaker Network Typology

Travelling Connections

Endogamous Qmections

Political Connetions

Family Connections

Single NetworKTopology and Secular Utility

Social Network Analysis and Quaker Stakeholders
Quaker Network Effectiveess

Chapter Summary

9 UTILITY, SUCCESS, AND THE QUAKER ETHIC

9.1
9.2
9.21
9.2.2
9.2.3
9.24
9.2.5
9.3

De-mystifying the myth of Quaker Success
The Decline of Utility

Education

Apprenticeships

Collective Finance

Network

Discipline

Conclusionthe relationship between Utility, Success, and Ethics

XV

203
207
212
216

218
219
223
225
228
232
234
237
239
243
246

248
249
254
260
264
266
269
272
276
282

284
285
295
296
299
302
306
309
319



9.4 Implications for Further Research 325

9.5 Chapter Summary 327
APPENDICES

A Occupations Inventory 330
B Apprentice Fees 332
C Occupational Data Tables 336
D Extracts Advices Analysit Graphic 342

BIBLIOGRAPHY 343

XVi



List of Figures Page

Figure2.1 Occupations of the First Publishers of Truth 44
Figure2.2 Comparative Marriage Occupations 168180 46
Figure2.3 London Marriage Occupations (164849) 47
Figure2.4 Beck and Ball compared to London Marriage Occupations 48
Figure25 Registers: Duplicate Occupational Attributes 1-4889 55
Figure 2.6 Occupational TrendsAll Registers 1659849 57
Figure 27 Occupational TrendsLondon Registers 1658849 59
Figure 28 Occupational TrendsSuffolk Registers 1659849 60
Figure 29 Occumtional Trends Norfolk Registers 1659849 60
Figure 2.0 Occupational TrendsEssex Registers 1683849 61
Figure 2.1 Occupational Trendis DurhamRegisters 1659849 61
Figure2.12 Re-categorised Vann & Eversley Cohort Da&501849 62
Figure 2.B Selected Ocupational TrendsLondon Registers 1658849 63
Figure 2.4 Occupational TrendsEngland & Wales 1688811 69
Figure3.1 Guild Distribution of Marrying Quakers 166795 80
Figure3.2 Apprentice FeeslLegal Profession 1711803 90
Figure4.1 Obverse of copy oAdvices signed B.B. 1697 Balby Papers 105
Figure4.2 Marginalia from Thomas Hammond 105
Figure4.3 Balby Clerks Advice List (c.1726.1727) 108
Figure 5.1 Apprenticeships per head of population over time 182
Figure5.2 Peel Apprenticdsips (16711715) 187
Figure7.1 Cadllections for the Poor: Peel Monthly Meeting 169696 235
Figure7.2 Gifts and Legacies: Peel Monthly Meeting 16888 241
Figure9.1 CordwainersApprentices 1691819 301

Figure9.2 Estimated English Quak&opulation 1651809 323



1 INTRODUG@NAINDL T TERATURE REV

This chapter describes the main focus of the reseenath seeks aationale for the

development of Quaker wealth creatiorEinglandfrom thelate severgenh until around the
middle of theeighteenth centuryThe cantext for Quaker commercial activity is grounded on
the social origins of the Society, and the advices which governed the values of the Society of
Friends from its inceptiohThus fay the natureand development of these values in terms of
their dispropotionatecontribution to commerce has been characterised by an overriding
insistence that Quaker success originated in business practices which were uniquely ethical.
This research for #hfirst time unpacks thatoncept, and @sa systematic approadh

identify which aspects of the valueskfiendswere beneficial to commerce, and hand

why they were effective as a consequendée conclusiorchallengeshe established
relationshipbetween Ratestantism and capitalismndrevisesexistingscholaship by

establishing that success cataghose withinQuakerismwho leveraged noreligious

aspects of the Society &xhieve succes$his chapter describes the area of work, defines the
period undeexamination then sets out the primary sources and key works used for the
analysis othe Discipline? occupationsand commerceA brief description of the

methodology follows, andhe chapter concludes with an outline of the thesis structure.

1'Quakers Friends in Life and Deatfthe Society and'the Society of Friendare used here interchangeably to refer to
members of the Religious Society of Friends.

2 The term Discipline he covers the collective set of recommended conduct (Adviceskgnthtions (Rules) created by
theSociety. As dexibed in detail irChapter 4these evolved from decisions of loddeetings for Businesgheld monthly,
hence Monthly Meetingsyegional meetings (Quarterly Meetings), anddbemunications from the annual meetings at
which all Friend were represead, known as Yearly Meeting. The communications from London Yearly Meeting were
known as (Written or Printed) Epistles (WE or P&i)d selected Advices from these were ultimateliected into Books of
Extracts, which thus came to embotig Discipline, bth for guidance, and as a process.
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1.1 Area ofWork

The thesiestablishe$iow thevalues of théReligiousSociety of Friends made a positive
contribution to Quaker commexcThroughanalysis ofprimary daaand secondary literature
theextent of Quaker occupations in trade are establiskddle key factors for commercial
succesgand the mechanisms by which they artm@identified inorder toexplain howand
why members of th&cciety of Friends rose to a commercial prominence which was far in
excess of theipresence in Englanitd The goal igo offeran integratedrationale for success
currently absent from the literatutyking success witla Quakerethic defined by thealues
representedi the Quaker DisciplineThis analysisidentifies andracesa set offactors and
their impact throgh theperiodin which many great Quaker enterprises flourishatjwhich
led tothe rise othe substantial commercial figuressmedQuakerGrandeest Many of
thesedynastiegemaincommonlyinstanced(if not always as Quakgrsn association with
the industrial revolutionthe development of bankiray commerceandinclude industrialists
Darby, Lloyd, andPeasgbankes Gurney, Lloyd and Barclaygndmany brewers,
clockmakers, botanists, dispensers and dogtbswerealsofigures ofnotein ther time -
somememberf the Royal SocietyBuilding on this base allowetid subsequent Quaker
successem thenineteenth centuryncludingthe'Chocolate Trio(Fry, Rowntree and
Cadbury, Clarks, Reckitts, Hornimans, Allen and Hanbury, Bryant ang, iad more
many of which survive as trusted brand names two centurie3lom geogaphic focus for
the researcis the Quakers under London Yearly Meetingngsecords from meetings in
England supported byeference to thdlorth Americancolonieswhere requiredTheresearch

uses occupational recordsdastablisithe earlycommerciforigins of the Societyand

3 The analysis uses data from Quaker meeting registers in areas across England, and medoodsdm Yearly Meeting
(LYM). It is suggested thdurther research extend this to other geographiesGkagter 9.

4 SeeFrederick B.Tolles,Meeting House and Counting Houslee QuakemMerchants ofColonial Philadelphia, 16821763
(Institute of Early American History and Culture at Witliaburg, Va..; Univ. of North Carolina Prg4948]1963.

5 See Elizaeth IsicheiVictorian Quakers(Oxford; OUP, 1970) 182-187, am Part 11:VI passim
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examines how the dvices(whichrepresentethe values of the Socigtand which formed
the basis of the Disciplinected upon commerfeTo date theunderstanding of theseluas
in terms of tis actionhas been characteed bythe viewthat Quaker success originatieoim
adoptingbusiness practices which wareiquely ethical. Thisonception assenot only
through thepublicatiors of eaty Quakerhistorianswhich were substantially hagiograpHic,
butfrom anever wider st of academic interpretation$ Max Weber'SProtestant Ethi& the
Spirit of Capitalisnf This thesis adopts a masgstematic approackstablishing theeality

of Quéker commerce through evidence fromarriage record$andusing aranaysis of the
Disciplineto identify which Adviceswerebeneficial to commercand why*° This approach
producesan explanatiorfor Quakercommerciakuccess in terms which neithequére, nor
rely upon,Webetfs theory. It describeshow asecularutility associated with membership
couldattractand encouragtose interested in commercial activity, while theaier
Disciplineacted tgpreventbehaviours which wenaimical tobusiness suess The Society
of Friends was attractive to the tragiclass becausevitasaligned to their valuesandsome
measure o$uccess accrued tioe majority ofmemberkip who leveragedhesenonreligious
advantagesrlhis reverses the idea that success bea®wed upon Quakers as a consequence
of their Protegantism it was reitherWebefs suggestetleward from God,or the
consequence & reed to demonstrate the superiority of their belgfprominensecular
ostentationt! Important evidence which baften beenregarded as seconddsypresented as

a set of interrelated factqmctuated anchtensified by the evolving rules and mechanism of

6 As noted, Advices refers to the guidance given the Books of Extracts current during the period; where the differences in
content of the various editions of the Exteaist significantthe reference will be gan. See sg#ion 1.5, below.

7 A good example is that of Isabel GribQuakers in Industry before 180@illiams & Norgate 1930: 76-77. Cited as
Quakers in IndustryThis legacyis describedn detail inChapter 9 [Note, placeof publication omitted when London].

8 Max Weber,The ProtestanEthic and thespirit of Capitalism (Routledge Classics, [1932D01) this is the last version of
theoriginal 1905 paper to have been ameshtly Weber mself Weber's seminal work positedcausal relationship

between Protestant beliefs and the desire to achieve worldly success, while erroneously citing Quakers as an example of such
values in actionThe impact of this research on Webdneory is addresedin Chapter 9

9 SeeChapter 20ccupation's

10 See Chaptet 'Disciplin€.

11 SeeChapter 9Demystifying.



the Societis Discipline Chapter 4) The factorddentifiedare the role played by education
and apprenticghips to ensure Friendglf-sufficiency(Chapters); the role ofcollective
finance, developing from its origins alleviating earlier sufferirngfsapterss & 7); andthe
effect ofa single, dense, heork of Quakeistakeholdes acting agn intensifier Chapters).
Togetherthese acted tencourageroto- and nascerQuakerdowards an economic self
sufficiency througlcommercial activig. These themega addressed in separate sections
below, but it is theicombined impact that delivereshiquecommercal advantages which
helped tacreate eighteentbentury Quaker wealthnd which marked ouhe Religious

Society of Friend$or those interested iconmercialprosperty.

1.2 Period1689i c.1755

While earlier data is evidenceithe evidentialfocusis the period betweenhe Act of
Toleration of B89 up to themiddle of the folbwing century, while the conclusion also looks
to the halfcentury followingto trace the trajectorgf the influencing factorsrhe choiceof

both these dates requiresgplanatio. The long title of tis Act (‘for Exenpting their

Majestyes Protestasubjects dissenting from the Church of England from the Penalties of

certaineLawe$),'? sufficiently demonstratsts significance. ts passing maedthe beginning

of a new eraone in vhich the Quaker antheir meeting vasnow.

protected byaweé Hrmlongerheld life and property at the mercy of prejudiced zeal

or legalized greed. He had passed from persecutiorpedoe. His weathdreaten
Ark, which had stoutlyidden out the stornfpund itself, as by a miracle, calm
waters. It seemed a time fifitting the ship not for the fresh heroic adventure of

launcting forthinto the deep?

12 Note: in book and legislation titles, and where words appear within quotations, onmghiaigsand punctuation has lree
retaned.
B William C. Braithwaite Second Period of QuakerisiMacMillan, 1919: 160.
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In recognition of the change, tB®ciety moved towardsraore circumspect approach in
dealing wih areas of conflicivith thewider worldandin so doing ushedin that period
known to some Quaker historians'@siietist.* Quietism denotes theeriodduring which
the apocalyptic expectations of the first Quakers were replacathbyge of '‘pecular
customswhich kept the group and its identity separatenfthe world'® Theso-called
'Quietist Yearly Meeting Epistlef 1689guidedFriends to giveno offence nor occasions to
those in outward government, nor way to any controvetsezds or digactions of this
world, about the kingdoms ther&df advice whichwas largely followedhroughouthe
eighteenth centuryandwhich characterisethe intraSocietal focus of Frientdgovernance
during thatperiod The wordingmayhaveparticularimportancein its strongparallels with
thebiblical Letter to the Ephesiati$ which alsoguided a newlyfounded churclon howto
grow from diverse religious and cultal backgrounds in a hostile environmehheseverses
advisal adherents$o 'See then that yealk circumspectly, not as fools, but as
wisdRedeeming the time, because the days arg fevdshadovng the earliest written
Advices for the nascent Quaker moveméim the Elders oBalby, penned in 1656° The
Balby Adviceswerecreated following aneetingof prominent Seekefs who at that time
represented thiguestingmovement oflissentandwho documenéda set of common
practices and principles whichowld beadapted and adopted throughout the Society of

Friendsin thar books of Disciplineé® Advice 12 of the Elderllows the Ephesian

14 SeeRobynne Rogers HealgYuietist Quakerism 1692.1805' inOxford Handbook of Quaker Studiésgell and
Dancktlion, eds.(Oxford: OUP,2013) Quietism orignated inthe teachingsf Miguel de Molinos (c. 1640697), aCatholic
Spanishdivine condemned for mystical heresy in placing inward revelation above scrifitoas.been placed in opposition
to Evangelismto denote the period dominated by infacietl intropection; see \WWliam J. Frost,'George Fox's Legacy:
Friends for 350 YeatQuaker History Vol. 93,No. 1, (Spring 2004)iii -viii ; also Rufuslones;The Later Periods of
Quakerism (MacMillan, 192) Vol.1,, 57-58, fn.1.

15 pink DandelionAn Introductionto Quakerisn{Cambridge CambridgeUniversity Press, 20076, 77.

16 Yearly Meeting Epistles 1681857; cited in BraithwaiteéSecond Period44-45; see Chaptet 'Discipling for its inclusion
in the Book of Extacts.

17 Ephesians, the tenth book of the Testameniincludes relevant passages between-205

18'Advice from The Elders at Balby' reproducedrimomas DHamm,Quaker writings: an anthlogy, 16561920 (New
York: Penguin Books2010).

19 SeeChapterd 'Discipling.

20 Discussed in detail i€hapter 4



exhorationthat'none be idle in the Lord's vineyard', whitlight be taken athe mantra of

commercialQuakes 2

Thechoserend dateof themiddle of theeighteenth centurig rather lesgrecise,for while
thefactors encouraging the rise of Quakemmercial activity came togethealatively
quickly in the last quarter of the seventeenth centag/diminishing of their efficactook far
longer The date marks the poiat which the datanalysedrom Quake marriage registrs
shows that the majority of Friends were engaged in commerce, rather thaf?driaés.
decline in efficacy of théactors identifieds discussed in detail itné¢ long concluding
chapter, whictbothtraces and suggests explanationgligreffecti much of which arises
from outsidethe Soacety of FriendsWithin the Societypne characteristic dhis mid-century
periodis theincreasingefforts toengineeia reurn to what some perceived as an eaflinore
rigorous Disciplineunder Laxdon Yearly MeetindLYM) . Given the importance of
Discipline to this argument, such a developmentksidiis momentas aconvenienpivot-
point, after which the factors, whitill effective,begin todeclineasboththewider context
andthe Society siftedground, which would eventually resulttime much wider circulation

of thefirst (and revisedprinted book oQuaker Discipline fronh.YM .23

Thechange in the wider conteigtalso highlyimportant since such shifivere in many cases
towardsa more nainstream acceptanceaf not always adoptioit of Quaker attitudes to
busines practice. This is illustrated by phéblication of thdNew View of Societyy

reforming industrialistRobert Owerwhich demonstratethatapproaches to commerce

21 The significance of such industriousness is discussed in detail éoribkidingChapter 9 while its complex relationship
with the Quakerethicforms the core of Chagt 9.

22 See Chapter 2; particularly Figure 2.6.

23 London Yearly MeetingExtracts fromthe Minutes andProceedings of th¥early Meeting of Friends, held in Londp(w.
Philips, George Yat, 1783) 'Extracts Advices are cited as: Extracts, P (#A YYYYhare P= page, #A= Advice, and
YYYY=year; 'Headingis indicated where need for clariy; unless otherwise noted, the 1802 reprint by W. Phillips,
George Yard, Londors used.



characterise@Quakers were becoming current outside the Saéfé@yvenincludedin extenso
the 1695Proposals for a College of Industof Quaker John Bellergnd modestly re
assignedo himcredit forthe'new views

Whatever met can be due to an individual fordtoriginal discovery of a plan, that in
its consegances is calculated to effect more substantial and permanent benefit to
mankind than any ever yet perhaps contemplated by the human mind, it all belongs
exclusively toJohn Bellerg>

While the accuracy obwen's statemeris highly debatablé® the diffusion of suchviews,
promoted by industrial innovators likewen andsupported byotions of equalitghat spread
from slavery into prison refornall helped give birth tthe neweraof social and
philanthrgic obligation.Suchideaswere championeth Thomas PaineRights of Marf’
andexemplified by thainiversal manhood suffragkesired bythe Manchester Unitarian
intelligentsia?® al contribuedto awave on which flowda raft of legislatiorwhich
enshined significant elements ofgctices wich had formerlybe the province of the
conscientiougommercialQuaker As these values bameincreasinglyrequired by lawor
were adoptetby other patrician industrialisttheuniqueness of thQuakerapproachwas
eroded, and thesommunitariarvaluesspreadoutwards while Sidney Webb promotkas
Owen's the view of amational minimum' below whicmo-one is permitted to sinkhis had
beenpracticed by the Balby Eldersore than a century befof2@Owen anchis publications
canthusberegarded as the Storm Petrel of Refotinese works appeat a pointafter which
the context for Britisttommercial activity evolvewith rapidity, asevidenced byheflurry of

activity fromthe British @rliament whiclcreaed a statdegislated world of workThe

24 RobertOwen,NewView of Society, (Richard Taylor & Co, 1813

25 RobertOwen,A NewView ofSociety, extracted from Daily Papers 30 July, 9th & 10th Augt 1817 (Owen, 1817).

26 SeeChapter 9

2" Thomas Pain€elhe Rights of Mar(J.S. Jorda, 1791).

28 Jonathan Clarksrom Restoration to Reforathe British Isles 166A832 (Vintage Books2014): 251-255,

29 SeeB.L. HutchinsandA. Harrison,A History of Factory Legitation, (P.S. King, 1903).vii- xiv; Hamm,Quaker Writings
65, 67 (Balby V, XII).



Health and Morals of Apprentices Act 18%2heWages, etc., of Artificers, etc. Act 183%3
the Abolition of the SlaveTrade 18072 further Factory Acts ofl819°3 (andlater1831 and
1833; theRoman Catholic Relief Act (182%ndthe Refom Acts from 1832 onwards which
extendedhe franchiseAs JonatharClark notes'the British State was involved far more by
1815 than it had been in 1660, whether as tax gatherer, as bureaucratic structure, as

contractor, as employer, or wielder of arnfedte 34 But then it could hardly haveskn less

Globally, increasing specialisation charactetite response to the compleagof sourcing,
processing and selling anevermore international era of empire. In this context, Quakers
formed adeclinng group: not only as the world got biggbut in absolute terms as
membership of the Society Englanddeclined significantijoy the end of theeriodi
probablyby more tharhalf3® Inevitably, as the worltjot biggerand the Quakers smaile
the efficacy of the internalnetworks that hatielpedto createwealth in the century
following their inceptiondeclined, whilea multiplicity of extraSocietal opportunities

emergedy which any (if not all) might psper.

The Discipline which hadriginally helped unite Friends, to consolidate tHrisinesses
spread innovatigrand reinforce beaviours became increasingly regarded by subsequent

generatios as irrelevantwhen notpositively restrictive.Many of the mercantile Quaker

30 Health and Morals of Agrentices Act 180242 Geo llI ¢.73);imited working hours for those under 21 years.

31 This finally ended the formal indenture intrada undethe Statute of Artificers 1568 Eliz. 1 c. 4), which had become
outdated; se€hapter 9

3247 Gealll Sess. 1 c. 36; not the Abolition Slavery Act, later passed in 1838& 4 Will. IV c. 73).

331819 Cotton Mills and Factories A¢i9 Geo. Il c6§.

34 Clark, From Restoration to Refor48; seealsoChapter Profesions in Early Modern Englangbelow) on Quaker
occupational choices.

35 Alan Gilbert estimates the numbaf Quakers irl800 at 20,00(having fallen from Braithwaite's figure of 40,000 at the
start of the previous centuryhile the population of England rose from some 5 million to around 8 militam Gilbert,
Religion andSociety in Industrial England: l@irch, Chapel ad Social Changel7431914 (Longman,1976); see also
AndrewFincham,Faith in Numberd Re-quantifying he English Quaker Population during the Long Eighteenth Céntury
Religions10(2) (2019 for a more det&d discussion.



grandees pituced offspring for whomeither millennialisr®f or disownment’ heldanyfear,
and they took thembees and their commercial advantages elsewffgegen whe
disownmendid not feature, specifiddviceswhich had formerly been sources of benefit
subsequengl became disadvantageous or irrelevditogamy wa required to create new
unions of wealth and opportunityas was evident from the marriages of children of the great
Quaker bankeraVhen the Frencthreatened to invadandPacifism threatened the
progerity of the LondorMerchantssomeleft the Society after forming volunteer defence
corps®® With a less homogenoumetwork,arbitration was increasingly redundant where
significant contractugbartrers were not Friendés the sufferings arising frmm nonpayment
of tithes which had dominated much of thst perioddiminished, sothe attractions of land
holding increasedhithe uncertain climate of pesvolutionary France and America, notdea
after the burden of taxation was shifted to incdftiehe commercial world that was to

become Victorian wouldun on different rails.

1.3 Quakers in Context

It is important tcset the context for sectariafiegianceduring the formativépre-Quietis)
period of 165601689in orderto establistwhy, for an infomed (if not educated) Christiathe
decision to become@uakermrepresented a reasonable choice. Tédgiires a review of the

events preceding Fox's preachiagd an understanding of the state of mind of those who

36 Millennialism, (also known, after the Gree&s chiliasm) concerns the rule of Christ and the saved for one thousand years,
as describd in Revelations 20:4; some contemporaries of the Quakers, notably the Fiftrthjolian, combined this with

an interpretation debwchadnezzar's Dreaof a fifth, indestructible, civilizatio{Daniel 2:35) andisednumerology
(Revelations 13:18) to @htify 1666 as a start date; deavid Brady,1666: theYear of theBeast (ManchesterJohn Rylands
University Library of Manchest, 1979).

37 Disownment describeséipractice of the Religious Society of Friends of publicly rebuking Quakers who haddwalk
disorderly'and remained recalcitrant; while the offences which mighgén disownment changed, it was always considered
by Eldersbefore sanction. Disownment wast always permanent.

38 SeeJacob M. PriceThe Great Quaker Business Families of EghthCentury London: The Rise and Fall of a Sectarian
Patriciatg in Richad S DunnandMary Maples Dunn, exl, The World of Wilam Penn (PhiladelphialUniversity of
Pennsylvania Pres$986) seeChapter 9

39 william Beck and T.FBall, London Friends MeetinggF. Bowyer Kitto, [1869] 2009 151. Families citedrom
Gracechurch méiag, incluced'Lloyds, Hanburys, Osgoods, Mastermatrs.

40 See Chapter &inancial Context



joined themovement It prompts the conabkion thafor many- perhapsnost- Quakerism

was a pratical optionfor those who took personal responsibility for providing both for their
earthly selvesrad their soulsTherehas always beemspectrunof views on the underlying
motivatiors of GeorgeFox's Quakers. At one end, proposedh®s Marxist histoan
Christophemill, is the notion that they were revolutionaries in the vanguard of a movement
thatinevitably swept across Englarmithe wake of Stuart absolutisihAt the other,
championed byrufus Jones and his followers, is a viewaohovemenivhich was'at heart,
profoundly mysticdl*? In betweensome consensus forrasoundthe view that theyvere'no
doubt genuinely uncertain how to relate their new insights about the eternal Christltb the
verities about the Saviod The rationaldor all who took a decision to join the Quakers had
'its roots tangled amid the radical impulses ofdbe of the English Revolutibtf As Hill

puts it, Quakers at this time suffered

the dilemma of a hight individualistic religion which grew up ia millenary
atmosphere and was at first organizationally influenmathly by a desire to hinder

hindrancego spiritual freedont®

For those engaged in trade, Quakerism was less about social revolution (aaé&ys b
business) and more about bebestprepared fothe next worldhroughpursuing religious
freedom mostsimply defined as the eradication oighalergy and relief from the burden of
church taxation the detested tith@he century into which Fowas born saw perhaps the

most disruptive and revolutionacollection of changes ever experienced by the inhabitants of

the British Isles’® R.H. Tawney notes that in thériple reconstruction, political, ecclesiastical,

41 Christophetill, The World Turned Upside DowfPenguin Book, 1991).

42 RufusJones)ntroduction in Braithwaite Second Periodkxiv.

43 Melvin B. Endy, The Interpretation of Quakerism: Rufus Jones andtitiss’, Quaker History Vol. 70,No. 1 (Spring
1981): 15.

44H. Larry Ingle,'From Mysticism taRadialism: Recent Historiography of Quaker Beginnin@slaker History Vol. 76,
No. 2 (Fall 1987%: 79.

45 Hill, The World Turned 16; note thaéconomic moties existed from the stadrfthose who rejectedithes.

46 SeeHill, The World TurnegdBraithwaite,Second PeriodArnold Toynbee An Histotian's Approach to Religior{Oxford:
OUP,1956); R.H. Tawney,Religion and the Rise of CapitalisfiMentor, 1953)
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and economic, through which Englapaissed between thegmada and the Revolution, every
ingredient in the aaldron worked a subtle change in every otéGociety was materially
defined by religionwith the'divided mind of secular and sacredidressed by E.Eastle in

his 1941 Swarthnte Lecture not yet a facet of daily lif€The Anglicanchurch hadinally
become established aftewultiple incarnations'® and only the most ancient could recall a time
before theElizabethan Prayer Bodkad excisedi¥e out ofeverysix ‘holy daysrestfrom
labour®® David Cressy argues that the calendar eedlinto ahighly charged and potentially
divisive symbol of thainresolved business of the reformati@md ultimately into
battleground for Catholics, emergent Puritans, and Laudites which walylte resolved by
thegrowing secularisation dhe poitical sphere which ended th&ge of Faith °! For at least
the first half of theseventeentkentury,the shadow of national religion hid a mass of
superstitions which were shared by the lowesthaghest in the landwith a range obeliefs
from alcheny to witchcraft3? James | was active in the hunting of witches, and wrote in
detail of the powers of the Satanisfgowers which he reassog asserted would desert them
if Magistrates were not slothff James signed the execution of thet taartyred lereticto

be burnedss late ad611.>* Crucially, for much of the century, the date of 1666 hinted at an
imminent coming ofthe Word',and mssibly the enaf this world - indeed for some, the

removal of King Charles would only be justified by the arrdfaKing Jesus® By no means a

47 Tawney,Religion and the Rise of Capitalisin

48 E.B. Castle The Undivided Mind(GeorgeAllen & Unwin, 1941)

49 The 1571definition of the 39Articlesof Anglicanism, from the 10 Articles of 1536, via the 6 of 1539 and the 42 in, 1552
took 35 yearsgxcluding the reign of Mary). Debate continuedd aftervide Bramall, 1654

50 David Cressy'The Protestant Calendar and the Vocabulary of CelebratiBarly Modern EnglandJournal of British
Studies Vol. 29,No. 1 (Jan., 1990)34. Holy Days wereeduced from 125 to 27.

51 Cressy 'The ProtestanCalendar43.

52 See Crawford GribberAngds and Demons in Cromwellian ands$®eration Ireland: Heresy and the Supernatural
Huntington Library QuarterlyVol. 76,No. 3 (Autumn 2013)379, particularlyonthe ghost of Colonel 'Bowen &wanzey'.
53 Jame |, Daemonologie, In Forme of a Dialogie Wiled into three Booke@Edinburgh.]: Robert Waldegrave, 159%7%50;
Epistemon is most reassuring to Philomathes on this.point

54 Francis W.X. Fincham,Notes fran the Ecclesiastical Court Redsrat Somersetdtise' Transactions of the Royal
Historical Society Fourth Series, Vol. 4 (192 117 Bartholomew Legate burned at Smithfield March 1%, 1611 (Old
Style); he was theologically a Unitarian.

55 Hill, The World Turned 72; on the Fifth Monarchists
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uniquely seventeenttentury phenomenon, millennialism caught the imagination of the
English through a combitian of social turmoiland a superstitious numerology that was not
informed by any wide knowledge of gematria a tirigins of isopsephiaraking personal
control of one's soul would appear rational in such a contextyaris$ such as George Fox's
Bookof Miracles® were conpiled to adduce reasons why his version of control was to be
believed.The unquestioned placé establishedeligion remainedat the top of theaxial
pyramid, where ibothsustainednd was supportdaly adivinely appointed king. Jaeshad
made clear Isi personal views okingship and the dutiful role of the subjegbing as far as

to include the notion of a wicked#ting sent by God as a punishment for a sinful poputbus.
The Gunpowder Plaif 1605hadfuelled acountrywide fearthat there were thossbroad

who would destroy the natierhead firstPublic revulsion at the plot stigmatised ) and
raised up allegiance as the highest virtaevirtue tested by the oath of allegiafig®uring

the interregnum, when Christmas ahd rest of thénoly seasonswvere suppressed, the fifth
of November alone was permitted to remain as a nati@ya’dThe Plot- with its
associations of subverting the establishmembuld remain the landmark event for the
majority of Englishmen whoreounteed Fox, his Quaker messagand theQuaker refusal to

swear oathsAfter 1633,the tolerance of Archbishofbbot (for whom both th&elative

56 George Fox'®0ook of Miraclesvas compiled during his lifetime, drlescribed over one hundred and fifty cures he had
achieved through 'God's power'. This work subsequently vanished, but a suggested reoartsiged on a contemporary
index was produceby HenryJ. Cadbury in 1948.

57 James I'Srue Law of Free Monattdes (Edinburgh Robert Waldegrave,598) sets out higersonal style of absolutism,
and theBasilikon Doron (Edinburgh Robert Waldegrave,59) offers his guide to the management of mahgr It was
reprinted 'in hugnumbers' ahead of James' arrivaKang in 1603 see Graham Rees and Manakely, 'Folios Fit for a
King: James |, John Bill, and the King's Printers, 28680, The HuntingtorLibrary Quarterly, Vol. 68,No. 3 (2005) 471
58 The PopishRecusants AdL605 3 Jac.1, c. 4) immediatelylfowed theGunpowder Plgtand was an extension of the
existingAct Against Recusan{4593 35 Elizabeth, Cap). It prevenéd Catholicsrom practising the professiofiaw and
medicing, actingas aguardianor trustee and it alloved magistrateso search their houses farms A newoath of
allegiancewas created to dertiie power of the Pope to depose monarchs rétigsantvas to be fined £60around£12,000
in modern terms)or to forfeit two-thirds of his land if he did not receive thacramenof theLord's Suppeat least once a
year inhis Church of Englangarishchurch Full text in HenryGee and William John Hardy, edDocuments lllustrative of
English Church History (New York: Macmillan, 1898)498-508.

59 Cressy 'The Protestant Calenda#0.

12



stability and inclusiveness of the Jacobean chuvele of prime importanc®)became
transformed into th sustained pily of extremism as practiced by William Lawhdthe
establishment found itself at odds with mamyhe country. Laud's soteriological anti
Calvinism contributed to clerical insecurlly sanctioninghe persecution of all who did not
subscribe explicity to the 39 Articlesthusalienating many traditionaCalvinist Puiitans.

With the failure of te King'sParty, both vould ke executed (Charles I in 1649, Laud four
years earlier) as part of a process which reduced both monarch amatbisloonponentef a
political statewith limited authority Early Quakeldsaac Penington was 3@ars oldvhen

his father supervisefirchbishopLaud's executioin 1645(although it is notlearif this
accident of fact had any impact maac'slecisionto join the Saiety of Friendsn 1657) 8*

All the above contributed to the uncertainties felt by individualssadiwe countrybutthe
failure of the regicidespiscopicide to deliver material improvements during the interregnum
created a voidhto which the sectareexpanded Quakers includeff The social fractures
arising in the parish because of wrangles otargical conformity gave momentum to wider
issuesand br those seeking purification and more, the situation in 1650 was but a poor
apocalyse which spurred a search for greater reiglalt was against this backdrop that
itinerant preachers such asxHmured out theiinsightsas prophesy itself a further sign that
these were indeed thatter daysspoken of by scriptur® Groups ncluded theFifth
Monarchists(described a%he political zealots of Puritanishwhowishedall civil authority

toreside in a church of the godlgnd whose rising would cause the imprisonment of many

60 Kenneth FinchaniAbbot, Georg€1562 1633), (Oxford Dictiorary of National Bigraphy 2004) 'ODNB'; Abbots

Briefe Description of the Whole Wor{@i599)remainsa genuinely engaging regakgrhapsot least because it fldly
unclutteredby a single map

61 Keith Lindley, 'Penington, Isaac (c.1584661), (ODNB, 2004); Isaaseniorwas lieutenant of the Tower of Ldan from
16421645. He was also a City Sheriff, Alderman, knight, Governor of the Levant company, member of parliament, Prime
Warden of the Worshipful Compg of Fishmongers, and a merchant and estateepof signficantwealth. He died in the
Tower in 1®1 following trial for High Treason on the Restoration, aged 77.

62 Hill, The World Turnedd7.

63 SeeKenneth L. Carroll)Early Quakers aniiGoing naked aa sigrd, Quaker History Vol. 67,No. 2(Autumn1978): 69

87.
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Quakers for the first months of 166their 'extraragarce2019was assobriety compared with
the obscurantist convictions of the Muggletonians, nourishing their daittof the
Apocalypse® The Ranters, by contrast, attracted desstencouraged by frespirit moral
laxity and'a cheap, haltligested giritualism.®® The masses remained in a stateoncerned
puzzlement. A broadsheet ridiculing dissenters depi@seke’r looking both prosperous and
perplexed, with his hat politely doffed in his left hand, with a verse beneath:

All Ordinances, Churcland Ministry,

The Seeker that hath lost lisaten way,
Denies: for miracles he now doth waite,
Thus glorious truthseveald are out of date:
Is it not just such men should alwaies doubt
Of clearest truths, in Holy Writ held offt.

Such'miracles weregenuinely anticipated: Samudtepysrecords tht hewas offerecbdds of
10:1 on thetrue Messiah' arriving before 1668In this context we should consider Fox and
his early proselytisergh(e'Valliant Sixty') asa not unfamiliarconceptfor the populacesather
their uniqueness arisésom the notion ofopenings' gainedthroughthe Light of Chrisf®

With the breakdowif confidence in established forms of religfSiihe prophéc aspect of
Quakerism irattracted support from across sectarians. It apdsaionglyto theSeekers,

who while not a movement in either the doctrinal or organisational $&wsee those

sgious minded peopleéwidely scattered™aroun

64 Braithwaite,Begnnings of Quakerisng-12, 19.

85 RufusJonesStudies in Mystical ReligioiiMacMillan, 1909): 469; quoted in Braithwaitdeginnings of Quakerisr@2; in
an antihireling publication of 1737 (attributed to Joseph BesRantismis curiously defined:'That taking of Money formay
of these sacred Offices, as Marriages, Bapii alias Rantsmé ' (Philialethes;The Clergys Ple& , (T.Cooper, 1737): 56.
66 Anon, A Catalogue of tb Several Sects and Opinig(R.A., 1647.

67 SamuelPepysDiary, 19th February 1666(The Shorter Pepysd. Robert Latham and William Matheenguin, 198)
586.

68 The case for the influence of Jacob Boehme's ideas of openings, flaming sword ahedilgigly upon Quakers noted by
Braithwaite Beginnings of QuakerisM0-41, hasbeen effectively refuted by Steph@fright's thesisAn investigation into
the possible transfer of theology and practice from continental Anabaptists to the first QBaKetisesis University of
Birmingham 2013

89 Hill, The World Turned 88

0 Barry Reay,The Quakrs and the English RevolutiofTemple Smith, 1985 14.

"1 Rufus Jones, Introduction' to George Faxarnd, 8.
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and aproduct of the religioutravail of the agé? A bdief that the day of theord was at hand
'united them the more closely both to primit®hristianity and to prdmetic religion,”® and it
was this unity that enabled the Quakers to accept as Friends a memtieisbduld not only
create but subscrilie the 1656communitariarAdvices of the Elders of Balbys the

century moved on, and the end of the world remaawepicuous by its absence, a
semblance of normality slowly returned, beginning with the Restoration of the monarch in the
person of Chadsll in 1660, and more significantly tHE&689Act of Toleration, which

marked a decline in fear of Dissent. The Kira continued to follow their Advices, but as
Howard Brinton notes, while prophesy and miracles went together in the mind of the early
Seekers, by the end of the century Quakers had changed hettimhes’* Henry Cadbury
illustrates this transition with later assertion by William Perthat'truth, reason, equity,
holines' were morsublime arguments by which the Quaker maintained theiir tfzan

miracles’® The reasonable Quaker had arrived.

1.4 Literature Review

This section reviews the current literatuvkich has attempted taddresshe relationship
betweerthe Society of Friendvalues in the long eighteenth century and their positive
contribution tocommerceexplaining the Quaker rise soicommercial prominence which was
disproportionate ttheir numbers From the perspective of Quaker scholarship, Pink
Dandelion has defined the long eighteenth century (whidhdesQuaker Quietisri as
running'from 1690 into the 182Qmoing this isan'underresearched and misunderstood' era

in Quaker history® While more work has been done in the last decade, out of almost 200

72 Braithwaite,Beginnings of Quakerisras.

73 Braithwaite,Second Perioc249.

74 Howard H.Brinton, review of 'George Fox's 'Bookf Miracles' byHenry J. CadburyBulletin of Friends Historical
AssociationVol. 38,No. 1 (Spring 194% 41-43.

75H.J. Cadbury, edGeorge Fox's 'Book of Miracle§CUP, 1948)30.

76 Dandelion An Introduction to Quakésm, 77.
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works referenced in DandeliorExtended Editorialreview of Quakesclolarship in 2009,

less than fifteen include the eighteenth century, and only a handful concern Quaker
commerce.Of these, most are the work of historians who, unlike previous generations of
writers on the subject, do not personabyry a Quaker inhé@ance. Almost all seek to impose
a structure on their subject: Richard Vann, Christopher Hitk MariettaBarry Reay,and
JamegdNalvin are in this sense no different. A distinction may be made between academics
who areinterestedn aspects of the gelopment of the Society of Friends, and those who use
Quakerism to support wider theorids. general, the former sghe Society as moving

through a traditional set of (more or less established) positionings: first from inspirational
millenarians to peseated sect, then (pce3ioleration), a passive, incubatomyuietist' period,
which then blossomed into a triumphsafcial activitism, from which egalitarianism,
abolitionism, pacifism and philanthropy would delin€atedern’ Quakeattributes by the
begnning of the nineteenth century. The second group of historians have often found a use
for Quakers to illustratether frameworks; not least the Marxist interpretations of Hill and
Reay whichhassubsequelht influenceddebates amagst Quaker scholatsying to establish

the extent of proletarian values in early FrieWdBhe temptations of Marxist interpretation
hawe even on occasion attracted those with a Quaker heritage: Douglas Goyersant
Crucifiedmakes uniquely revoluti@amy claims for the &liest Quakerism using such an
approach, albeit his findings are both essentially theolggindldemand a fundamant

change in Quakerisimefore1656/8 Subsequent writers, not least Adrian Davies and James
Walvin, have taken a mosg/nthetic approach, lich has rendered thgeculiar people' more

rational, and consequently more comprehengible.

"7 Discussed in deilan Chapter9.

"8 DouglasGwyn, The Covenant Crucified: Quakers and the Rise of Capita(Bhiladelphia: Bndle Hill, 1995; compare
Brinton's observatigrabove Many historians would see the Quak as requiring a longer period to evolve before anii s
'revolution’ could occur.

9 Adrian Davies, The Quakers in English Society, 166625 (Oxford: Clarendon Pres200Q: 75; 'peculiar peoplds a
reference t®euteronory 14:2; JamedNalvin, The QuakersMoney and Morals(John Murray 1997).
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The major works on eariQuaker history remain William Braithwaitdgginnings of
Quakerism(1912) andSecondPeriod of Quakerism(1919).A Quaker from a famyl of
Quakers, Braithwaite as a historian is feased, chronological, and reluctant to impose
theory on the developmeof the movement. It is important to acknowledge that Quaker
commerce has been a minor concern to almost allrt@istoof this early the,and it is
therefore as an incomparable source of both origins and context that Braithwaite's works
remain essentido this study?® Rufus Jones, following on with higo-volumelLater Periods
of Quakerismbelieved thatighteenthcentury Quaker histgrseemed to manygull and
uninteresting®® His workwas critical ofsomedefinitions of 'Quietism’, busee Quakers
througha personal prisrm fundamentally mysticaheologicalterms(an attribute which has
notproved to have been of importance in this res§&fchiVhile thesewvorks open th@eriod
Elizabeth Isichei'sVictorian Quakerg1970) provides a comprehensigndpoint®3 Ensuring
the intelle¢ual coherence of the temporal joaybetween these two sets of scholarship has

been one major method by which the conclusions from this redearelbeen validated

The field ofeighteenth century Quaker economic higtig largely untilled: key sources

remain Quaker records relatinggovernance, the testimonies of contemporary Quakers, and
a handful of historic studies by QuakeBy far the mosimportantwork addressing

comnerce during th@eriodremairs Arthur Rastrick's 1950Quakers in Science and

Industry?* being without equal idetil, if lacking analysisRaistrick uses a business sector
taxonomy to address sequentially discrete types of Quaker activity, and deatdaically
within these to establish ddepments in both it sector and Quaker connections. The work

displays awealth of detail, not least in areas where Raistrick himself was an expert, such as

80 But see this section below for a discussion of the contribution of Vann and Davies in respect of early Quaker occupations.
81 Rufus M.JonesThe Later Periods of Qkarism (MacMillan, 1921: Vol. 1,5.

82 Jonesinterpretation has been much criticised in fuseeChapter 9

83 Elizabeth IsicheiVictorian Quakers(Oxford: OUP, 1970).

84 Arthur Raistrick,Quakers in Science and Indust(Yhe Bannidale fess 1950).
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seventeenttenturymining and subsequembn manufacttng. It also contains multiple
examplesgomeillustrated by genealogical tables) of intefationships betweeQuaker
families over many generations. As such, it represents a substantial repository of information
which has no equal. The work opens vathrief introduction to Quakerism, whictiempts

to provide some explanation of the Quaker commercial sucess#bed, andconcludes with
ashortsummary, outlimg why the author believes he has identified a uniquely Quaker
phenomenonOn publicaton, fellow Quaker historiafrrederick B.Tollesnoted the work's
lack of analysis andregretedthe consequent faire to address the central question of
Quakerism's connection with the capitalist spitRaistrick's work mentions many of the
components of the factors identified in this researcbaasributors' to Quaker success,
without addressing why. A fundamahtommitment to his personal understanding of
Quakerism leads him to conclude that thesnimportant factorvhich predisposed the
Quakerto success were thieigh qualities of mind andpirit that were characteristic of many
Friends®® Without evidencer analysis he repeats theditional'Quakerexplanatiorthat
commercial success waaused bythe exclusion of theSociety of Friends from professions,
universities, the clergy andase offices anteven most trade®’ and makes the erroneous
suggestnthat'in the ordinary way such a group of people would have sent a high proportion
of its members' into such occupatidfisin describing Quaker service to the community,
Raistrick onits the key point that this commitment wasgely confinal to themembers of
the Society of Friends, and failseéagage wittthe realities of Quakesocialprovision®® His
claim thatthe desire for wealtfor its own sakevas regarded as a $fhi's heavly diluted by

a tacit acceptance that weattiight bejustified onothergrounds- ironically through

85 Frederick B Tolles,review, The Journal of Economic Histaryol. 12,No. 1 (Winter, 1952 71-74.
86 Raistrick,Quakers in Science and IndustA2;

87 Raistrick,Quakers in Science and IndustAs; see Chapter'@ccupaibns, and Chapter.5

88 See discussion i@hapter 3Professions in Early Modern England

89 See analysis and discussion Chapt&dllective financé

90 Raistrick,Quakers in Sciere and Industry43; (italics addejl
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providing freedom fronworldly concerns which sits most uncomfortably with his
concluding summary which correctl{ages that:

It is probably fair to ay that the problem of accumulating wealth was not sisti
call for much comment within the society, until well into thghéeenth century, and
that through a great part of the first century of the Society's existence, the fact of
possession of meanyg bome and not by others was just taken for granted and

accepted!

Most unfortunately, Raistrick allows himself to constraiconcluding conceit whereby
Quaker commercial prosperity was a rewarddoing the extra mile' in exercise of a
justification that, while compelled by law to appépoor and disobedntcitizens' they were
in fact, more serviceable than m&tThe work has (once) been describetvasy
readable®® but alsdfor the most part, a drgsdust biographical account of the dayday
occurrences in the lives of his subjecesjuiring] a special mania for reading and
remembering unessential detailghe lives of Quakers during this periddiit as the latter

that it still serves well.

Frederick B.Tolles wrote a major contribution understanding Quaker commerce and its
context in hisl948 Meeting House and Counting Houslee Quaker merchantd oolonial
Philadelphia, 16821.763°% Tolles contribution is very different from that of Raistrick: while
the promise of the title is delived, Meeting House & Counting Houselditionally surveyg a

landscape far wider than the Philadelphia merchant, as Tolles' examination includegs both

91 Raistrick,Quakers in Science and IndustB9-340. Note also’social and eznomic differentiations between persons took
on a very minor importance and were never allowddttade very far into the personal relations between indivit(28§).

92 Raistrick,Quakers in Science and IndustBa8.

9 Francs D. Holejreviewof Raidrick Quakers in Science and IndusinyBulletin ofFriends Historical Association Vol.

40, No. 1 (Spring 195} 46-47.

94 PercyBlack, reviewof RaistrickQuakers in Science and IndusinyTheScientific MonthlyVol. 73,No. 2 (Aug., 1951)
139140

9 Frederick B.Tolles Meeting House and Counting Housiee Quaker merchants of colonial iRluelphia, 16821763

([Pub. for the Institute of Early American History and Culture at Williamsburg,Byathe Univ. of North CarolinBress,

1948] New Yak: W.W. Norton, 1963).
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origin and the legacyTolles places strong emphasis on the importance of trade, noting the
Philadelpha Quakerssingleminded devotiorto mercantile pursts',*® while acknowledging
that the community sought a balance between the creation of personal'vitids i their

due place are not to be neglected’) and the erectiderples of holiness antyhteousness,
which God may deligt in'.®” The resoltion of this conflict is key to understanding how an
individual could be both Quaker and merch&rand how, by aligning with core Quaker
valuesmany ouldrise to become &randee'.Tollesnotes tharising wealththrough dint of
industry and thrifttharacterised Philadelphia socigfhe also acknowledge®gative
contemporary portrayals of Quaker business practigésout acceping their veracity or
drawing conclusions as to theirigin; instead, he draws a portrait of threisinessman

inspired by Fox's demand for integrity, but less concerned by the burdens arising from great
trade than the benefit® Tolles' anecdotal evidence for success is backed up by
disproportionately higinumbers ofQuakers featuring in tax retutribolles claims Quaks

'took for granted' the concept ofcalling’, in which they would not live idle, and states that
all accepted that their purse was to be drawn on for the good of the Society of EYiehus.
guestia of the degree to which this claim upon personaltvéeecame a rationale for
acquiring more, or how later Grandee Friemdght extend philanthropy beyond the Society
to justify its possession, is left unanswered, perhaps being sometenahafperid covered,
but Tolles cites Anthony Benezet and J&dMaoman to indicate the vector of change in

regard to what Friends would expect in terms of social equality. Ultimately, Tolles brings us

9 Tolles Meeting House an@ountingHouse 85.

97 Tolles Meeting House an@ountingHouse 63.

98 Tolles Meeting House an@ountingHouse 82; Thecritique of Acquisitivenes and Webearediscussed itChapter 9

9 Tolles Meeting House rad CountingHouse 46. Tolles noted Benjamin Franklin, however, unlike Welpally appreciated
that Franklin wasievera Quaker.

100 Tolles Meeting House an@ountingHouse 46-47; Pennsylvani@Quakers also hadtaess to the political and professional
areras: thisseens to have had no diluting effect otineir commercial successndedl, thiswould havecreated furthenodes
and edges in theetworkto enhance both secular ugiliand the effect of Discipline (s€hapter 8NetworK and Chapted
‘Disciplin€).

101 Tolles Meeting House an@ountingHouse 110; theirradicalism was dalimated into philanthrogy
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the prosperous, common sense Quaker of the peinody b life'of the best sort, but plain’,
comfortable in the kneledge they could absorb individual losses without sinking, believing
their standards made for a better society; a Quaker whose religion occupied an established
place, and for whom any coitfls were besresolved economicali{?? Tollesalso
acknowledgeshie shadow ofThe ProtestanEthic; noting thatWeber'sknowledge of
Quakerismwasthe result ofshrewd and fruitful insigis rather than a wide readingQuaker
sources!®he'ad mi t s é a ¢\ between theCalvinistic ethic of the callingnd

'work, which declares that the earning of money with certain precautions is alloi¥able
Ultimately Tollesrefuses tdventure into the disputed realm of priority or to take a position on

the moot questn of whether the Protestant Ethic created modapitatism'1°°

Richard Vann's major contribution development is contained ih988 workThe Social
Development of Englh Quakerismwvhich established how the composition of the Society of
Friends evolvd from its early enthusiasm to the Quietist positibeetings set up to support
the sufferings brought on early conflict evolved into a nationatganisation for disciphe.
With his research intthe sociabrigins of Quakers, Vann begins to explbev
contemporaries understood, amskd the Society. Vann's work illustrates one of the central
challenges of contemporary Quaker scholarship: that of a seemingly dtalleskregional

or subregional studies whicmécesarily) apply differing methodlogies to more or less
incomplete datato generat@éevitablymorenuan@d views which add to tHmicro' view
without increasing overall clarity. Yet in the searclestablish precisely hgwhere, and at

what point Quaker social origindiffered % previous scholarship has failed to address the

102 Tolles Meeting House an@ountingHouse 123

103Tolles Meeting House an@ountingHouse 266.

104 Tolles Meeting House an@ountingHouse 52, fn.16; this rather dilute position he ascribes to Webfailower Errst
Troeltscheiting 'Social Teachingl 915!

105Tolles Meeting House an@ountingHouse 51-2.

106 |_argely, it might seem, in hope of furthering a crygtarxist claim to establish earfuakerismas a revolutionary
movement
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profourd commonalitiesnherentin all findings as to comnreial engagement.hese
arguments areonsideredn detail and compared with new archive reseaanld analysio

suggest more syntheticonclusion®’

JamesNalvin's 1997 workThe Quakers: Money and Mals'® relies heavily on previous
scholarship tareate a popular book which attributibe disproportionate impact of Quakers
on social and economic affairs in Britain into the twentieth century as & oéswisterity,
morality, and a remarkableapacityfor making money®® He suggest&ey roleswereplayed

in furthering commerce by financial and organisational structures first designed for mutual
support, butacks archival evidence; ndoeshe establis either themechanisnor the

rationale behindhe success. Walvin finds the existence of (great) wealth amid (relative)
simplicity paradoxicalwithout understanding the Quakers' gelfjulating approach, he
misses both the nuances (within educatiorarfae and network) and the peculiar nature of
the so@l structure which eted during the long eighteenth century to reinforce aspects of
Quaker Discipline that were by turn beneficial, detrimeatalirrelevant to commerce (such
as arbitration, endogamand crucially tithes}1° Instead, his sweep extendsldok at

slavery, pison reform and the philanthropic impact of nineteenth century Quakerism, along
with the substantially different and significantly more paternalistic Quaker capitalism that
dominatedhe first'factory century'. Walvin typifies the apgach taken by theeneral

historian, interested equally in the thy surroundinuakerism as in thevidence and

explanations

107See Chapter Dccupation's

108 JamegNValvin, The QuakersMoney and Morals(John Murray Ltd, 1997).

1095ee Christopher HilBarry Reay, William Braithwaite, Arthur Raistrick et al. Helpfully, Walvin avoids theroiintrusive
Marxist interpretation which is a feature of the first two

110 SeeChapter4 'Discipling.
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Outside the field of Quaker historygraekey works are used here to prdeicontext and
basis foranalysis for each of thmajor factors As with many aspects of the eighteenth
century, very few recent academic studies have been made into individual elements which
comprise the social and economic history of the pefiibd.stidy of early professions is
currently fragmented, wh little synthesisand less analysigimost the only recent survey of
the topicis Rosemary O'Ddg The Professions in Early Modern England 145DQ*!!

which draws on more specialist research to proadessemblage which illuminates discrete
times andlaces, and from wibh certain data pointareestablishedor Chapter 4Much
information for Chapter 5 is drawn froNicholas Han'thorough surveNew Trends in
Education in the Eighteenth Cenytt'? for the financial context in Chapter 6, the fiscal
badground for the peod was provided by Steph&owell's comprehensive (and necessarily
lengthy)A History of Taxation and Taxes in Englaréwhile Craig Muldrewprovides

insights into themportance of miually-observed credit agreements in the early moder
economy- his term'the economy of obligatiomeatly compresses the reality of trade during

the long eighteenth centuty/

One final discipline which is used in this research is that of Social Netwaak/gis (SNA).
This approach enables an evaluatibthe natue ofthe Quakenetwork and here follows a
recent study by Sherif Zedan and Wendy Mittelestablish levels of connectedness,
cohesiorand clustering within the network as a whété The tml is usel to assess levels of
density degree censlity andstructural cohesiom the Quaker network, and establigh

uniquetopology A further refinementecogniseshe importance of Stakeholder analysis,

111 Rosemary O'DayThe Professions in Ey Modern England 148-180Q (Longman, 200Q)

112 Nicholas HansNew Trends in Education in the Eighteenth Cent(Rputledge & Kegan Paul, 1951).

113 stepherDowell, A History ofHistory of Taxatiorin England (Longman, 1888),al Il : 'Direct Taxes and Stamp Duties
114 CraigMuldrew, The Economy of Obligation: The culture of Credit and Social Relations in Earlyrivi&ahgland
(Macmillan, 1998).

1155, Zedan,and W.Miller, 'Using sociahetwork analysis to identify stakeholddrgluence on energy efficiency of
housing, International Journal of Engineering Business Managem¥nt, 9: (2017); 3; see Chapter &letwak'.
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particularly examining the implications ofriiothy Rowleys theory thafsubject to tle
topologyof the network) the more stakeholders that share a set of values, the more those
values will be reinforced® This is of central importance in establishing the link between

commercial success, the netiwoand the Discipliné!’

Thus,none of thestudies to dathave sought to examine or explain the interrelationship of
commerce and Quakerism as a central theme. Rather, this relationship is only considered as
an occasional explanatory facet in the largentbof the Society of Friendslevdopment.

Thus the commercial attributes of Quakers are intruded into the arguments when required, for
example to explain early eighteenth century Pennsylvanian successes, or later century
disownments. For eevolutionaryhistorian such as Hill, Quakengere radicals who went

soft; for Gwyn, they were the betrayers of their faith; in Jones, they become misunderstood
mystics; while for Isichei they were the cradle of the flame for social justice. While these
attributes holdrue in context, the centraldais that is almost all Quakers were engaged in

some form of commer¢g®while ever trying to ensure that their emerging religious tradition

came both first and foremost.

This thesis therefore makes progresdriawing togeter andenhancingearlier suggesons

and claimghrough theapplication ofa more structured approathunderstanding the
interrelationship between Quakerism and Quaker commerce over time. This is supported by
an analysis which reveals a more granuiemof those components whichtedto promote
commercial successlhis research validates Tollesews, whilethe work of Vann and

Davies on social origins is usedastarting poinfor a wider geographical assessment

116 Timothy J. Rowley'Moving beyond Dyadic Ties: A Network Theory Stakeholder InfluencesThe Academy of
Management Reviewol. 22,No. 4 (Oct., 1997, seeChapter 8NetworK.

117 See Chaptet 'Disciplinég.

118 See Chapter Dccupation's
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establising the dominance of comercial Quakers from the earligscordst'® while the

more detailed tracking of its development hights the effect ofhte Discipline'?® More
significantly, however, this research suggests that much previous work on the subject has
been hampered througtying to address tharong' qeesion:*?! academics have, following
Weber, tended to view this subjebrough dlooking glass' world, in order to explaivhy so
many Quakergsverecommercially successfulThis research removes the mirror, to provide

an arswer to the questiowhy so manyof thosesuccessfutommercially were @Qakers.

1.5 Sources and Method

Thisthesis centres on the relationship between Frietld€s(as embodied in the evolving
Discipline) and Quaker commercial succebhe methodemployedn this research has
thereforefocused onestablishinghesetwo keycomponentsBeforeidentifying potential
causal connectioraising the long eighteenth centuitheapproach was first to establish the
reality of Quaker activity in commerce, befagtdlishing the nature of the evahg

Discipline over the period.
1.5.1 Establishinga QuakerEthic: The Discipline

As repositories of Quaker values, both tia¢ure and evolution of tH&ociety'snternal
Discipline are core to this resear@@The evolution oDiscipline is a subject very mhc
neglected to date: thesxists a briethronologyof '‘Queries and Advicéprepared by

Richard Stagg in 195%2and a short review of therst' (1738) centrallyauthorised Book of

119 Regisers usd in the occupational analysis are from the period &teyn's perceived change in direction; however, he
makes no reference to tliE655)Balby letter which represents the early Quakaquosition His particdar deployment (348
352) of aspects dhe n®-Marxist 'late/latest Capitalism' model Bfederic JamesoiErnest Mandl et al sits awkwardly in a
seventeentitentury congxt in the absence of evidence for Qeracommerce adourgeois

120while Discipline is used in singular forrt,is important to note that differing geographdisciplines were characteristic
of earlyFriends, which converged (and shifted) over timehasSociety became more centralise@;Gkapter 4

121 The complexity of the Weber proposition is manifesthia level of disputethe simpler answer may be more likely to be
correct- applyingtheLex parsimonia®f Occam's Razor.

122See note 1

123 Richard E Stagg, 'Friends Queries and GeatAdvices; Journal of the FriendHistorical , Vol. XLIX (Spring 1961):
209235
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Extracts, produced bpavid J. Hall in19811?*Hall's useful accourterdsto support the
prevailing view thatprior to 1738 discipline across thBociety'must have varied very much
in content®?®In fact, ads discussed in dail below inChapter 4nthe originsof Discipline,
Friendswerefrom the firstgovernedoy a codified set ofalues vinich emanated from the
collective Elderswhich became the touchstone by which behaviour was judged. These
values framed as Advicesre considered to have originatedhe earliestQuakergatherings
with the first documeretd collection of Advices being created at a meetingldersat Balby

in Yorkshirg penned in 165&° A copyhas beepreservedn the records oMarsden
Monthly Meeting*?’ andshowsthe breadthof subjectsvherethe Elders would sedk ensure
'Orderly Waking' through Discipliné?® With the formalisation of the Society of Friends
(which Braithwaite dates as after 1665’ theannualcentral meeting oElder Friendsat
London Yearly Meetingirculatal ther minutes promulgated throudgthe Scietyin
manusdapt copiessentto monthly meetingsrhis is confirmed by atudy of material
previously unexamined in the archive of Friends House Library, discussed8&low.
Communication of Advices wasubsequentljormalised in an annual Epistliérst written

and laer printed againcirculated to regional meetingsnown asQuarterly from the
frequency of meetingandalsoto componentMonthly' and locaimeetings of FriendS he
first written Discipline consisted of Boks of Extracts fromhte annual Epistleplus Advices
circulated bylocal Quarterly Meetings. ThAdvices werdranscriled by clerks of constituent

meetings mto folio volumes and later classifiednder key headingsa practiceencouraged

124 David J Hall,'Christian and Brotherly Advicesrhe Friends' Quarterly(July 198): 505-515.

125Hall, 'Christian and Brotherly Advicg$07.

126 Braithwaite,Beginnings oQuakerism 310; Braithwaite notesopies sent to other established meetings

127 Rosenary Moore transcript Epistle from the Elders at Balby 16§Quaker Heritage Pres2001); Balby would become
the location of one of the Monthly Meetings, and part ofkfQuartely Meeting.

122 Thomas D. Hamm, edQuaker Writings an anthology 1650920, (Penguin Classics, 201®4-68.

129 Braithwaite,Beginnings of Quakerisn307, andn. 2.

0TEMP MSS 298;Folders (2/1; 2/2; 2/3) epistles, advices, letted ather paprs (16751760) London Society of Friends
(LSF).
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by Yearly Meding minutes in 1680 ah16913! Such volumes weria existence from at least
1680,with a centrallyapproved manuscript collectimommissioned in 1736irculaed from

1738132

Together thestormedan integrated and comprehensive set of regulations wioakd
ultimatelybe issed inprint asthe firstbook ofExtracts from the Minutes and Advices of the
Yearly Meeting of Friendgublished in London in 1783vith a revised second edition
published in 1802 to include additions up to that point, along wignemtions in wording

ard order'®3 Thus there exigtdan extensive, evolving, amdostly consistent set okdvices
which formed the Discipliafor members of the Society, arising frofearly Meetingand
disseminatedb clerks of constituent meetings orderto promote homogenougews on
subjects of importance? The Monthly and Quarterly Meetingsrovidedthe means tensure

members adhered tbe Discipling with Yearly Meeting a last resort in cases of disptite.
1.5.2 Primary Sources Discipline

Theprinciple primary sources requed to evaluate the mechanisms and extent of Discipline
amongst Friends throughout the period fall into three groups. First are the minutes of the
(London) Yearly Meeting(YM), a series of 39 volumes ofanuscrips 13 of which the
volumesl to 17 cover thegyiod 1670 to 178%om whenthe Discipline was first
documentedo the production of the first printed Book of Extta. Asecond group of
sources are the surviving manuscript copies of the 1738 Book of Discipline. FHends

Library containswo suwviving manuscript boksfrom this period onevolume was

131 Hall, 'Christian and Brotherly Advice$05-515.

132YM Minutes (1736) VI111;187

133 ondon YearlyMeeting Extractsfrom theMinutes andProceedings of th&¥early Meeting of Friends, held in Londpn
(W. Philips, Geoge Yad, 1783) 'Extracts

134The role ofclerk in a Quaker meeting is similas those of a modern secretary and chair combined wgjthavithout
decisbn-making authority. See Chap#iDisciplin€e.

135See Chaptet 'Discipling.

136 Yearly Minutes, (LSF); YMM volumes -B9; page numbers included when indicated, otherwise the yeaiaemgtaph
number (where given).
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maintained by the Peel Monthly Meeting in Longdhand afurtherfolio of the Discipline is
preserved from Drham Monthly MeetingDurham MS)'3 Both volumes contain theentral
1738 YM setof discipines, augmented dgcal additions up to 1771Thethird groupof
materialselectectonsists ofa previously undocumented collection of papersBatby
Monthly Meeting and Yorkshire Quarterly meefiftomthe periodcontinuing to X60. The
archive possesno accession details, apparewtlying to the early date of the fontfand
the material is filed undé€lerk of Doncaster' Given the passage of time, it is not to be
expected that in collectierof material from other meetingse same documents walihave
survived. Rather, this collection of material waslectedn the basis that it had not

previously been the subject of research, thereby presétsicontents in context°

As such, theallection isbothrepresentative afurviving contemporarglocumentatiorn
general whilendicaive of the nature of the engagement between centralogatimeetings
from the earliest timedAn examination oftte materialpreservedasreveakda variety of
document typesncluding correspondenc&uarterly ninutes local advicespersonal notes;
andtranscriptions of early London Yearly Minutesntainingearly advices** The
importance of tls sourcdiesin understanithg both thecontentand transmissioof

Discipline acoss the Society of Friends from tearliest daté*?> Where possible, surviving
Balby manuscripts wre compared with Advices issugdrh 1672-1698'3 to validate tke

contents and structure of Advicesfbrewritten Epistles became the established channel fo

137 MGR 11b5/MISC/3; (172:4772), (LSF), Christian and Brotherly Advices given by London Yearly Meeting,
alphabetically dgestedunder proper headsPeel MS, for details of Peel Meeting s&=ck and BallLondon Friends102-
213; and Chaptet 'Discipling.

138 MS VOL 38; ¢.1738c1771, (LSF); Christian and brotherly advices given forth from timeitoet by he Yearly Meetings
in Loncdon.

139 The MSS number of 298 indicates one of the first fonds recorded in the Library, dhateravailable.

1401t is not imposdile that in view of the early importance of Balby for Discipline, subsequemtd®wee better
maintained by this Meeting.

M TEMP MSS 298; 2/83 (LSF).

142 See Chaptet 'Disciplinég.

143YM 1672-1693; Vol. 1 (LSF)363-370; contains a seéon entitled'A Table, which provides an index of contents.
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Discipline. Thecorrelation showshiatcirculatedcopies of minutes were evidently used as
precursors to the Books of Extracts, and used by constituent meetemgsure alignment
with the Yearly Meeting beforghe first centrdy defined manuscripBook of Extractswas
issued in 178; in this waythe Society created a corporate sdvetiavioural and procedural
codes.The analysis also reveals thag$kevolved: the mechanisnof the Yearly Meeting
allowed forrepresentatives from the wider Societyet@pge, and thushape the Epistles
whose contenbecame thédvices which formed thBiscipline both Peel MS and Durham
MS contain additionahdvices added after 1738 in responsgpistlest** Yearly Meetings
provided a regular opportunity for Frienderrall regions to refinegnd occasioally
redefine) thaletail of Discipline. Rarely,controversiest Yearly Meeting were substantial
as with thevalidity of usingAffirmationsto replace Oath¥" The principle source used to
provide a holistic view oQudker valuesare theAdvices collaed from the annual Epistles of
the LYM, andcollected in thé&xtracts ofMinutes and Advices of the Yearly Meetings of
Friends While othersources stablish origis and transmissiorthe Extracts(and subsequent
editions)evidencehe establisheQuakervaluesoverthe periodwhile their slightdifferences
illustratenuances and trends general, aluesremained largely consistent, with
controversies on a par with Affirmation both rare and diminishihwerthe longperiod
between the 1738 collectiométhe ¥83edition Friends in general became more concerned
with imposing than changing Disciplifé® From thesa@wo editions representative Quaker

values were obtained by isolating aspects of the disciplinehwlaid the potential to benefit

144See Chaptet 'Disciplinég.

145 For the Affirmation controversy, see BraithteaiSecond Periodl92208; London Yearly Meeting records the absence
of unity, indicatingthe range bviews in the wider membership, while acknowledging thaftinetion of the annual Egile
was to reflect the unity within the Society as determinethbyyearly Meeting however ultimately unrepresentative that
was. Perhaps significantlpif this resarch, the arguments at YM 1717213 concerned a demand frorogk outside the
metropolisfor an amended Affirmation (the original being too like an Oati®;overwhelmingly commercial London
Quakers were uninterested in this refinement, aedtenally caried the day after an extended (sometimes acrimonious)
debateSee also Harland,ed.,Autobiography of William Stout of Lancasté®imkin, Marshall &Co, 1851} 86-87.

146 SeeChapter4 for the mechanism of Discipline.
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commerce. fiecontents of alforty-severheadings in therintedBook of Extract$*’ were
reviewedto identify suchvalues which were then analysed to allow a clustering based on the
main transmission effect, creating theifliey factorsdescribedn the chapters thew. A
supportingassessmentasmadeby a review of the@volving Queries to which the Yearly

Meeting first required verbal answers in 1668, and would later require Quarterly responses in

writing.148

1.5.3 Establishing @aker Commercé Primary Sources.

Early andysis of first period data exists in the social and occupatidesdriptions of the
earliestrecorded Quakeifisthose who joined with Fox and other leaders in evangelising the
message of Quakerism, and classedtiwo cohorts the initial group known athe 'Valiant
Sixty', and their first convertsa groupof overtwo hundred who became knowas theFirst
Publishers of Truth*® Further data wasollated by Richard Vann and David Eversley in
their Friends inLife and Deatlt*° researctfocused §sVanris earlier work) on the social
origins of Quakersvann and Eversley contributed a greatladaletailed analysis on a range
of aspects of Quaker demographics between 1650 and 1900 using an analysis of twelve
Quaterly Meeting Marriage registers createglthe Society of Friends; however, their
method offamily reconstructiol) as Taylos earer work, gives rise to issues in mapping

their social concepts to commercial definitidPsThis study reinterprets botlses of datan

147 Advices selectefbr andysis werelargely datedprior to 1755Hall, 'Christian and Brotherly AdviceS07 records fifty
two headsn 1738, and fifty eigh&fter, he does not identifyotwhich books of Extrds he referred;eeChapter4 for
analysis.

148 Stagg Friends in Life and DeatQueries, 209-234; for a chronology; Stgg helpfully also documented the later changes,
seeFriends in Life and Deatueries and General Advices 186828, Journal of the FriendHistorical SocietyVol.49,
No.5 (Autumn 1961)249-269.

149 SeeErnes E. Taylor, 'The FirstPublishers of Truth A Study',Jourral of the FriendsHistorical SocietyVol. XIX

(1922: 66-81

150 Richard T.Vann and David Edwar@harles EverslgyFriends inLife andDeath: the Briish and Irish Quakers in the
DemographicTransition, 16561900 (Carrbridge CambridgeUniversity Press, 1992Friends in Life and Death

151 An example can be seen in Vann and Everstegnds inLife andDeath 70-71 (Table 2.5, where they define butchers
bakers and tobacconists asdilers', cheesemakers as 'wholesalers', and hosiers, hatters gizilas 'artisa the present
study considers all these to lsemmercially engaged', irrespective of demograpsstiaptios on 'social statydut accepts
any allocation is subjecb tchallenge; se Chapter 2.
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order to create a less dooversial and clearer picture of the level of commercial engagement
Further, the basis fanalysis has been broadened considerably by including additional
recordsin order totestfindings the reality of Quakecommercial activity waslerived from
andysis of occupational data retrieved frdive geographically distinadQuakerQuarterly
Meetings, using theegisters of Marriageecorded by Friends duriri$591859'°2 These
registers wereompiled fromMonthly and Quarterly Meetingecords and contairboth
duplication and inconsistencies. Occupadél informationcan be found for males under the
headingAttributes’, and waprovidedfor identification rather than analysi&s a result this
wasfrequentlyomitted where clarity was not thought to be riegd resulting in the absence
of such informé&on for up to half of records remainingktant records are therefoabvays
indicative rather than definitivé number of more or less contemporane@usakerlives'
and Journals associated with Quakersoimimerce contributed additional perspectivass.
primary importance in this selection should be nogedlty chronicleWilliam Crouch(1628
1710)*3 minister and seaman Thom@halkley(16751741)*>* grocer Wiliam Stout (1655
1752)° minister and advocafBhomas Story (@70-1742);1°¢ minister and pharmacist

William Cookworthy(17051780)'°” and merchant Richard Poor (169472??)'%8

152The sources used are the Digest Regisindex Vol.14, v1.0/1 Quaker Family History Societg003); this digital
collection was compiled from the QualteMeeting Registers of Births, Marriage and Burial for Suffolk, NddfdEssex,
Durham,and London and Middlesex.

153 Richard Claridge, edPosthuma Christiana ;pa collection of some papers of William Crouch : being a brief historical
account, under Isiown hand, of kiconvincement of, and early sufferings for the {ratith remarks on sundry memorable
transactions, relating to the pple call'd Quakers(J. Swle, 1712).

154 ThomasChalkley,A collection of the works of Thomas Chalkley: In two pdRhbiladéphia: James & Johnson, 1790).
1553, Harland, ed Autobiographyof William Stout of Lancastg(Simkin, Marshall & Co, 1851 CitedasStout,
Autobiographythis edition, (availableonline), is for reasons of accessibility used in preferetacthat edited by J.D.
Marshall (1967) which iat presenboth out of prihand altbut unobtainable

156 John KendallA Journal of the L# of Thomas StoryJames Phillips1786).

157 GeorgeHarrison,Memoir of William Cookworthy(W. & F.G. Cash1864).

158 5. D. Smith,'The Account Book of Richard Poor, Quaker Merchant afb@do’ The William and Mary QuarterlyT hird
Series, Vol. 66, No. 3 (Jyl2009), 605528.
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1.5.4 Method- Approachand Analysis

Occupational analysis used the data described abbotting occupations into three
categories: thee which involved production of goods (Craftsmetf artisans, and including
Food)); those which involved trading (Commer@®mprising Retail, Merchastand
Manufactures or Guildsmen), and those whichmither (Other containing Agriculture,
Professionals, and Miscellaneous occupations). The data was collated into cohorts of 25 years
across the period, in order to identify any trends. The detail@gisas of the relationship
between occupations andramerce is given in Chapter Rext were examirgkthe

arguments that Friends were forced into commerce as a result of being debarred from the
'Profession's an examination which concludestisuch amnterpretation is less likely than

that Friends activg chose to so engag@he Adviceswvhich were ontained in the Discipline
were assessed in terms of potential impact on commercial success. This required an
assessment of their intent, and also thdeatf Significantly, no Advices werund
incompatble with commercial activity.A long list of pdential factors was created which
attempted to rank Advices by their relevance, and an iterative theorising approach was taken
which converged upon four kéactors which facilitated succedsi¢cipline, Eduation and
Apprenticeships, FinancandNetwork) These were analysed in historical context, and a
synthesigproducedo allowan integratedheoretical explanation of how théteracted to
promote comrarce A key part of this contextequired the introdction of rdevant
contemporargources a seletion which included both positive and negative depictions of
thevalues of theSociety of Friendgn connection commeraguring the period Finally, an
assessment of the factors during the closing quarteecighteenth century was conducted

in orderto examine the effects of the changing commercial environment as industrialisation
spread, anthe unique featuresf Quakercommerce becameplicatedoy others, thus

eroding their effectiveness.
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1.6 Thesis otline

Thestructure of the thesis follows thegioal argument. Firsg detailedanalysis of

contemporary data for Quaker occupatiensonducted for the entigeriod,producing

trends inQuaker commercial activity (Chapter 2). This is followed by aanexation of the

utility of the universities andarious professional occupations for Quakers, in order to address
several anomalies extant in the literature, not least why Quakers engégeatkdicine but

not other professions (Chapter Rext, the evaltion and practice oDiscipline under

London Yearly Meetings analysedard the advices therein which promoted commerce
identified (Chapter 4). Nextomesa discussion on the role and utility of Quaker provision of
educationandapprenticestps (Chapter 5)followed by chapters oRinancial Contexand

the importance o€ollective Financ€Chapters 6 and 7Jinally, theeffect of these in

creating a uniqu®uaker Networks evaluatedChapter 8)

A lengthyfinal chapter{Chapter 9draws together the argument, adtiresses the impact of
this theoy on previous attempts to explain Quaker succikdsrthercharts thecontext of the
four factorsover the period, andoncludes that the secular utility of the Quakers peaked at the

start of the eighteenth century, and declined as the century progressed

1.7 Chapter Summary

This chapter outlines the scope and purpose of the thesis. It reviews the key sources used in
the reserch, the structure and method of the approach, and indicates the nature of the

arguments set out below.
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2 COMMERCI AL ORI GI NS

This chaperassesses the occupational nature of thosebebame members of the Society of
Friends in order to establish the relevance of commerce to the founding Quakershattnd
commercial propensity of subsequent mentiprdNew analysis uses enhanced aalthted

data from Quaker marriage registerstonpare with existing scholarship in order to
emphasise the underlying similaritieather tharthe specific and often superficial variations
that have characterised past results. The trend in commergelrpity is established through
analysis of occugtional attributes recorded in Quaker marriage certificates, supported by
testimonies of the period. The first conclusion to be drawn is that Quakers were associated
from the earliest times with commerce, amth the practice of attracting members through
the prospect of better living standards, an accusation which caused concern to some in
membership. The second is that Quakers at the time of marriage were ever more likely to be
engaged in producing or selfjgoods, to the extent that ultimately the nnigyowereso

engaged by the end of the perideurther, that Quaker engagement in commerce was in

excess of their contemporaries at all points in the long eighteenth century.

2.1 Relevance of Commerce: histoal overview 1650 1700

Quakers began to be asgated with worldly success from thimme of the Restoratiorgven
beforethe unsympathetic Commonwealth took delight in drawing unflattering parallels
between Friends' financial prosperity and their pi€lgims that Quakers had bought up all
the best brses were relayed to Cromwellhile balladsheetsnocked the Quaker crossing to

the Americas irpursuit ofwealth with primitive verses:

1'May ett please yohonrin those parts thguakers hauand doe bye vp the Best horses the Ceyewill afford’; letter from
one Edward Potter to SecretarycNblas;Extracts from State Papg: ed. Norman Penneypurnal of the Frénds$ Historical
Society Supplement 9 (1911)46
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Yet be it what it will

So we get our fill

Of Riches, and good psssions;
When occasion shall be,

We can changeyou shall see,

Both our Habits, and our Professidns

Contemporaries attacked the exclusive nature of trading between Quakers, implying
commercial benefit was a welkkcognized reason for membership:

€ or thatif a man hath been very meanly bred, aras$ never worth much beyond a

groat in all his life, do but turn Quaker, he is presently set up in one shopkeeping trade
or other, and then many of them will compass sea and land to get this new Quaking
shopkeepeatrade® their custom being to sell to @he world, but they will buy only

of their own trile 2

Quaker convert Thomas Story recounts how his father's hostility to his turning @Quaker
1691was ameliorated by hope that his son would prosper amongstdpalent people’,

joking that he mighsoon learn to preach among them, get Money, and become riéhBgo'.
1700 specific accusations could be levelled at the Society for using the prospect of better
living standards as a means to attract new memBaranonymous pamphlet at the start of

the new century specifically makes the accusation that Quakers used improved commercial
prospects to target the impecunious: those identified for conversraak game, mean and
needy per sons éwhimhomes ofa bettererade ar fivelipnobgpturrting

Quakers® Such strong contemporary approbation would seem to indicate that so

detractors felt the Society was vulnerable on account of commercial sudasstsfor the

2J.G, TheQuakers farewel to England, or Their voyage to Newelgrscituate on the continent of Virginia, and bordering
uponNew England(Printed for J.G.1675).

3 Anon, Trade of England revived, (Printed for Dorman Newman, 16827; quoted in Davie§,he Quakers in English
Society 98.

4 Kendall,Journal, 56.

5 Anon., Remarks upon the Quakers wherein the ptigalers ae plainly dealt with (Printed for Witer Kettilby, 1700: 3.

35



typical accusations of hypotical excessive personal wealth or laxuhen for the

employment of &inancial carrotto promote the Society's ends. That such criticism was
considered at least partially valid is perhaps indicated by contemporaneous efforts to avoid
those who, in @olge Keith's wordsare creptintothe or m and profession o
[from] some worldly interest or advantage &cdNotwithstanding the veracity of the
accusations, both the extent and endurance of such criticism point towards the reality both o
Friends' presenceand successin commerceAs noted aboveheir achievements over the

long eighteenth centuryeriod have been chroniclég Raistrickin detail across both science
and industry, and extended far beyond'iio® masters' into bankipthrough groceries into
pharmaceutical and ultimately chocolateEdward Milligan identified almost three

thousand Quakers in hismmercialbiographicaldictionary (17751920)2 believing an equal

number could be found in London alone, or even Yarksh

Arthur Raistrick provides thedditional explanation for such success, which has largely

rested on Quaker principles. He statesthat r obabl y t he most i mport
high qualities of mind and spirit that were characteristic of maien@s'® An alternative

formulationof this prevailingexplanation for success suggests that Quaksrselling the

truth and diligently refraining from puttin
and importance® This tradition rests orhetwin assumptions that many (if not most) of

those then engaged in commerce were not to be trusted, while Quakers, in comparison, were

6 Keith's paper, probably written in 1690, was first printed@espel order and Disciplihi@ Journal of the Friends
Historical Society Vol. X (1913) 70-75; Keith's concerns arose duriagsisit to Philadelphia in the eary690's. Keith
would subsequdly leavethe Quaker movement, as he had the Presbyget@mpropagate the gospel as an Anglican
missionary seel. S. Chambeain, 'George Keith(16387 1716), (ODNB, 2004)

7 SeeArthur Raistrick Dynasty of Iron Foundershe Darbys andCoalbrookdale(The Bamidale Press1953); T.A.B.
Corley, Quaker Enterprise in Biscuits: Huntley and Palmers of Reading,-1822 (Hutchinsa, 1972) Deborah Cadbury
The Chocolate WargPublicAffairs 2010).

8 Edward Milligan,British Quakers in Commee and Industry 171920, (York: Session®f York, 2007)

9 Raistrick Quakers in Science and Industg.

10C.F.Carter, review of QuakerSocial History: 16691738' by Arnold Lloyd The Econoie Journal Vol. 60,No. 240
(Dec., 1950: 817-819.
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exceptional in being truthfulWhatever theccuray of this trope, it should be noted thhaet
Advices of the Societgf Friendsincludedmany exhortations to observe the ancient and
approved practices of the earliest Frievdsile keeping an evevigilant eye to ensure that
other Friends act similarlyln such a manner did Friends become &r&gjulating body, with
the primary goal of preservingeputation through regulation of its membersHip:situation
analogous with the earliest trade bodid#se Guilds. From their origins in the middle ages,
Guilds acquired various functions over tleturies, including thatf@ontrolling of quality.

In England and Wales, one very early attempt to control commercial quality is seen in the
Assize on Bread and Ale of 1266, the result of lobbying by the Guild of Bakers, containing
rules on content, weighand price, with assodi&dfees, fines, and amercemett®Vhile

there were often only limited success$éthis need for quality control illustrates both the
existence of a problem, and also the potential benefits arising from any regulatory role

perfamed through the Society Bfiends.

While there is no comprehensive research into the persistence of adulteration or malpractice
in the period under studysefulconfirmationmaybe gleaned from contemporary literature.

The Reverend John Trustler wasearergetic (if eccentric) copiler of information which he
worked up into a rash of publicatiotfs His Way to be Rich and Respectaglides the
impecunious Gentleman through annual household expendaao®unted to the pennyand

is grounded on thienportance of avoiding dedf while Modern Timegprovides a detailed

11 See argument from FexEpstle CCLI, below.

12 See Alan S.C. Ros&The Assize of BreadThe Economic History RevieWol. 9, Issue 2, December 86; 332 342 to
avoid punishments for selling shaveight bread, bakers began to adihiateenth lo&to their dozensthe metaiworking
industriessimilarly policed quality through the administration of Hall MarkeeChristianBessy 'Institutions and
Conventions of QualityHistorical Social ResearchHistorische Sozialforschunol. 37,No. 4 (142) (2012:15-21

13 SheilaghOgilvie, 'Rehabilitating the Guilds: A Replyrhe Economic History RevieNew Series, Vol. 61No. 1 (Feb.,
2008: 175182

14 His subjectsincludeThe First Four Rules of Matherties, Principles of Politenes#A Descriptive acount of the Principle
Islands inthe South Seaand hisambitiousChronologywhich promisedevery event in ancient and modern History,
alphabetically anged, with the dates

15 JohnTrusler,The Way to bRicha n d R e s p, €R: Balin, 1680); he titles and those of many ottafrhis works
are included in the advertisement from his publisher included in the fourth edition; 74
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survey of eighteenthentury trading malpracticé. In this, his coaching inn serves old tea in
fresh canisters; the téeader bows at carriages while selling the identical dyed and scented

tea for 18 shillings 0B6-shillings a pound; the Customs and Excise men make a year's money
from one load of smuded tobacco; smugglémsders receive a guinea a week with 7 shillings

per diemtravelling expenses, secretly selling to every tea dealer in town or country; deceit
ddivers profits to the St James' china dealer; the cane seller charges double tottiierweal
Gentleman; the servant robs his master's father and is rewarded; wine is not only adulterated,
but manufactured; the merchant loses his argument as well@s$esvhen reminded by the
highwayman that his wealth comes from privateering the shipthef countries! Many

other examplemaybe found- if rarely in so much detailNed Ward, in hid.ondon Spy

gives a vivid account of life in the capitahdincludesboth traders and Quakers an

unusual variant on the abuse of apprentice systermstances a Quaker trustee who marries

his apprentice into the estatkenforces him to buy his worthless stock at inflated prices
concludingamongst our wahyCi t i zens: éthey do not al ways
get their Estates by thditonesty*® In such a context, it seems justified to conclude that
honesty, or the pursuit of itpuld play an important role in commercial success during the
eighteenth century. The reputation for integrity that the Quakers establistieatied in the

books of sufferings'® andFox was aware from the outset that here was an essential quality of

16 JohnTrusler,Modern times : or, the adventures of Gabriel Outc&stposed to be written by himself. In imitationGif
Blas. In three volume¢Dublin: J.M. Davis,1789.

17 SeeTrusler,Modern TimesChapters IXXI; he gives a recipe for adulterated witkar the benfit of economical readers,
the following ae the prportions.Forty-eight gallons of liquor @ssed from turnips, eight gallons ofltrepirits, and eight
gallons of good Port wine, coloured with Cochineal and roughened with elder tops. It should stgearsin casks, and
one in bottles. If rogh cyderis substituted for turniuice, and Coniebrandy for malt spirits, the wine wibe the better
further research is requireddwaluatethis recipe.

18 Edward [NedWard,London Spy Complea{s.l.], 1703.

19The Quakers termed Bufferingsboth indignities suffered at the hands of theeymliblic, and penalties imposed under
civil and ecclesiastical law as a result of their holding to their beliefisned'Testimonies these were accumulated logal
meetings and compiled into registers, an@iatelectively published to influence tlegislature.
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Friends which must be preserveelven at the expense of trattes journal summarizeéthe
transition that hapened very early on in the lifé the Society?°

At the first convinceme@ét manyfriends, that were tradesmen of several sorts, lost
their customers at first, for the people were shy of them, and would detiith

them; so that for a time sonfigends could hardly get money enouglbty bread.

But afterwards, when people came to have experieniceentls’ honesty and
faithfulness, and found that their yea was yea, and their nay was nay; that they kept to
aword in their dealings, and would not cozen and cheat, but that if a chiédseat to
their shops for anything, he was as well used as his parents would have tean;
the lives and conversation ifends did preach, and reached to the witnessoof G

in the people. Then things altered so, that all the inquiry Wésere is here a draper,
or shopkeeper, or tailor, or shoemaker, or any other tradesman, that is a Quaker?
Insomuch thafriends had more trade than many of their neighbours, and éwlaes
any trading, they had a great part of it. Then the envious profestwyesiaheir note,
and began to cry outf we let these Quakers alone, they will take the trade of the

nation out of our hands.

In order to protect the good reputation of 8wtety of FriendsFox again tookhelead
referring to those in trade, he urged

If there be any oppression, exaction, or defrauding, through the freedom which God
hath given you, the world will see sucindssay the Quakers are not such as they
were: herefore, such should be exhorted to equity and truth. All Friends everywhere,
loathe deceit and all unrighteousndsardheartedness, wronging, cheating or unjust

dealing??

RepeatedAdvices would stress ailsordinate role for commercEriends were advesito take

on m more business than a man taanage honourably and with reputationdrder to

20 Note on capitalisabin of Friends in Life and Deatht seems early Quakers did not insist upon differentiating members by
a capitalF'; nor would nineteentitentury pinted works invariably insist upon suchaptice; the modern use &' to denote
both categories of friends should simiyanot be considered as having any historical precedent: the apjaangnief' found

in early Quaker marscripts is a calligrapbisymbol for a black letter capititter'f'.

2L william Evans and Thomas EvariheFriends Library, (Philadelphia: JosépRakestraw, 183%4): Vol.1, 36; date

unclear, but circa 1654.

22 EvansandEvans,The FriendsLibrary, Vol.1, 131;'Institution of the Discipling dated 1661.
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protect the Society, rather than to promote business siéaber Advicesurgedattenton

'to the limitatons of truth in their tradeand to other outwdrconcens That thisalsohelped
businesssto succeedvas evel secondary advantaéelt is thus sgnificant is that the ethics
of the Society of Friends formed in this contpramotedbehaviours whik were both

contrary tonegativeperceptions of amman practice, and complimentary to good commercial

common senseln this compatibility lay the origins of success.

2.2 Quaker Occupational Data

Beyond the contextual role of Quaker honesty, it is clear that the occupational composition of
Quakers at the lginning of the period must play a greater or lesser part in their nascent
commercial presence: a preponderance of commercial engagement amosestho

became Quakers would help explain subsequent successes. Such an occupational analysis is in
marked cotrast o the delineation of sets of social identities which formed the academic

debate in the early 1970s, and which has preoccupied madgrnhistorians?® The earliest
assessment of occupations is provided by Ernest Taylor in a list of Quakers enghged i

first travelling ministry?® Known as théValiant Sixty', these were Friends active in gospel

service beforéhe Spring of 1654, collad from a collection of early eighteenth century

records’’ Taylor's assessment of the occupations of the Valiaty Sotes that of the fifty

men with clear occupationshirty-four were closely connected with agriculture, eight with

23 Extracts,195200'Trade'".

24 Extracts,148'General Advicedl; the Quaker 'tradenark’ d refusing to bargain, insisting instead on a fixed (‘fair') price
has been claimed as the consequence stthglestandard of trutfRaistrick Quakers in Science and Indust#?); the
question of how Quakers dealt with dans or'vendus- a staard commercial mechanism then and riawnot dealt with.
25 SeeW.A. Cole,'The Social Origins of the Earlyriends, Journal of the FriendHistorical SocietyVol. 48,(1957; R. T.
Vann,'Quakerism and the Social Structurdtie InterregnufmPast and Present No. 43, May 1969; Judith Hurwich, 'The
Social Originsof the Early QuakersRast & PresentNo. 48 (Aug., 1970)156-162; R.T. VannRejoinder: The Socla
Origins of the Early Quaker$ast & PresentNo. 48 (Aug., 1970: 162-164; Andrew Richam,Establishing Quaker
Commercd Occupation's Quaker Conections,Number 73, (March 201823-35.

26 SeeErnestTaylor, 'The First Publishers of TruttA Study, Journal of the FriendsHistorical SocietyVol. XIX (1922:
66-81; see also RaistricikQuakers in Science and Indust®g-32.

27 Taylor collaborated with Braithwaite to compile the list, which fimalised at 65 names, of which most had 'additions'.
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trade, and eight wh the profession$® His large number of agrarians include Yeomen,
Husbandmen, a labourer, and a miller. Whilsteeundoubtedly involved in agriculture in
some way, a more nuanced approach might differentiate between the income status of these
growps- allowing (as Vann argues) thateoman' had a contemporary implication of a-self
sufficiency just below that d&entry', and perhaps more accurately representing the
contemporary concept thiddle class' than the wolBarmer?® The YeomarGentlenan
distinction is historically one of lineage ‘quality’ than income, and it is valid to recognise
that the Yeomataddition' implies financial selufficiency3® Such an interpretation retains
the connection with agriculturehile beingmore consisterwith theeconomidbehaviour of
early Quakers, as illustrated by the Letter from Elders at Balby of 1656. WheksAtteices
will be discussed in detail belgttthe nature of the cadre of Elders wireated them should
be noted here. Thed¥ices undertok to provide mutual financial support for the growing
membership, whether that need arose from the travelling mioisting penalties of

'sufferings

Only two Balby signatorieare known Thomas Aldam and Richard Farnswouhd their
social statussi worth consideratiof?. Thomas Aldam's substantial fine of 40s for iemoval

of his hat is recorded hjoseptBesse?3 while non-payment of titheare recorded in an
account of Aldam's life published by his snRosemary Moore describes Aldam as holding

the'highest' social position:'aubst anti al Yeomanéwho passed ¢

28 See Ernest Taylofhe Valliant Sixty(York: Ebor Press, 194740-67.

29Vann 'Interregnum, 71, 8284.

30 Historically, a yeomaineld a small landed estate freehold, with an annual value of 4idgsiilthis qualified him for
certain duties and right such as to serve on juries and vote for thettra§the shire ©@xford Dictionary.

31 See Chaptet 'Disciplin€.

32 See Rosemaryloores Balby Transcription (Philadelphia:Quaker Heritage Press)@1).

33 SeeJosepBesseA Collection othe Sufferings of the People Called QuakergLuke Hinde, 1753): Volll,
(Yorkshire.

34 Thomas Atlam,Junior,A Short Testimony concerning that faithful Servant of the,lIdrdmas Aldam(T. Northcott
1660)
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death® Aldam's discifined interpretation of theurpose ofCollective Financés

enlighteningin a letter to Fox he asks whether Quaker women who have used monies for
support while in York jail to purchase new clothes should be asked to return it, or to dispose
of the clothg2® Braithwaite describeBarnsworth as a Husbandman, or a-tereant farmer,
suggesting a lower degree'qfiality’ than Yeomarhut notesthat Quaker James Naylor

referred to himself in the same way, despite being the son of Goodman (Yeoman)Naylor.
This mayreflect early Quker refusal to grant status through titles. It is interesting to note
that the'Directions' from London Yearly Meeting published to Quarterly meetings in the early
1700s specifically requests information on ‘tpeality’ of the Fist Puldishers of Truth?® this

being a descriptor, usually occupatiomvethile London Friendslso usedCitizen (indicating
freeeman of a livery company). The tvBalby signatories are described by Richard Hdase
leading members of the Balby grougd,fabm yeoman families®®> Other members of the

Balby group included the Stacy and Killam families (into which the Aldams married twice)
the Stacy family would subsequently invest heavily in setting up the colony in West New
Jersey, with both younger bhais enigrating as fouding settlers in 167% Thomas Killam

was considered sufficiently financially respected to serve as treasurer for Yorkshire
Quakers'! and the general affluence of this group is further evidenced bsubstantial'
contribution mad by Killam on Yorkslre's behalf to the earliest call for central Quaker

funds??

35 RosemanMoore, 'Leaders of the PrimitvQuaker MovementQuaker History Vol. 85,No. 1 (Spring 199§ 29-44.
‘Leaders

36 Moore, 'Leaders quoting'A.R. Barclay Mss, 70, March 1652

37 Braithwaitg Beginning of Quakerisné1 note 1.

38 NormanPenny.ed., The First Publishers of TrutlfHeadley Brothers190%: 3.

39 RichardJ. Hoare, 'The Balby Seekers and RicHaachworth' Quaker Studigsv/ol. 8, Issue 2 Article 6(2003: 195.
40Hoare 'The Balby Sekers, 198.

4L Hoare 'The Balby Seekers 197.

42 Braithwaite Beginnings of Quakerisri36.
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Another source of data on the very earliest Quakers can be obtainetthérattempat the

end of the seventeenth century to recordgbality’ of the 'First Publisherswho travelled in
early ministy, from which somedata on occupatiorsan be extractet? As noted, anraalysis

of the occupational attributes was performed by Ernest Taylor, and revisited by Arthur
Raistrick in 1950. Raistrick supports Taylor's conclusibatthe proportions of Quakers
engaged in Agriculture (59%), Trade & Commerce (22%), and the Pyfeg48%) appear
much greater than the population as a whblelowever, aeview of the data contained in
The First Publishers of Trutbuggests thahe Raistrick/Taylor analysis may have slightly
underestimated the commercial, while overestimatirth thee professional and the
agricultural for it seemsTaylor choseto extrapolate missing occupational data for
approaching half of his samgle.Usingonly those'Publisherswith a descriptor placesore
than one quarter in tH&entlemanYeoman' categry, while rather less (45%) appear engaged
in Agriculture,andrather more (28%) ittrade & commerce’, with perhaps 13% described as
'Professional’ (or @%b, if Soldiers are included). Raistrislkanalysis, on the other hamakes

no note of the type adccupations provided for First Publisheasalysing thdifty -seven
different occupations shovesxteen were commercial, nineteen involved in tradesadtse

while soldiering is not mentioneéld Taking this datainto accoungives a corrected proportio

of TraddCraftand Commercef 36%, indicating that oveane third (rather than orguartej

of all the'First Publishersdentified by contemporary Quakrecads were engaged in

commercial activityFigure2.1).

43Volumes1-5 Sipplenment, Journal of the FriendsHistorical Society(1907); seePenny First Publishers of TruthPreface
2-4 for the historical contextguality is the word used in the LYM minute requestihg tlescription.

44 Taylor, 'First Publishers 70-74; Raistrick, Quakers in Science anddustry 28-30; nationalcomparisorbased orGregory
King's pioneeringchemeof 1688 a somewhat flawed attempliscussed below.

4586 ofaround 200 of Taylor&irst Publishers are withotquality' attributes

46 Penny First Publishers of Truti870-371; itemising 'Trades, Professions, etc. of Friends
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Figure 2.1: Occupations of the First Publishers of Truth

Qualit Raistrick % Corrected %
Gentlemen 12 11% 12 11%
Soldier 8 7% 0 7%
Professional 5 4% 5 4%
Schoolmaster 10 9% 10 9%
Yeomen 17 15% 17 15%
Husbandmen 28 25% 28 25%
Labourer 6 5% 6 5%
Trade/Craft 17 15% 19 15%
Commerce 11 10% 16 10%

Total 114 100% 113 100%

Subset of 114Publisherswith descriptors;Raistrick shows data from Raistrick$cience
and Industry28-29, while'Corrected assigns categories based on interpreting occupational
data, rather thariquality'.

There are obvious drawbadksusingsuch a small sapte;to counter this, Raistrick re

frames the nineteenth century workVigfiliam Beck andThomas Ball who catabgued some
occupationsn LondonandMiddlesex Quarterly Meetinff.Beck and Ball produced a
comparison of occupations using niage recordselectedor some 250 Quakers from 1680,
and a similar number from a century |at&The attribtiescollated for bth samples indicated

that all but a small minority were engaged in either making or selling, and the trend indicated
a signifiant increase in merchants and dealers, with an associated incrgastessionals’
(Figure2.2). Thustheanalygsby Beck andBall and Raistrick suggest a trend towards
manufacturing occupations, matched by a decline in simpler occupations, such as shoemakers
and tailors.Overall, while there is a general increase in more skilled trades at the expense of
the manual, afmad spead of artisan occupations can still be found, each one of which would
produce a product needing to be traded or sBl&strick considers that the data shows that

'many more were engaged in the humbler pursuits in the formedieaio in the ltter.°

47William Beck andT. Frederick Ball, London Friends Meeting$F. Bowyer Kitto, [1869] 2009)
48 Beck and BallLondon Friends90.
49 Raistrick,Quakers in Science and IndustB0-32.
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Status aside, and with the caveat that some poorer occupations may be underrepresented
amongst those marrying, it seems safe to conclude that while the proportion of those engaged

in producing goods declines, the numbers engagitrgde increass.

There are, however, certain issues arising from the data. First is the method by which the
original 250 marriage records were selected by Beck and Balhe looks at the raw data,

the Quarterly Registers for London and Middlessoord only 63 mariages n 1680 with
'quality or occupationahttributes, while the period up to 1680 contains §ifdhrecords>®

thus their sample must include earlier records in sma@neunspecified. The gagder

certain attributeslsosuggest a neefbr validatiory duringthe period up to 1680, marriages
record®! twelve Yeomen; eleven Haberdashers (including one specifloalats); ten
Husbandmen and Farmers; th@a@dsmiths (bankers); and no less than fuegeons all
categoieswhere Bek and Ball register no oerds while Merchants Shopkeepers and

numerous other retailers amount to some sixty records.

50 Analysis of Marriage database derived frBigest Registers Index Vdl:London &Middlesex, v1.1, QFHS 20@8).
51 Derived from'London & MiddlesexMarriage registefQFHS 2008).
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Figure 2.2: Comparative Marriage Occupations 168aL7802

Occupation 1680 1780 Class

Banker 0 7 Other
Merchant 14 20 Commerce
Warehouseman/Salesman 1 7 Commerce
Brewer/Wine Merchant 7 6 Commerce
Victualler/Vintner/Tobacco 2 5 Commerce
Schoolmaster 5 2 Other
Yeoman 0 1 Other
Surgeon/Doctor 0 6 Other
Stockbroker/Skrivenor/Surveyor 0 4 Other
Guildsman/Merchant 8 41 Commerce
Manufacturer/Dealer 2 22 Commerce
Chemist/Stationer/Printer 1 9 Commerce
Block/Tinplate/Watch/Cabinet maker 4 13 Craftsmen
Hatter/Draper/Shopkeeper 0 17 Commerce
Seedsman/Farmer/Florist 0 5 Commerce
Metal worker 10 11 Craftsmen
ButcherBaker/Grocer etc 21 13 Commerce
Hosier/Mecer/Silkman etc 12 12 Commerce
Basket maker/Cordwainer 8 6 Craftsmen
Cowkeeper/Husbandman 5 3 Craftsmen
Instrument maker 16 3 Craftsmen
Woolstapler/Cloth worker 12 5 Craftsmen
Smith/Sawyer/Carpenter/Wright 29 9 Craftsmen
Bricklayer/Mason/Plasterete 9 1 Craftsmen
Mariner 10 0 Other
Weaver/Silkthrowster (sic) 19 4 Craftsmen
Shoemaker/Tailor 39 5 Craftsmen
Cook/Brewer's man/Porter/Labourer 8 0 Other
Undescribed 8 13

Total 250 250

In order to estblishthe relative commercial proclivitiesnongst Quakers in the late
seventeenth centuryhat is needed is a singleckassification ofquality into commercial

(rather than social) categories.

52Beck andBall, London Friends90.
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As a first step, the Beck and Ball occtipas can bee-assignednto a simplehreeclass
occupaonal taxonomy

1. Commerce indicating a primary focus on selling, dealing or supplying
2. Craftsmen indicating a primary focus on a trade or making goods

3. Other- including Professional, Agcultural, Labouring/Maritime etc.

Using this basis ofamparison, the Bé&cand Ball sample shows a reasonable correlation with
data derived from an extensive review of éméire ®t of London occupations on marriage in

the registers 1659849 (Figure 2.3)>°

Figure 2.3: London Marriage Occupations (16591849

Class Marriage Occupations London
Sub-class 1659 to 1680 1681 to 1849
Other 52 8% 105 3%
Professional 28 4% 224 6%
Agriculture 21 2% 180 5%
Food 48 7% 218 6%
Craftsman 371 56% 1192 34%
Commerce 105 16% 847 24%
Citizens 20 3% 525 15%
Merchant 23 3% 172 5%

n. 4131 668 100% 3463 100%

Using thetriple segmentatioabove it can easily be shown that in the first period, Beakd
Ball's figures for those engaged in craftérades amounted to almost two thirds (62%), with
those in trade jusover a quarter (28%) and the remaining one in ten in other occupations.

(Table2.4).

53 Analysis of Marriage database derived from Digest Registers Inde 'Wohdon & Middlese v1.1, Quaker Fanty
History Society QFHS), 2008).
54 London & MiddlesexMarriage registe(QFHS, 20(8B); for OccupationalClassificationseeAppendx A.
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Figure 2.4: Beck and Ballcompared to London Marriage Register®

B&B 1680 16591680 B&B 1780 16811849

Commerce 28% 29% 66% 52%

Craftsmen 62% 56% 25% 34%

Other 10% 15% 8% 14%
100% 100% 100% 100%

A century later, and the proportions are almost completely reversed, with two thirds (66%)
engaged in commerce, and one quaetectly in crafts or trades. While the method used for
the 1780 sample is also urdimn, ananalysis conductedver all London marriage records up
to 1849 demonstrates a similar trend, if one slightly differing in magnitude. Demorggtratin
the difference betweearban' andrural’ Quaker occupations, a comparison with the sample
from theFirst Publishers of Trutfapproximately twentfive years earlier) shows the
proportion engaged in London commerce by 1680 is roughly double the §6&5 fihile

those engaged in crafts or trades are three times the earlier number. Thisitaban
difference is naturally exadmted by the scarcity of agricultural engagement in London

Quakerisnr®

Thepreviousmost comprehensive study to date of traiggn of Quaker occupations over the
long eighteenth century wésatcarried out by Richard Vann aixhvid Eversley and

published inFriends in Life and DeatP’ Ther overall objective was to trace the demographic
transition of families within the Societf Friends from its inception until the latter half of the

nineteenth century. Vann and Eversleyneated that they hadsable data for between one

55 Beck and BallLondon Friendsreclassified;analysis of Marriage database derived fidigest Registers Index Vdl
'‘London & Middlesex, v1.1, (QFHS 2008); London marriage registers combine Food and Commerce

56 Analysis of Marriage database derived fr@igest Registers Index Vol:llondon & Middlesek v1.1, QFHS 20@8).
57Richard T. Vann, and David Edwa@harkesEversley Friends in lifeand deaththe British and Irish Quakers in the
demographic transition, 1650900 (Cambridge Cambridge University Pres§992).
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fifth and one quarter of the English, Welsh and Scottish Quakers', citing a figure of 6,209
marriages aailable for their study from the period 164849% While this would appear to
provide a substantialata set for analysiheir methodology chose to include only those
records of individuals where multiple sources of information could be used tcaldailger,
‘familial' picture, a decision which necessitated excludingtrof theavailable information

The analysis of ocqations presented for the period is arranged in cohorts of fifty years from
16501849 for bothrural and urban QuakerdJnfortunaely, only the occupations of
bridegrooms whose age at marriage was kneereincluded.Altogether, tleir samplewas
reducedby two thirds, withonly 2,238 records used.The authors grouped occupations and
gavepercentages for types of occupation in eag@h-century Curiously, the occupations

cited arenot those practiced by those married during treatqul, butthose that would later be
practiced by those born in the period. This has the effect of blurring the distinctions between
alreadyverylarge ohats. However, a far more serious issue arises from a methodological
decision to include the sametadainder mltiple headings.Of necessity, occupations are
consolidategVann and Eversley use seven major groups: Agriculture; Textiles; Food;
Leather;Prdessional; Commerce; and Artisamgyile offering data on a further sixteen sub
groups®® However, he authos' explanation of the components of the groirpsxtenso

states:

"Total" is the number of bridegrooms, but many occupational groups arerfisted

than once. "Merchants" are included both under "Professional” and "Wholesale trade™;
workers in "Extiles, food and leather trades are listed again under wholesale trade or
retail trade or as artisans. Grocers, brewers, distillers, maltsters, mesadithens,

flourmen, and corn merchants are listed as wholesalers, along with cheesemakers,

58Vann and Eversley;riends in Life and Deatt88. Dr Richard Allen has algminted out that their alphabediselection
based on éimited number of surnames cannot but distort results for Quak®valies (Private communication, June 2019).
59Vvann and Eversley;riends in Life and Deattv0-71, Table 2.5.

60 This is an inevitable compromisthis research findsver 150 diferent occupationsn the marriage registersn inventory
of occupations isnicluded in Appendix A.
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vintners andsalters. Butchers, bakers and tobacconists are listed as retailers. Drapers
mercers woolstaplers or woolfactors, and tanners are considered who)ésasiers,

hatters, tailors, glovers and shoemakers are also considered &ftisans.

Including the samendividual in more than one category distorts the occupational trends over
time, as well asreatng fundamental problems with double countitigere is &ono

indication as tdhow the remaining occupations (more than one hundretivo third$ have
beenallocatedwhich meanst is not possible to validate or replicate the gtuding other
registers. However, this is rendered irrelevant since thecaipfi of data means that tihe
tables present findings for 3382 records, despite having reducedrtpke ssze from over six
thousand to two thousand. The extent of doubl@thog varies across cohorts, with the most
severe distortion in Urban recorti§30-99 (68% duplicated) and the lowest Rural 1-880
(27%); however, the inevitable consequence isdhalysis of the distribution (curiously
presented to a fraction of a pent) is highly problematic: it is difficult to concur with the
authorsconclwsion that their table isinlikely to be seriously misleading, especially for the
later periods®? In all, the approach taken would seem to represent something of a missed
opportunity with respect to understanding how the occupations of Quakers chaegéteo

period.

Regarding a purely quantitative use of occupations obtained from the marriage rétioeds o
Society of Friends, the authors accept that such data is avdidabt#aim that results may be
distorted by a number of facto®mongst these/ann notes tlat some Quakers would
already be married, possibly distorting statistics up to 1&#%&hile other problems arise

from the perennial question ofterpretatiorof 'attributes': what may b@afely)inferred from

terms such aslusbandman' direoman' at any specific date, or indeed place; did Quakers

61Vvann and Eversley;riends in Life and Deatt72; Table 2.5; note 1.
62\vann and Eversley;riends in Life and Deattv2.
63Vann and Eversley;riends in Life and Deat68-70.
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systematically avoid the attributdentlema’; how should multipléattributes' for an
individual be treated? Téseissues wrealso of concern for Simon Dixon in his study of
London® He follows Vann in anticipating potential conflicts arising from grounding complex
social conclusions on a narraefinition of single occupational attributés viewshared by
most addressing the problem. Dixon also identifies two further potential issuasstthe f
concerns the gender gap caused by lack of women's recortisidtely for this analysis of
(male occupational trends, this does not signify, notwéahsing the role of the family in
facilitating commerce A second issue concerns what Dixon démsas'misrepresentation’
of attributes, which may cause higher status occupations to be claimee purgpose of
'social kudos'. Dixon suggests that Qeradthicscould have diminished this risk, but might
equally have concludedahbsincethe recordd 'quality served as an identifier within a
networked community, any description recoreexlild indicae howthe individualwas
identifiedby the recordinglerk, rather than a pretensiondcsocial position.
Notwithstanding, Dixorseesvaluein using mariage registers to establish the broad social
trends in registered attributes over tifrmoking atQuaker Communities in London from
1667c.1714', he appis the occupations for briggooms given in marriage registers to
assess trends in social compiesi®® From the 1692 Poll Tax records, amongst other
sources, Dixon estimates that between 40% andd#@e London labour force was engaged
in 'some formof industry’, of which textiles formed just under halfs always, the challenge
of categorisatiomtrudes, and he rightly acknowledges the blurring betweanufacturing’
and'dealing’ if the formemade goods for sale. Dixon modifies a classificatiased on

London Poll Tax data from 1692, giving seven primary categories andféontygecondary

64 Simon Dixon,Quaker @mnunities in London, @67-c1714, Ph.D. thesisUniversity of London 2005
65 Dixon, 'Quaker Communities in Londgrs4.
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caegories® His analysis collates occupations by decile, and clearly shows that between 1670
and 1719Mhere was a steady decline in marriages featumagufacturing’ Quakers (from

51% down to 35%), and a steady ris&imalers' (from 23% to 379%). He corcludes that

over the period to 1719, thmovement appears to have been deserted by those employed in
forms of production, particularly clothing and téx manufacture' whiléts membership base
among the generally wealthier traders and dealers reohstiong throughout the peridi'.

This phrasing sits uncomfortably with the trenddicated (below) &m ananalysis across the
long eighteenth centuryhichindicates that manynanufacturers' continued to marry as
Quakers, albeit in declining propanis while an increasing number were attracted from
commercial occupation®ixon wryly acknowledge&he social and occupational structure of
early Quakes has been scrutinised more than any other aspect of th® aadtynderstands

the'methodologicabindconceptual minefield' that surrounds such analysis.

Yet there are a number of commiactors whichcanexplain differingresearcltonclusions.
They arise principally from differences in geograpbgmple sizemethod, and interpretation.
It is now gerrdly agreed thatraditional occupations would vary by county, and that the
composition of attributefor rural and urban Quakers would also difebstantially.
Focussing on discrete geographies, and largetiye period before 1675, detailed studiés
the social origins of Quakers began with Alan Cole, who subjected a number of regional
records to stastical analysis to conclude that earlyefrds were largelyurban and rurgbetite

bourgeoisiéwith someeconomicallypressed yeomeff .RichardVann daimed that Friends

66 Dixon cites JameAlexander,Economic and Social Structyrppendix 5,340-56 for a full breakdown of the
classification scheme, and4775 for a rationale

67 Dixon, 'Quaker Communitiein Londory 310-311 Tables A2.2, A2.3

68 Dixon, 'Quaker Communities in Lond{i79.

69 Dixon, 'Quaker Communities in Lond{i79.

OW.A. Cole, The Social Origis of the EarlyFriend$ Journal of the Frieds' Historical Society Vol. 48(1957): 117.
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included a larger proportion of higher statusderyeomen®! a view challengetly Judith
Hurwich, who found a preponderee of'artisans and poor husbandmen' in her study of early
Warwickshire Quakerisrf? Barry Reay, while idenflying regional variations in Quaker
social composition, concludes that the Society was primaritydling';”® while Bill
Stevenson, looking aD9members of an early Buckinghamshire meeting, finds 28.3%
engaged in commerce, contrasted with only 20.0% wgiiki crafts’# As Hurwich suggests,
the evidence aligns with a view thalifferences in regional ecomies and Quaker
missionary work may hee resulted in different social pattetfrs If we aceptthis as
inevitable, then we can follow Tollexampleand not'venture into the disputed realm of
priority'’®i either that oHearth Tax estimates over occuipagl analysis, or Warwickshire
recods over those of BuckinghamshoeNorfolk. Instead, a single approach tetatistical
analysis othe Societis records, in a number of geographies, across the peasiodcessary

before generating conclusiobase& on both volume andonsistency of data.

2.3 Revised Register Analysis: Method and Data

Given the difficuly associated with useful interpretation of tigufes given by Vanand
Eversley, andhat associated with@mparison of local studies by Cole, Huetvj and
Davies, a pwly quantitative analysis of registers remains necessary to establish trends.
Fortunately, as is acknowledged, a sizable quantumscnipational data is available for

study. Accepting appropriate caveats in recognition of potentiartissy caused by the

I R. T. Vann,Quakerism and the Social Structure in the Interregri®ast and Presentno. 43, May 1969cited in R.T.
Vann,'Rejoinder: The Social Origins ofd@lEarly QuakefsPast & Present48 Aug., 190, 162164.

72 Judith Hurvich, 'The Social Origins of the Early Quakers', Past & PreBEn#8 (Aug., 197) 156-162;'SocialOrigins.

73 Barry Reay,The Social Origins of Early Quakerisrdyurnal of Interdsciplinary History 11, (1980: 55-72; see ao

Reays The Quakers anthe English Revolutior{fTemple Smith, 1985) 24; Reay claims a more plebeian element in Cheshire,
Somerset and Ess, than Colchester, Norwich, Buckinghamshire.

74 Bill Stevenson;The Scial and EconomiStatus of posRestoratiorDissenters, 1660725, in Margaret Spufford edThe
World of Rural DissentergCambridge Cambridge University Pres§999: 351-58.; Table 14, 353.

5 Hurwich, 'SocialOrigins 161; her analysis uses recofds267 individuas between 1662 and 1720.

6 Tolles,Meeting House an@ountingHouse51-2, in respect of Web'srclaim forhis Ethic.
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original data, the method used by this research was to employ a single, replicable approach
over each ofive sets of Quarterlivleeting marriage registers for the period 16559 to
generate a sample size 6510 records’’ Using he digital digestsreated from original
marriage registers by the Quaker Family History Socfétlye approach first extracted all

male records, whitwere then deluplicated, removing entries caused by copying, as well as
remarriagesAll remarriages wee crosscheckedo identify anyfor which attributes had
changed, and all such changes logged. Those without occupational attributes were tallied to
eshblish the proportion of records included, as well as the overall number of marriages in
each cohort A comprehensivenventory of occupations was compiled from all registers

each occupatiowasassigned to aubclass, based dits affinity with comnerce.”® These
subclasses wergroupedwithin thethreeclassoccupational taxonomy introduced above,
accoding to commerall orientation: Commerce (including Retail, Manufacturers, Citizens &

Merchants); Craftsmen (including Food); and Otlagricultural, Professional, or othér

For each register, the entries were grouped intge2s cohorts: up to 167%676-1700;
17011725; etc. Within these cohorts, the percentage of each occupatiomddssiivas
calculated, along with the number of such marrigggyear, and the proportion of
occupational entries with attribut#sThe percentages of each stlass jer cohort was used
to indicate trends in proportions over the entire period, for each register (geogriajcliay).
be seen that this approach remose®ral difficulties identified earlierFirstly, gradations of
socal class amongst landowners can begside, as bothusbandman' arigeoman’ are in

the same class, and any distinction is not of significance for this skuidyworth noting in

" Thusan increase of more than 3,000 over thamined by Vann and Eversley

8 Digest Registers Index Vok8; 'Suffolk’, 'Norfolk, 'Essek 'Durhan, 'London & Middlesex, v1.0/1, (QFHS 20032012
79 See Appendix Ga.

80 The latter indicators were used in order to establishdepresentative were the results from any given quarsitene
registers having revealed@malous figures caused by yéow numbers ofecords for example, Sufflk 17251750 has
only three entries with attributes, compared with 58 and 26 for the cdalithies side.
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passng that while the registers do in fact contain the very rare fube @uality'gentleman’,

this maybe because such a description failed to distinguish individuals sufficiently as much
as from an administrative insistence on social egalitarianisith rdépect to issues of

multiple attributes, the registers are byeimtboth unambiguous and detailedld sometimes
even distinguish betweéoccupational’ roles, as in the case of'tharking brewer’, rather

than a brewery ownét. On close inspectigrthey avoid theéattribute duplication' that Vann
anticipates, witlexceptions proving statistically imgiificant: in thefive registers examined

in detail for this research, multiple attributes occurred in only a handful of records, and then
usuall provided related occupations, includitraper and Salesman' '&armer and

Maltster'. A comprehensive rew of the records kept by Friends over this period shows that

overall, less thaf.23% of records contained more than one attribEtgure2.5).

Figure 2.5: Registers: DuplicateOccupational Attributes 165518492

Records with

QM Register ltems Multiple Attributes

Occupations
Essex 447 2 | 0.40% | Draper & Salesman, Farmer & Maltster
Suffolk 201 2| 1.00% | Hatter & Hosier, Farmer & Gréar
Norfolk 479 2 | 0.40% | Grocer &Tallow Chandler, Salesman & Drap
Durham 262 2| 0.76% | Grocer & Druggist, Grocer & Sadloth maker
London/Mddx 4131 41 0.10% | (See text).

n.5510 12| 0.22%

Within the London registers, the duplicate attrib@esalsousually complementary, such as
'‘Merchant and Shi@wner','Schoolmaster &\Vriting Master', Tallow Chandler andilman,
‘TeaDealer &Grocer','Caulker and Shipwright'. THeur instances which indicate the

potential for distortion aréBroad weaver and wire drawerButcher or brewer'Currier and

81 For example, Aaron Gibbard 1712, Devonshire House MM, L&M Marriage Regi@FHS 2003).
82 Source: Mariage Register Aalysis data base froBigests(QFHS 2003.
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leather cutter"Grocer or Weaver all may indicate confusion inémind of a recording

clerk, but ultimately are far to insifficant numerically to have any statistical imp#tt.

With noted ekepions, the registers examined provide representational data for the entire
period under analysfé For each cohort, tiseFigures provide a total of entries, the
percentage witlttributes, and an average number of marriages per year. Overdhgiset
of over fiveand a halthousancentries is heavily weighted towarttee urbanLondon and
Middlesex the results for the o#ingeographies are therefore also presentedrasgy for

comparison: fortunately for interpretation, all exhib# tame trends.

2.4 Revised Register Analysis: Findings

The purpose of the analysis was to establish if there was evidence from a varietydsf oéc
Quaker marriages to indicate trendlasses of occupations, and in particular if the
occupations of Quakenen at marriage supports the claim that membership of the Society of
Friends was compatible with engaging in commerce. Having evaluaezaim, the
aggregatedata was examined tea if and how this compatibility varied over tinpgesented

graphicaly below (Figure 2.6);% individual register results are shown in Figures2 .86

83 For example John Lee 1687, m. at Devonshire house, WiltshirelMM; Mar riage Register, @FHS 2003).

84 Only four exceptions areoted once when the cohontas populated with only 3 reads (Suffolk 172650), and two

(Essex 16595, ad 172650) where the number of marriages with attributes €196 of the cohort totaDurham (1726

50 had no values for craftsmdfor all casestherelevanttablesin Appendix Cpresent théigures while thedata pointson

the grapls beloware smoothetb reflect trends.

85 Note the figure for 'Craftsmen' includes those engaged in 'Food' production/trade/sales in order to facilitate comparison
with previous studies.d¥ clarity, a broken black Imindicates 'Commerce plus Fgdtie Food value shoulddhefore be
subtracted from the 'Crafts' value for direct comparison with this line. In the above chart, for example the deltaln the fin
cohortis 20%, and the figurfor Craftsmen alone is thugi%.

86 Data tables are given appendiesC.a-e.
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Figure 2.6: Occupational Trends- All Registers 16591849

Occupational Trends - All Registers 1659-1849
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Using data from altegisters, it is clear that over the period there is an upward trend in the
proportonsof registry entries which include attributes associated with commerce, and a
strong decline in those associated with crafts. Removing the $tdsclass from the
Craftamnen total, and adding it to Commerpeovides additional evidence as to the trends.
The trend begins around the first quarter of the eighteenth century, and continues throughout
the period. This would indicate that acrossfilie registers analysed, for the period under
review, an evemcreasing proportion of Quakers marrying wengaged in commercial
activity, while those engaged in crafts declined from almost two thirds to less than one
quarter. The trends for th@ther' ¢ass, which includes Professional, Agricultural, and Other
occupations, is broadly static. This class corgtdie subclass of occupations which are not
related commerce or Craft/Trade, and therefore can be set aside for the purpose of this

analysis. Howeer, in general, it can be observed from the data under review that what have

87 Marriage Register Analysis data base frathfive sets ofQuarterly Meeting Registers (5.50); (QFHS, 2003).

57



been typically regarded as tlwsver'social' attributes (Labourer, Servant, Apprentice, Soldier,
Army, Sailor, etc.) are largely absent from all regist&ssn explanation wouldeem to need

to distinguish between whether those in this social class were not present in the Society of
Friends, or simply that they did not marpossibly further research may confirm whidh.

may be that crosgenerational occupational continuityhich tended thoséorn' into an
occupation to continue with it, would mean that the very low numbersoyimg labourers
would, over time, reduce further. Certainly one effect of the Quaker ban on exogamy would

be to increase the effect of any suargmissiont®

Theaggregated data suggests that the trend continued throughout the period, and that the
point whereCommerce overtooKrafts as the main class of occupation was around the final
quarter of thesighteentrcentury, whileCrafts continued toetline as a class of attribute. The
element of professions will be considered in due course, howevess abititiit is worth
observing that the decline @ther' class is largely the result of an ever diminishing cadre of
labouring/maritime Friends m@ing in the registers. As expected, there are regional

variations in both the extent and timing of thesaids.

Considering London, Commerce has overtaken Crafts as the main class of occupation by the
early years of the century, occupying more than ¢fatfiarrying Friends from the first

Quarter onwards. (Figuz7). While the final cohort data is thin (14&cads), it is possible

to see that the rise in Commerce has ceased while Professionals are steadily increasing to the
point where they equal Craften (14%$°. Other registers show similar trends across the

period (Figure.8-10).

88 _.ondon alone contains no more than a handful of majia&bourers are all but absen

89 See Chaptet 'Discipling.

90 See data tablés AppendixC for figures Durham datgwhile far smaller) alsexhibits a rapid increase in the Professional
class from the final quarter of the eighteenth centwriyile beyond the scope of this @yythis may be a profitable area for
further investigation.
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Figure 2.7: Occupational Trends- London Registers 16591849

Occupational Trends - London Registers 1659-1849 (n.4131)
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%1 Marriage Regiter Analysis data base from Quarterly Meeting Regidterslon & MiddlesexVol. 4, (QFHS, 2008)(n.
4131)
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Figure 2.8: Occupational Trends- Suffolk Registers 165918492

Occupational Trends - Suffolk Registers 1659-1849
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Figure 2.9: Occupational Trends- Norfolk Registers 1659184%3

Occupational Trends - Norfolk Registers 1659-1849
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92 Marriage Register Analysis data kgsom Quarterly Meeting Redexs'Suffolk' Vol.1, (QFHS, 2003)(n.201); note:
172650 correctedlata aonly 7 records in Cohort, taking the average of cohorts either side.
9 Marriage Register Analysis data base from Quarterly Meeting Redstefslk' Vol. 2, (QFHS, 2004/5)(n. 479)
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Figure 2.10: Occupational Trends- Essex Registers 16598494

Occupational Trends - Essex Registers 1659-1849
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Figure 2.11 Occupaional Trendsi Durham Registers 16591849°
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94 Marriage Register Analysis datase from Quarterly MeetingegistersEssex Vol. 3, (QFHS, 2006)(n.447) 165975
cohort recalculated in line with trend (13 records 10% entries);-5@26&es a calculated averageonly 3 records in

Cohort.

% Marriage Register Analysis data base fr@uarterly Meeting RegistetDurham Vol. 5, (QFHS, 2A2); (n.262); 172650
cohortfor Craftsmerrecalculated in line with trend’he smaller data set results in more fluctuatingadyics while the
effect of a apid rise in Professionalccupationss reflected in the steep risa iOthelcategory, and accounts for thesling

'‘Commercidltrend.
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For the purpose of comparison, the groups offered by ¥adi&versley were reconsolidated
into the hreeclasstaxonomyto compareagainst the larger data set. Those engaged in the
'Food' category (bakersjillers, brewers etc) were alsonsidered, on the basis that such

occupations would usually include a commercial elenfégu¢e2.12).

Figure 2.12: Re-categorised \dnn & Eversley Cohort Data 16501849°

V&E QM Cohort
Occupational Category 1650 1700 1750 1800
99 49 1800 49
Rural Commerce 33% 45% 50% 47%
Urban Commerce 33% 44% 51% 63%
Rural Commercial & Food 41% 59% 63% 54%
Urban Commerce & Food 41% 54% 58% 80%

Thus reframed, it becomes apparent that the data presented bandfwersley largely
supports the claim that over the long eighteenth century, a greater proportion of Quakers
included in the marriage registers were engaged in comnasrgeere those engaged in

commerce and food preparation/sales.

% \Vann and EversleZohort dataeformatted andre-categorisedor purpose of compaiis.

97 While percentages dhese occupations remain high in the ninetbargntury, the Vann and Enstey datareformatted in
Figure2.12 suggest some decline in rural areas. As is clear from figurea L. above, this is not in line with the {gar set
of occupationahttribute data, or indeed that from any individual regisand is thus likely tbave arisen from peculiarities
in their methodology reviewed earlier.
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One further point to be mdaat this introductory stage concerns the trends within Commerce
subclasses in London over the period (Figlr&3). Of clear interest is the significant

increase in professionals, a sekass which appears to have grown atélpense of Retail.

Figure 2.13: Selected Occupational Trends London Registers 165918498

Selected Occupational Trends - London Registers 1659-1849
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London registers are unique in that their size provides a statistically significant sample of
Quakers who can be shown to have remarsome 310 males have been identifi€af.
thesesame 86 have a modified attribute, of which 45 involve the additighepattribute
'Citizen' to indicate membership of one of the Livery Compatii¢sowever, itshould be
noted that there is a clear decline in the use of the attf®izen’ from 160, and it
disappears from the registers by 1800. Given the corrdsppmcrease in those in the sub

class of Retalil, it seems likely that Friends marrying from-o1i8th were identified instead

%8 Marriage Register Analysis data bdisem Quarterly Meeting Registdrondon& Middlesex (QFHS, 2008).
9 Analysis of Marriage records for London and MidaleQuarterly Meeting 1650849 (QFHS, 2008); see Appendix C.

63



by their commercial activity. Examples of the attrib'@i¢i zeri being subsequently omitted

occur in the case of Thomas Wesilk (in 1721and1735), and William Jeffries (in 172¢hd
1762); insufficient to prove, but peaps indicative of a trend in clerking policy. The rate of
change in the data towar@Retil' occupational attributes continues to grow until the

nineteenth entury, when more than half of London bridegrooms were engaged in commercial

activities.

2.5 SummaryFindings

Previous analysis of Quaker occupational marriage data has been used laaydiyate f
assessments of social structure, with a variety of metbgus and approaches deployed to
interpret registers across a range of geographies for diffeniostly early, periods. Some

studies have also used additional sources, including heathcards, Poll tax records, and

wills. The most comprehensive preugstudy, by Vann and Eversley, presents data that
cannot be sufficiently differentiated for tharpose of identifying trends in commercial
engagemeniThe analysis for this researchshgperated over both a larger data set (ovB0®
records), and foa longer period (16591849) than previous studies. It has also used a single
source (Quaker Maage Registers), across varied geographies, urban and rural, and a single
methodology. Fis has ensured not only that statistical samples are composedsahtiee
elements, but that interpretations are comparable between geographies and cohorts. By
focusirg on the relationship of marriage occupations to commerce, the analysis has been able
to dispense with the filters ¢&docial interpretation’ which have bettie cause of much

previous debat&® From these origins the current research demonstrates aetexrtrends
towards commerce operating in all geographies, and across rural anduidkars. All

registers indicate an upward trend in the proportidmegistry entries which include

100 Noting that while such debates should ever remain resolved, this wipddrao be an inevitable result of thaiigins.
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attributes associated with commerce. This trend is sustained #wqeyiod from 1659 to
1800, and levels off subsequently, with the proportion of magiiyriends engaged in
commerce raising from approximately 20% téveeen 50 and 70%igure 26). As expected,
the trend is much clearer and stronger in London andlleséx registers, while rural records
show a reduced, if similar, effect (Figuiz3-2.10). Importantly, heanalysis gives rests
which are supported lyata outside the registersggesing Quakers in thie first decades
were engaged in commerce oafts: the occupations given in sixtyo wills during the

earlier part of the period shathat in Westmorland (one of the least urban areas for
consideration) roughly half the Quakertégers were YeomaRarmers, while just over half
were engaged in sontieade or craft®® The new analysis challenges Richard Vann's
conclusion thathe stronghbld of early Quakerism was among the substantial yeomen and
traders; that there were some gentemand professional men among the first converts; and
that poor husbamden and artisans were numerically insignificiftinstead, it seems that a
substantiaproportion of Craftsmen were present, which then declined at a greater or lesser
rate over the ext century and a half as commerce took oVee trend towards commerie
supported bylata collected by Vann in Norfol2and by Adrian Davies' study of
Colcheger®* In the latter study, Davies notes a difference in occupational mix overghe fi
seventy five years of Quakerism, and the variation between urban andalesalHowever,

his claim thatQuakerism attracted converts from both extremes of ttiel $verarchy’ would
appear to be of limited application outside Essex, and his early p&tiddstead, the

evidence suggests that Quakerism always had limited lejopb@se extremes, and

1013, SomervellSone Westmoreland wills 1686738 (T. Wilson, 1928) goted in RaistrickQuakersin Science and
Industry30.

102vann, 'Interregnur 78; also interestingvidencefrom the use of Quaker tradekens in place of small coins ofethealm
during the interregnum asdicators of Friends in trade; see Chapt&dllective Finance

103vann,Social Developmenti19, Table 10.

104 Davies, The Quakers in English Sociefy5-151.

105 Davies, The Quakers in English Socieys0.
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increasingly attracted those interested in commeltcgeem<tlear that, notwithstanding
differences in nuance regarding early Quaker social compoghier is sufficient evidence
to suggest that in addition to their spiriteahnections, a highly significant proportion of
Friends would be involved at some pdima commercial network: whether as makers or

sellers, as aggregators or dealers, or evetojankers.

2.6 QuakerCommere inContext

Having establish the clear trend @mgst marrying Quakers towards occupations involving
commerce, it remains to be estabdéidhow this compares with the wider society in which

they dissentedAs noted above, Raistk accepted the proportions presented in the 1688
'Schemeof Gregory Kirg, and concluded that that Quakers were indeed heavily over
represented in botRrofesfons', and inTrade and Commerc¥® The'Scheme' has attracted
much attention in the half century which has passed since Raistrick, and King's reputation has
shiftedfrom nascent demographer towatkat of Tory political manipulator, who in the

words ofTom Arkell was striving to reversedhWhig policy of a mercantile war under

William I1I's 'Whig Junto®” Setting aside motivation, it seems safe to follow recentirebe

in accepting that King seems to have been adept at constructing data for cgrtagakef

his Scheme a fact whichmay perhaps have occurred to Raistrick who cites a-Haryed

figure of 2.3% of the population engagediirade and Commerce' it the caveat from
Raistrick'if these figures can baccepted®® Recent work byfom Arkell is typical of the

‘wary collectve attitude among current historians' regarding King's estimates, accepting that

‘remote as they are from modern standards of acguteey remain the basis for estimate of

106 Gregory King,Scheme of the Income & Expence efs¢bveral families of England Calculatfed the Year 1688'wo
Tracts G. E. Barneted.,(Baltimore:Johns Hopkins Pre$$688]1936) Raistrick,Quakers in Science and Indust®g-30.
107See TonArkell, 'llluminations and Distortions: Gregory King's $ohe Calculated for the Year 1688 and $tueial
Structure of Later StuaEnglandThe Economic History RevieMew Series, Vol. 53\o. 1 (Feb., 2008 32-69.

108 Raistrick,Quakers in Science and Indust2g.
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social conditions at the end of the seventeeanturyl®® King's approach was first

establish the number of households in the country, then allocate the head of each to a
category. Settling on grand total @inse 1,360,586 households (each with four or five
members), his final version of the Someallocates some 40,000 as shopdess or traders

(2.9%) with a further 10,000 household heads engaged in Mercantile Trade at Sea (0.75%).
Following Raistrick, Quakerclearly exceeded these proportions by a vast margin at all points
in the period.King'sfigures are now considered to $igbject to a wide margin of error:

indeed have been describedkizarre’,'myopic' andliterally at sea'!°a more recent attempt

to examine the composition of occupations in the long eighteenth century by Petet Linde
and Jeffrey Williamsomstimate a further 16,000 merchants by land and 50,000 more
shopkeepers and tradesmanwhich they were encouraged by King's own rethibk/éars

later, which totalled 189,000 traders and publicans, including all those whotdidad
householdsi!! The sameesearchevised King's 60,000 upwards bjmost threg¢imes to

give 170,000 manufacturing households, 73,000 engaged in building4 &0 for

mining 112 For the purpose of comparison with this research, it is also wetithgrthat King

does not engageith the problematicattributesYeoman' ofHusbandman' whicfas Vann
suggestd)would often indicate status rather than wealth, shahthe income of the lower
status Husbandman might exceed that of a poorer Yebfh&n substantiakare the
acknowledged difficulties that Lindertharacterise his work asoffering to replace King's

old rough tentative guesses with new rough tergajivesses'* However, as an alternative

set of benchmarks, LindertiSnglish Occupatins 16701811 is of great value in not only

109 Arkell, "llluminations and Distortioris35

110 Arkell, 'llluminations and Distortionis45, 55; Petetindert andJeffrey Williamson, 'Revising England's social tables,
16881812',Explorations in Economic Histoyyl9 (1982) 385408 'Social tables'

111 Arkell, 'llluminations and Distortionss5.

1121 indertandWilliamson, 'Social Table's 387-390.

113 Income rage carbe considered in the region £40to over£200per annum for this period.

114 Quoted in Arkell,llluminations and Distortiors65.
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covering the geography, and population, but the entire period here under examiAaiis.
uses Categories of Occupatioeated by the 1831 Census, and samples burial records and
earlier census data to establise'new rough estimates' of the proporti@i®ccupations
overthe periodt'® Recalculang data from Lindet$ categories into the sulbasses used by
this researchllows a comparison between Quakers (as shown in Figbirar®d wider

national result¢Figure 2.4).117

Lindert's results show a generally static pattern of occupational distribution across England
and Wales throughout the period. The margin of errorasdlproportionsthe best currently
available, and modestly proposedwasy tentatie’- is given asup to five third's higher, or
three fifth's lower'. Fortunately, this range has a very limited impact in comparison with
Quakers over a similar periodtigure2.14 shows Lindert's calculations give around 6% of

employed males engaged@ommercial activity, fluctuating +/2% in line with his estimates.

115peter H. Lindert, 'English Occupatiori6761811; The Journal of Economidistory, Vol. 40, No. 4 (Dec., 1980 685
712. 'EnglishOccupation's

118 indert's splendid warning that 'uncritical consumption of detailed estimates can be critical to intéimitha(English
Occupation’s 704) cannot be oveetid.

117 Lindert, 'EnglishOccupations 702-4; data from Table 3.
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Figure 2.14: Occupational Trends- England & Wales 16881811

Occupational Trends - England & Wales 1688-1811 (Lindert Reallocated)
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Source: LindertOccupations 16701811 data reformatted; Commerce is the total of Lindert's Merchants,
Innkeepers, an@ommerce; Crafts is the total of Manufacturing, and Building; Food is the total of Bakers and
Butchers; Other includes Agriculture, Professions, and Other (LabourerisigVMaritime, Army, Servants,
Apprentices, Services, and Titledpd?, & Pensiones are excluded.

This is substantially below the number of Quakers in the marriage registers in all but two
cohortst!®and the general trend in increasing Quaker commezogagement is clearly
stronger than the general England and Wélatsline' showrby Linderts wider data

similarly, his relatively stable proportion of Craftsmen is not reflected in the Quaker marriage
data(Figure 26). In short, the most recent esates of occupational distribution over the

period in England and Wales is highlyggastive of the Quakers being disproportionally

118 Norfolk 170125, and 172&0; while the analysis gives figures similar to Lindert for these two cohorts, they are clearly
statistically both anomalous ansignificant.
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engaged in Commerce almost from their inception, and becoming more so over the period, in

a trend that was not reflected angst those employed across the whole commdhity.

2.7 Chapter Summary

There are historgrgphical difficulties associated with reconciling previous assessment of the
composition of Quakerism from its inception until the mideeenth century. However,

while previous studies of occupations differ, they largely support a modified version of
WilliamBraithwaite's original conclusionthat early Friends were dravprincipally from

the trading and yeoman classes, though there usyesame artisans and labourexgair

number of merchants, and a few gentfy'By focusing on the relationshigtween

occupational attributes and commerce, this research has removed the distortions intruded by
previous sociological interpretatiofd.Using a single methodology ovewariety of

geographies, urban and rural, this research has enabled direct comfualisanade across a
common source of data derived from Quaker marriage records from Suffolk, Norfolk, Essex,
Durham and London and Midékexfor the duration of the longighteenth century. The

findings present, for the first time, a comprehensive aisadf over a century and a half of
records of occupations, demonstrating that the proportions of bridegrooms engaged in
commerce steadilyncreased, before settling at juser half of married Quakers for the

period. At the same time, those in lower tsteoccupations disappeared, the numbers

engaged in crafts halved, while the class of professional occupations more than ddwbled.
analysis carried out across tfige regionsover the long eighteenth century indicates that

those marrying within th8cciety were increasingly from commercial backgrounds, while

119 Further research may identifthergroups in Englandnd Walesimilar tothe Socety of FriendsseeChapter 9

120 Braithwaite,Beginnings of Quakerisrb12

121 Acceptingdiffering interpretationsnay be offeredn the dlocation of a smalhumber ofoccupations Millwright, for
examplejs considere@sProfessionalas adesigne/engneer of Mils) rather than Craftsmahnin none of theséstances
doesre-allocationhavesignificantstatisticalimpact.
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those from labouring backgrounds diminigdh€his supports theonclusions begun by Taylor
and Raistrick, that Qkar reords indicate thanhost Friends did not have to be drawn into
trade: almstall made their living either by making, selling, or buying, or a combination of
the threeThe comparisons with Lindeaiso suggests thébllowing Raistrick Friends were
more Ikely to be engaged in commercial activity than-me@mbers of the Societ Risks in

the analysis that have been considered armse the absence of Female data, and the use of
marriage records, which exclude those who were married before jti@rgpeety of

Friends or who never marriéé

Theresults support theonclusiornthat a significant proportion of thoseonvinced' to join the
Society of Friends were characterised by a set of shared commercial values, as well as
common preferences fogligious observance, and that the two sets of values were
compatiblet?® The remaiing chapters of the thesis extend this premise to identify elements
within the practice of Quakerism which could attract such men in increasing proportions, and
show howthe ewlving Quaker Disciplines, with their overriding concern to promote and
ensureliegood reputation of the Religious Society of Frieraig;apsulated bothdvices and
associated prohibitions whichy way of sanctioning access to the Quaker Netwaurk,

incidentdly facilitated commercial success.

122 These factors arevaluated imespect of the wider effect of Quaker marriage discipline, in Chépter

123 For estimates oQuake presence against the wider population, and a discussion on estimates with respect to births and
converts, see Andrew FinchaliRaith in Numberd Re-quantifying the English Quaker Population during the Long

Eighteenth CentutyReligions 2019, 10(2)83. 'Faithin Numbers The notion of common valuesas$ significance in
discussinghe Quakenetwork see Chapter 8.
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3PROFESSI ONS AND THE O.

This chapteexamines the claim that Quaker commercial success arose from the channelling
of energies which would have been diverted into the profession§umedders not refused to

take o#hs. Firstthe nature of the oaths required axarained and the relevant

paliamentary acts reviewed to examine what oaths were required and when; this reveals that
most barriers presented by oaths had been remove Bffirmation Act as early as 926,

with some flexibility existing long before that. Next, evidence from Quaieanbership of

City of London guilds and corporations is considered to establish that where necessary, early
Friends could either avoid theaessity of taking an oath, or maynply have taken oaths as
required thisrefutesRaistrick’'s claim that oathkang prevented Quaker membership of the
'larger trade guilds'The chapter next looks at each of tptions associated viait

contemporary pifessional chizesin thecontext & Quakerviews:theclergy andmilitary

optiors arereadily dismissed as contyaio Quaker views oshurch and \ar; government
office-holding is examined as to its nature, and the scale of opportunities, before being
rejected on grounds of expense andgaage rather than oaths. Next, strong evidence
suggestQuakers regarded theaugation of lawyer with the same abhorrence as they did that
of the hireling priest and for the same reason, believing law should be fdispensed.The

final professionabption, medidne, is shown to have been practi¢eskly by Quakers, with
evidencethat manyapparently took oaths in order to dowstil into the eighteenth century.
Quakesthus appear to have rejectedstoptions wilile pursuing others which suiteletir
purpose of economic prosperity without contradicting Frietedsimonies.The conclusion

rejects entirely any suggestion that Quaker commercial success resulteddnoensgon of
energy, and concludes that Quakeactively chose commerce as aywé providing a living

for themselves.
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3.1 Quakers, thé.aw, andOaths

To date mubk has been made of the claim that Quaker commercial success was the result of
Friends being excluded from th@ofessions' by virtue of oatlassociated with the tests of
loyalty to the crown and to the Anglican church, as embodied in acts of parlianwm ks

the Clarendon Code, discusdmlow. Raistrick's detailed survey sfience andndustry
emphasises the causality, and claims bothdhth taking prevented Quaker mwenship of
the’'larger trade guilds', and that the ordinary way' such a gnowf people with ariaptitude

for study' would have sent a high proportion of its members' into professional occupations.
Asrecently as 2017, Andrew Reekes' portrait of Ged@gdbury treats as axiomaticsth

notion that exclusion from professions andversity caused Friends toompensate' with

commercial success.

This picture is, however, beginning to change, led by SiBiaon's detailed study of

Quakers in LondoADixon has uncovered strong evidence that Quakassindividuals, if

not as a bog- found ways to accommodate the requirements of the law well before the
Affirmation Act of 1696 brought relief from the bigpations of oath takingThese oaths were,

as Braihwaite notes, the product of political fear rather thagre bigotry'4 the saramental

test of the Corporation Act (1661) was designed to root out disaffected persons from offices
in municipal corportions, while the Conventicle Acts (1664 and 1670)earto prevent
meetings of seditious sectari&gho under pretence of tender sgiences do at their meetings
contrive insurrections, as late experience hath sh&&uahilarly, the Five Mile Act (166p

was directed at former church office holders who Moot conform. Quakers had already

1 Raistrick,Quakers in Science and Indust#p-43.

2 Andrew ReekesTwo Titans (West Midlands History, 2017): 11.
3 Dixon, 'Quaker Commuities in Londory, 210-225.

4 Braithwaite Second Period 7-8.

5 Conventicle Aci(16 Charles Il c. 4)
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been identified as potential fanatics, anéitrefusal to swear on gospel grounds was only

further evidence of thoseender consciences'.

The extent of thi®oah-effect' is widely acceptedValvin claims that &efusal to swear oaths
prevented them from becoming freemen, but commercial gctivs often confined to the
local fraternity? while Richard Turnbullgalculatesl50 years ofexclusion and

persecit onéfrom universities, flifemthe'corporaiedtied, i f e é
by extendinghe persecution until th¢partid) repeal of theJniversity Test Acts in 1839t
seems evident, however, that the barrier was largely dismantleoia&ers no longer had
to swear. Erroneously, Walvin datthis to an (unnamed) Act of 1722, whilerrectly noting
that'before that da, many had managed to circumvent the riids'fact, as Simon Dixon
shows in his detailed account of the politicaimpaigns marking the Quakers outusful
people’, Friads had achieved the first Affirmation Act by 1696, and replacethaneer' wth
a legal form of wording that (most) Friends found acceptoWhile the 1696 Act did not
apply to theoaths required whegiving evidencen criminal cases, alloior Quaker

jurymen, ortheholding of any Crown office for profit the much larger baers with respect
to commerce were overcomeriends continued to be only lightly integrated with other
communities for a further century, and it seems likely that the firstdf these restrictions
were of low importancé?® the purchase of officds discussed undelLaw', below!? This Act

was renewed in 1701, and made permanent in 1715.

6 Such prompted the apologetic works suclh d@eclaration from the pple of God called Quakers against all seditious
conventiclesanddangerous practiss of any who under colour or pretence of tender conscience, have, or may contrive
insurrections, the said people being cleer from all such things, in the sight of Geds and meifs.n., 1670?).

7 Walvin, The Quakers32.

8 Richard Turnbull, Quaker Cajtalism Lessons for TodagOxford: CEME, 201% 17; the notion is pervasive except for the
most recent historians.

9 Walvin, The Quakers32. The Affirmation Act was 1696; his error is perhaps from following GeoffrentGr Quakers
Jews and Scienc€Oxford: OUP, 2005: 25.

10 Dixon, 'Quaker Communities in Lond§1238-247, as noted, Quaker arguments over preferred Affirmation wording
continued until the 1722 Act.

11 See Chapter 8\etwork.

12 affirmation Act, William 111, 16956; (7 & 8 Gul. llI. p.9. n3.).
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Dixon carefully qustions the level ofeal inconvenience caused by the doctrine on gaga
andconcludeghat postl696 there wa® change in the relationshiptveen Quakers and the
City of London® Analysk of data from the LondoandMiddlesex marriage records
suggests support for both his question and his statemehe thirtythree years of recorded
marriages before the act, fifgeven Quakers are reded as Citizens of London by virtue of
Guild membership, which required an gdththe same period faiWing the Act, 316 records
are for Quaker Citizen'$.Acknowledging that somof the earlier marriages may have
involved oathtaking prior to joining Fends, in view of the requirement of members to be
well-known to the Society, and the convergence ohties of marriage and completion of
apprenticeship (eadyo midtwenties),it seems likely that some of the professing Quakers
managed to find a mechiam for overcoming the barrier. It is also clear that the Quaker
marriage recordwill understate theumber of Freemen, since the desanp€itizen' was not
always appliedpossibly owing to differences in local meeting clerking poligyis is
evidenedby further aalysis of Dixon's list of thirty Quakéireemerof the Drapers
Company(from 16671720 against the relevant London & Middlesex marriage registers
which showonly twenty-two recorded a€Citizens', with five others recorded simply as
'Draper, despite marryin@fter becoming freemef?. As such, the discrepancy only
strengtheathis clam that Quaker representation in thgery Companiesas historically
been undergisnated, and that oaths did not present an insurmountable barnemueson

of exactly how strong was the Quaker presence might be a promising area for further study,

athough the inconsistency in the marriage records demands an alternative approach.

13 Dixon, 'Quaker Communities in Londyr247.

14 As a proportion of all marriage records, these are 3.5% and 13.0% respectively.

15 Dixon, 'Quaker Communities in Londr816; Table A6.1; compad toDigest Registertndex 'London & Middlesek
Vol.4, (QFHS, D08).

16 A starting estimate might look at how Quakers were represented as a proportion of thsihgtaheFreedom accounts of
the City of London for the period 1695, (CLRO, freedomaountsvols. /15, 2/15, 3/15; citedin Mark Knights, 'ACity
Revolution: The Remodelling of the London Livery Companies in the 16B@s'English Historical Reviewol. 112,No.
449 (Nov., 199Y¥. 1175 thisshows between 1700 and 2200 freemen wemedeannually acrossl @bmpaniesestimates of
London Ciy population suggest a total population in 1695 of around 12@R&0Jones and..V. Judges,London
Population in te Late Seventeenth Centyfffhe Economic History Reviewol. 6,No. 1 (Oct.,1935: 45-63); this gves3-
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Dixon's analysis of the records of several Livery Compamegidesevidenceof Quaker
membership before the Affirmatighct, suggestingndividual Quakers had circumvied the

problem of oathsbut aaths were not always a barrier when they were redjuire

David Scots work on York Quakersonfirms this view from the opposiendof the
country!” having noted that Quaker leader Geovgleitehead was waived the tenderivfgan
oath in 1663 by theympatheticAldermen of Hull*® he find similadeniency reflected in
York for whichhe notesonly ninecases of imprisonment for faifjnio take an oath over the
periodfrom 166017107 all of which occurredn the first ten years dhe Restoratiof® With
respect to the Affirmation Act of 1696cott maks thecontrastingreactions of theural
Lancashire friends (against) and those ofRkv(for) concluding this wasountry-city divide 2°
andnotes similarities with the traders Bfistol and elsewherehatFriends found themselves
obliged to sweaf* Thefew suffeingsnoted over the perioduggest thasuchmay have been
acts todemonstrege 'Testimony since had such requirements been enforeedny hundreds
would have been required to swedm support of this view, Scott findsily one Quakewho
appeared to fid problems with obtaining hiseedom of the Corporation, being charged
(‘fined) in 168lastandardE140licensefee to traden lieu of swearingwhich wasabated to
£100 @t which pricesince itincluded exemption from office holdirapd associatedosts it
may ultimately haveawedconsiderable expens#).Scott concludethat the barrier of oaths
‘presented no difficulty to Friends however, which strongly suggests that there was a
considerable amount of complicity between the Qusakead the civiestablishment on the

guestion of oatftaking, further noting thatriendshadlittle trouble becoming guild members

3.7% of males of all ages;30,000 males were of working age, {2d), working life is fifteen years, then most males of
working age could bEreemen.

17 David Scott'Politics, Dissent and Quakerism in York, 164000, PhD hesis, University of Yik, 1990

18 Scott,'Quakerism in Ydk', 61.

19 Scott,'Quakerism in York 78-79, Table 12.

20 Scott,'Quakerism in York 68.

21 Scott,'Quakerism in York 72.

22 Scott,'Quakerism in York 84.
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or performing their duties as suéhinterestingly, he instancésiends being fined for refusal
to hold office- often with the oath gien as the reasanconcludingthat'it is often impossible
to say how Frienslregotiated these obstacles without compromising their testitffo@gott
does not go as far as to suggest @adkers used the Testimony agawathsto actively

avoid the expase of office holding, yet declares he fintdsard to account for the elgen of
five quakers as Master and office holders in the Merchant Tailors in R6&@, wellthat they
could befined for refusal?® This illustratesan easily misunderstood disttion between the
oath required by th#661Corporation Acwhich did notapgdy to Livery Companieper se)
andtheuseby the those Companie$ administrativenathsbothon admissiorand for various

other functions, including office holding.

A similar picture emerges froMicholas Morgafs detailed work on Lancashire Friend

which indicates tht Quaker harassment in the matter of oaths was concentrated inthe two
year period 16662, while for Lancashire as a whole'ihe sixtytwo years for whicldata

has been gathered only 13 Friends are recorded as having suffeefdsiogrto qualify
themselves for office on oatff. Significantly,he noteghatat'Lancaster at least Jiends
have been identified as having held minor offices of the catiparduring this period, and a
similar situation seems to have existed at@n?’ While afurther 80 prosecutions of
Quakersvere notedn account of nogwearing in tithe actionshese weraspread over the

62 years of his stugyndMorgan notes that single impropriator was responsible for 47 of
these ¢ombinedn just two &tions: 12in 1684and33in 1691)?® Commercially, Morgais

lengthyperiod under revieviinds only threecases of Quakers in the courstyfferingon

23 Scott,'Quakerisgn in York, 89.

24 Scott,'Quakerism in York 90-91.

25 Scott,'Quakerism in York 92.

26 Nicholas Morgan'Lancashire Quakers and t@ath, 16601722, Journal of the FriendsHistorical SocietyVol. 54, No.
5 (1980: 235254, 242.Nine of these were for jury service.

2 Morgan,'Lancashire Quaker42-243,

28 Morgan,'Lancashire Qakers 243,
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account of inability to acces®mmercial adjudication in Chancery, leading Morgan to
guestion the frequeg®f such actionswhile simultaneously remarking on the absence of
recorced'sufferingsfor customs oathwhich wererequired on the import or export of goods
given the knownxent of Quaker tradéhese must have beeno me h ow @ pechapd e d é
becasein thecontemporarynind such wasbut a CustorHouse Oath; as if God who is

omnipresent, did natedl 2°

Usefully, Morganalsohints at two mechanisms by which Quakers mighbtead in
overcoming the oaths: in 1683 Meeting for Sufferings were madeeaiv@uaker testimony
being accepted and recorded by court officers without an oath under thiitatmvhich
Morgan believesvas by no means exceptioilin sharp contrast ighe response to a case
a Kent Friendvho employed a substitute to make @ath in court, condemned in 1678 by

Meeting for Sufferings as follows:

that we do utterlyletest and abominate in our very souls the thought and much more
the actions of employ@mor permitting any man to personate us in giving in any

answer o nwedadstbed it & fartgreater crime to suborn than sw&ar ...

There are mangituations m which suchruses might be applie®ichardVann notes one John
Wottonasgiving evidene in courtin 169032 andGeoffrey Cantohasevidence of Friends

taking oatls when convenient at Edinburdhwhile Morgan quotes the case of a Friend who
hadtaken @& oathbeing ordered to write a paper of denial, and present the same to the court at

which she had swornwhich would have scotched any impersonation attéfmpt

29 Morgan,'Lancashire Quaker®46; citing Henry Crouch’A Complete guide to the officers of His Majesty's
Customs(London, 1732), 143.

30 Morgan,'Lancashire Quakey252.

31 Morgan,'Lancashire Quakey®52253 ci ti ng AFHWVoLi,Bd®KB oaf Cases,
32Vann,Social development41.

33 Cantor,Quakers, Jews and Sciend@®-71; see also fn.71; discussedNtedicing, below.

34 Morgan,'Lancashire Quaker<36.
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In respect of Raistrick's unsubstantiated claim that oaths excluded Qtrakerthe larger

trade guilds', this is contranded by further analysis of the marriage records for Londdn an
Middlesex: pror to the 1696 Act, marrying Quakers were recorded as present in nine of the
'‘Great Twelve' Companie&(ocers, Draper, Fishmongers, Merchant Taylors, Skinners,
Haberdashers, 8ers, Vintners, and Clothiers), as well as Freemen of nindtetrer Guilds
(Dyers, Surgeon, Glover, Distiller, Joiner, Sadler, Silk, Poulterer, Leatherman, Weaver,
Blacksmith, Girdler, Clockmaker, Chandler, Draper, Feltmaker, Cooper, Cordwainer,
Upholgerer). Of course, other Quakers, who did not marry betweed 466 1696, migh

have belonged to other&crossthe entire registés36 Quakers were recorded as Citizens, the
last in 1795, over three quarters weomcentrated itwenty companiedalf in justten,with

sixty-six of approximately ninety Guilds repesgedoverall (Figure3.1).
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Figure 3.1.Guild Distribution of Marrying Quakers 1662 -1795°

Company Top 20 Top 10 Gizat

Bakers 13
Chandlers 22 22
Clockmakers 15
Clothiers 25 25 25
Coopers 26 26
Draper 43 43 43
Dyers 33 33
Fishmongers 6
Glovers 24 24
Goldsmiths 6
Grocer 18 18
Haberdashers 15 15
I[ronmongers 1
Joiners 31 31
Longbow String makers 10
Mercers 1
Merchant Taylor 25 25 25
Pewterers 9
Salters 3
Skinners 11 11
Surgeon 10
Tinplate 19 19
Vintner 17 17
Weaver 27 27
Woolman 14
Bold lItalic = Great Twelve
Total Citizens =.536 407 275 171
Percentage ddl Citizens 76% 51% 32%

During much of the period before the Affirmation Act of 1696 the regulatidghexguilds
was in some disorder. Mark Knights' research into the period under James Il concludes that
tension arose between tfieancial needs of the Monarch and tie-conformst interests

which wereparticularly strong' amongst the trading intefshe city¢ This conflict arose

35 Source:Analysis ofLondon & Middlesex Marriage Records 166395(n.3621); Digest Register Index Vol.4London &
Middlesex, Vol.4, (QFHS, 20@).

36 Mark Knights,'A City Revolution: The Remodelling of the London Livery Companies in the'18B6 English Historical
Review Vol. 112,No. 449 (Nov., 1997)1145.
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from thetradition of monarchs from Henry VIII onwards to use wesalth of theCompanies

of London (and that of their membership) as a sourceftdr( forced) finance, an approach
which was echoed by that of parliameantidg its struggle with Charles'massive loans had
been squeezed from the companies' and many were not tépaitlvilliam Herbert put it, in
consequence of having farnishte | oans, thus arbitrarily an
these societiesyhich had formerly been highly paid for as a privilege, became a 'é¥des
Companies, however, represented a powerful isaw@ wealthy set of interests, and acted in
their ovn defence politically and legally by achieving a ruling from Chief Justale that
the'companies and inferior corporations of London' technically lay outside the provisions of
the 1661 Corporation &.2° This ruling appears to have been overlooked leyipus

historians of Quaker business origins, and may help account fprabence of Quakers

within the Livery CompaniesFurther attempts by the Restored Crdwinterfere with
Company business followlehequo warrantosattack on the City itself, byhich the Crown
retrieved (before rselling) all benefits held under charrias rights belonging to the

monarch’® Some Companies took action to protect their memberghiights citeshe

Merchant Taylos as known nowgonformists, who in 1680 removedethequirement for
liverymen to takéany oath except that required compary-laws'# The'especially
recalcitrant’ Skinners company (led by London MP, Thomas Pilkington) held a meeting in
1681 wherean order was made to retain nonconformists who hadrbe members without
taking the requisiteaths? At any event it appeatbat the ruling ensured a measure of
confusion, amid which no clear policy was easily enforceable. Subsequent measures under

James Il attempted to ensure pryal Corporations bynserting a sacramental clause into the

87 Knights,'A City Revolution, 1173.

38 William Herbert The History of the Twelve &at Livery Companies of Londditlerbert,1837): 176-180 for forced loans;
see below for Companies as sources of funds.

39 Knights,'A City Rewlution’, 11441145.

40 Knights,'A City Revolution, 1147.

41 Knights,'A City Revolution, 1146.

42 Knights,'A City Revolutior, 1146.
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replacement chartersa shortlived manipulation which was further confused by the 1687
Declaration of Indulgence, which suspended the penal laws associat¢den@tarendon
Code. Interestingly, Knights suggedisat the declaration itself may have baerder the
influence of [QuakerWilliam Penn' as a powerful representative of nonconformist business,
while noting that even before this (in June 1688puake was admitted as a freeman of the
Skinners' withoutaking any oath, but sealing a bofit is possible that the individual
political alignments of the Guilds influenced Quaker choice for memberEhgMerchant
Taylors was the fourth most represenpéthe Guilds for Quakers in the marriage records
sanple, with twenty five member¥.By contrast, the lowest Guild representatizas a single
member of the Mercers, the Company first in precedence, and whose lavish ceremonies
includedparading a 22oot high gilded Chariot containing a live representatibthe Virgin

i a practice wich may have been less palatable to Friefidhe degree of membership
paints a picture at odds with theaditional' academic view of Quakers excluded from
participationin Guildseitherby religious persecution or legalitie§ oaths. Rather, it seems
that Quakers were present in some numbersmitieé decisiormaking structures of the City
(‘The Great Twelve' Guilds), and had an earlier, more widislyibuted networlas Freemen
of the other City Guilds than has previoubben implied by historians such as Vann and
Cantor with their view of hteseventeenth century Quakers as sectari&os's'peculiar

people“® preserving a careful isolation in all circumstan€eés.

43 Knights,'A City Revolutior, 1162,fn.1, citing'Skinners' Company Archives, court bk. 6 (165 fo.27.

44 SeeFigure 3.1.

45 0One Norris Purslowm.1718; the Skimers, in contrast, had eleven marrying Quakers overdhied suggestingnalysis
of the Quakemembership offerinteresting aremafor further study

46 Fox Epistles, 164; (CLXXII, 1659).

47 See CantorQuakers, Jews and Scien@s-25; Vann,Socialdevelopment197-208; also Thomas &hcock The Peculium
: An endeavour to throvight on some othe causes of the Decline of the Society of Friends, especially in regard to its
original claim of being the Pedakr Peopleof God (Smith, Elder 1860); this work shared with Rowntresguakerism, Past
and Presenthe prize for an essay explaining theldexof Friends dered in March 1858.
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Interestingly, Dixon's research also suggests that €)sakere underepresented in the
higher Company offices as Liverymen, asftice holders*® But before interpreting this as
exclusion, oe must consideif Quakes avoidedtaking office whenpossible, sincen

payment for thetatus (of no interest to tiiguaker) anincumbent was required to both host
and fund the often lavistntertainments whiclwould becomen evefincreasing part of the
attraction of Company membership as the centurgwar That contemporaries indeed took
this view is supported bydery Gauci, in his study of overseas merchamsfindsthey felt

no necesity to ascend the corporate ladder, and instances a case where fneercleants
would'incur heavy fines' in ordeo avoid the Livery*® Gauci notes that the commercial
appeal othe Companies began declining after the Stu@with thar political roletaking
over), butobserves thdin 1700 merchants were still joining Livery companies in droves',
which he largs} attributes to the desire for commercial networks and informatidine
declining practical utility of the Livery Companies for commercerduthe century may

perhaps account for the later absenc&obker membershitt

Notwithstanding, the evidenahowsthat between one fifth and one quarter of all Quakers
marryingin London and Middlesex between 1660 and 1795 were recorded as Citizens, o
Freemen of the Corporation of London, with a peak of above 25% for the earlier decades of
the eighteenth centyP? This would seem to refute tlogaim that oaths acted as an etfee

barrier to exclude Quakers from joining Guilds, either before or @féeAffirmation Act

both because Quakers would find alternatieesaths or perhaps takdhemon occasion

without fear of sanction.

48 Dixon, '‘Quaker Communities in Londpr208215.

49 Perry Gauci, Perry 'Informality & Influece: The Overseas Merchamd the Livery Companies, 168720 in lan Gadd &
Patrick Willis, eds.Guilds, Society and Economy in Londetb@1800Q (Centre for Metropolitan History, 2002127-140;
131.

50 Gauci,' Informality andInfluence, 127.

51 See Chpter 9.

52 Marriage dataralysis the absence of the word 'Citizen' from the record after 1795 (excepting orredong:in 1833)
may indicate a change in recording policy.
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3.2 Quakers and the Professions

Taking Raistrck's'aptitude for study' to mean that Friends were not hampered by fun@ddme
lack of ability, the nature dQuaker norparticipation inthe professions' can now be
examined more canglly. The study of early professions is currently fragmented, witk li
synthesis and less analysis; of the few general approaches to thé&ktmgemary O'Day in

The Professions in Early Modern England 148D(3 draws on more specialist research to
provide an assemblage which illuminates discrete times and pladdspawhich certain
data points can be established. The data containe®ay®@ drawn upon heavily here, albeit
to form distinct conclusionsHelen Jewel's definition dprofessions' includes the Church,
Medicine, Law, with the armed services, thé@l@ervice,with possibly teaching bringing up
the rear’® With regard to althese, it may safely be asserted that only the Clergy were
sufficiently evolved during the long eighteenth century to operate as a holisticaligged
‘profession’; the rest webeginning to emerge from traditions (and in the case of medicine,
possibly siperstitions) which had persisted over centuries, and were begiorteg ¢
examined through the beliefs of the enlightenmétdwever,suchprogressascould be made
was at 10 time organisedr regulatedy thestate, and remained hugely influencedHtoy

belief thatmedicine, like the church and the law, was regardeal @odgiven calling by

many who selected it as a caré@rOutside military service (clearly unacceptatuid-riends
given their testimony on peac¥)there was aabsence of any caat planning, or even
controt many lesser bodies appear to haverafited to renterpret their roles simultaneously
with consequent overlaps and gaps as to how business vi@saet. This in turn allowed

for, and even encouraged, a broad spectrum bfitees in all threefields - from the highest

53 Rosemary O'DayThe Professions in Early Modern England 148DQ (Longman, 200).

54 Helen JewelEducaton in Ealy Modern England(Macmillan, 198%: 60; the'civil service in its modern form of an
organised state beaucracy was nineteentientury plenomenon; state offieeolding is discussed below.

55 O'Day, Professions in Early Modern Englan@50.

56 For the antiwar stancef the Society of Friends see Extracts, 208 'War'; further Advices warned against thdilitia '
(Extracts, 8788); and against militarisipassim
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practitioners down tthe pettifogger, the quack, and even the dissenting preackeentis
thata similarerroneousnachronism nderlies thegpopularbelief thatqualificationfrom one

of thetwo wniversities was a preequisite to a professional career, thus prompting ltiec
that exclusion was the reason smfew Quaker professionals. As is shown below, Quakers

seem to have k&n an entirely practical view of their occupations

3.3 Universities and th€lergy

Theoriginal functionof both Englishuniversities (Oxford and G@abridge) was the
preparation of individuals for ordination in the Church. Jewel records that after the
reformaion, clergymen numbered some 15,000 (from a population of 3viith)10,000
beneficespf which 300 fll vacant annually’ University attendanceemainedf value less
because of qualifications degree wagnnecessarfor ordination; rather what \as \alued
was the possibility of advancemehtough preferment bihe conferringinstitute®® Stressing
the political importane of the clergyHugh Kearneysuggest&he close watch which the
government maintained upon Oxford and Cambridge illustratesyctbarkxtent to which
they remained seminarié$Further, &ir from leading théevelopment of a changing society
after theRestoration, O'Day points to a reductiorumversity numbers between 1670 and
1809, thatsignified the withdrawal of the Univergs from the life of the nation’, while Stone
estimates Oxford graduate numbé&r be around 150 per annum from 1-46R0,falling to
100 graduates annually in the period from 1380 As late asl 7521886, O'Daygives
figures of 75% alumni listed asetlcs, notingmore significantly, neither university sent

these students inthe new professions or businesses in langabers®® Given the very

57 Jewel,Education in EarlyModern England65; the Scottish Universities atisaussed below.

58 Jewel,Education in EarlyModern Englang65.

59 Hugh KearneyScholars and GentlemeruUniversities and Society in piadustrial Britain 1500170Q (Faber, 1971 30.
60 O'Day, Professions in Early Modern Englan#68;LawrenceStone, The EducationalRevolution in England 1561640,
Past and Present 281964} 53.

61 O'Day, Professions in Early Modern Engldn269; 25% of students hatkrical fathers55% were military or gentrythis
persistene of theseminarian focus might explain Quakebsence from the Universities dgrimuch of the nineted¢m
century.
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small number oQuakeranvolved, their family circumstanceandthe nature andingle

purpose oineducaion for entry tothe establish church, it seemmighly unlikely that

obtainirg an English university degree haithervalue orrelevance for Friendeven hadhe

Test Acts never been in forcAs Kearney stateéby and large the English universitiescd

for the Ancientséthe new Engl andofhoeon® f or wa
Contrasting thelassic gentlemanly values and those of commercial wealth and social

mobility, he concludethe values inculcated in the curriculum were thosdasfsical

civilisation in which the merchant had counted for very liffle.

3.4 Medicine

The College of Physians was established in England under Henry VIII, and can be
considered the first professional body in English Mediéfrieven at the Restoration, tlee
were no medical faculties at either of the two universities in Englaneedhanedical
education wasargely practical for most of the long eighteenth century, whiBa@claims
that n the seventeenth centugyaduate doctors, least of all doctorighwnedical degrees,
were few and far betwe€?? Noel Coley states thatintil the lateeighteenth century there was
no formal medical education available in Londamd demonstrates that private lectures at
hospitals or at private homes had become thmry the second half of the cent§fHe

cites practitioners such as WilliaBaundersaind George Fordyce, Henry Cline (Professor of
Anatomy to the Corporation of Surgeons), Percival Pott (St Bartholomaw)Villiam
Cruikshank (at William Hunter's Musm in Great Windmill Street, one of the few private

medical schools in Londofij Scotand fared little better, and most Scots medical students

62 Kearney, Scholar§ 171

63 Kearney, Scholar§ 172

64 James LAxtell, 'Education and Status in Stuart England: The London PhysiE@mun' Hundred Years of Education
Quarterly, Vol. 10,No. 2 (Summer, 1970 142.

65 O'Day, Professions in Early Modern Englan@13.

56 Noel G.Coley, 'George Fordyce M.D., F.R.S. (17B802): PhysiciaxChemist and EccentridNotes and Records of the
Royal Society of Londoivol. 55,No. 3 (Sep., 2001)398.

67 Coley,'George Fordyce398.
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studied aboard, usually at Leiden, until departmental Chairs were established: Edinburgh
created one for Anatomit705) and Midwifery (1739), while Glasgow made its medicine
chair permanerin 1714°% Until the 1740sScottish university studentsould complete their
studies in the Netherlands, urnthke ris€'during the eighteenth century of the respective
vernaculas for instruction in place of the previously universal L&fiiThe growing

reputaton of Edinburgh may be inferred from the support given by nascent professional
bodieslike the Royal College of Physicigngith the medical school established in 1726 and
thefirst hogital was establisheth 1729 while facilities and faculty in@asedrom the turn

of the eighteenth centur{? by 1754 Edinburgh was the leading medical school in Scoffand.
Theabsolutenumbers receiving DoctoratasMedicine remainediowever, verysmall:

Cantor suggestsventy in the 173082 thenumberhaddoubled in the 1750sand doubled
again before the end of the centifyBy this timeefforts werebeingmade to reduce the
number of degrees grantadabsentiawhile in 1767 Edinhrgh insisted that all students take

three years, of which one must be@sidence in order to gainMastels degre€?

One facet of the medical profession where Quakers would continue to fight throughout the
century was perhaps surprisingly unrelateditber faith or practice: that gbcial class, or
'breeding Bernice Hamilton has described the profession during the period, and notes the
importance of the education of a gentleman, rather than of a physician, as central to success,
quoting a contempary MD:

The character of a physician ought to be that of a gentleniach cannot be
maintained with dignity but by a man of literaturé.a gentleman, engaged in the

68 O'Day, Professions in Early Modern Englantiol.

69 J.WA. Smith,The Birth ofMlodern Education The Contribution of Dissenting Academies 14800,(Independent Press
Ltd, 1959: 67.

70 Cantor,Quakers, Jews and Scian 63-64; O'Day,Professions in Early Modern Englanti1;Chairs in Anatomy (1705),
Midwifery (1739} lecturesm clinical medicindrom 1746

" Coley,'George Fordyce396; and hence also the best in Great Britain.

72 Cantor,Quakers, Jews and Scienéd.

73 Cantor,Quakers, Jews and Sciené#; he notegnore than 1,100y the 183.

74 O'Day,Professions in Early Modern Englant92; noting the da of degrees had become rife.
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practice of physic, be destitute of that degree of preliminary and ornamemtahég
which is requisite.. if he do speak on any subject either stdry or philosophy, is

immediately out of his depth... which is a real discredit to the profe&sion

Quakes appeared to have overcome this, in their interest in pursuing a meaieal The
Quaker context for university qualifications in medicine has beesubject of detailed
research by Geoffrey Cantor, who establishes the first Quaker connection iat1734
Edinburgh when John Fothergill arrived to complete his apprenticaskdp Apothecary.

Two years later (and after taking the oath) he set up as aim M@&nhdon, from which point

he helped as the locus of a network which aided a number of other Quuagass through

the schools Cantor's study notes eight before 1772 witlurther sixtyeight affirmations

until 1867.7® With the small number of analiawards discussed above, Cantor's total figure
suggests that the university would grant a medicait@rate to a Quaker most years, a
statistically significant number in tegof the number of students. Cantor's results are
supported by a review of thmarriage records of London and Middlesex between 1689 and
1826 which describe fifty Quakers as Dostof Physic, Surgeons, Apothecaries, Druggists
or combinations of thesé This is approximately 1% of all those marrying, which suggests a
larger proporton of Quakers were engaged in this profession than in the general population,
where professionals @aswhole made up less than 1% of the population during the gériod.
Taking a&count of the financial barriefsandconsideringhe likely numbers of mageof a
suitable age, it seems safe to conclude that not onijmdityQuakers enter this profession,

but they did so in numbers which weee higher inproportion to their represéation in wider

societythan the norm

5 BerniceHamilton, The Medical Professions in the Eighteenth Centltye Economidistory ReviewNew Series, Vb 4,
No. 2 (1951} 147 citing ThomadNithers, Treatise on the Errors and Defects of MediEducation(York, 1794: page not
cited

6 Cantor,Quakers, Jews and Sciendd, fn.71,0f the 68, Cantor recordbe vast majority' were Quakers

7 Surgem spelled as Chryrgeon also appears; as does a single 'Doctor of Medicine' descripti®®)(in 18

78 See Chamr 2'Occupation’s

79 Cantor,Quakers, Jews and Scienéd; he suggests a student at Edinburgh required bt Bree year's studyor
approximately three to five times an average annual wage.
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3.5 Law

The third profession poses an enyirepposite question to that of medicine: since oaths could
clearly be either takeor avoidedin medicine, why do the Quaker marriage registers sampled
acrosdive regiors from 1660 to 1822 contain no descriptors for lawyers or attorffeys?
Significantly,there are also no Freemen of the Scriveners Company, which held exclusive
rights in conveyaging for London until mieeighteenth centur:. Setting aside the
possibilitythat for some unstated reason, Quadkrneys did not marry, it seems safer to

attempt to find more cogentasos.

Robert Robson positsdistinction between the physical ills as a source of profit for the
medical profession{accepted as the lot of miend) in contrast witlthe lawyer whose
existence was made necessary only by tipeadity of marf? such a distinction may have
also exised in the Quaker mindA more worldlyexplanatiormay be the very small numbers
of those practicing in the profeesis- certainly at the higher levels. William Prestetailed
work calculated the autext for the precivil war period (5907 1639, andfound around @
admitted to the baannualy; even by 1785Prest cites @racticing bar of only 3082 O'Day
has 200@ommon law barristers practicing between 1600 and $6d@jch wouldsuggests
that d the time the Quakers were forminge firofessionvasequallydominated byhe

higher social groupsind miniscule in siz€& In suchexclusivecompany, ay Quaker

presace might be deemed unlikely, regardless ofised for oatb® A Quaker presence

80 Analysis of Marriage database derivednh Digest Regigrs IndexVols. 1-5 (QFHS, 20032012); one solicitor married in
1822, and marriage of an Attorney at Law isoréed in London (1834) and Durhad8@5); for comparison, there were
eight Quaker umbrkl makers married over the same period.

81 See above; twecriveners are recorded, one as a Money Scrivener; neither are described as Citizens or Guildsmen.
82 Robert Rbson,The Attorneyn the Eighteetn Centuy, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 194935.'Attorney!

83 Wilfred Prest|nns ofCourt under Elizabeth & the early Stuarts 158640 (Rowman and Littlefield1972: 28-45, 10;
Prest note42,163 admisions to the Inns of Court,ith 2,138 @lled to the barthoseadmitted to Inns of Court were
overwhelmingof thepeeresquiregentrysodal class

84 O'Day, Professions in Early Modern Englantil4; 200 civil law advocates, practicing in the ecclesidsdivd university
courts, can be excluded.

85 O'Day, Professions in Early Modern Englan@9.

86 O'Day notes a dearth of research into the training of the legal professiothisveeiod (Professions in Early Modern
England 121).
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outside the Innsnight have been more likelymmeongstthe lowerstatusattorneys and
solicitors.Here, amapprentice clerkvas trained under @aractitioner, and wite career
advancement required some social standing, no oaths were required to work asralclerk
afterthe Affirmation Act®’ The best indication for numbers of attorneys entering the
profession over the period comes from the Stampment record$eginning n 1710.

Robert Robsosuggested that by 1728 reforms weeeded in vievof the numbe of
unqualified persons practicingnd theesultant Attorneys and Solicitors Act of

1728 (enforang apprenticeshipg controlentry) required records of payents of apprentice

fees(Figure3.2) 88

Figure 3.2: Apprentice Fees- Legal Profession 17111803%°

Period Area  Number Annual Apprentice Fee Register
<£50 % |[£51-£268
17111714 City 46 15 8 17% 38| PROIR. 1/1
£51-£110
17131713  Country 19 10| 2 11% 17| PROIR
£51-£400
, PRO I.R.
17521754  City 241 121| 82 34% 159 110
£51-£300
PRO I.R.
17501754  Country 108 36| 38 35% 70| 151
£51-£300
, PRO I.R.
17991802 City 380 127| 65 17% 315| 129
£51-£551
17991802  Country 66 17| 4 6% 62| Fio R

Robson concldedthat'many men of hutnle birth and modest means could become
attorneys'whichdoes not seem entirely supported by thita®® Alongsidethe very low

annual numbers irhe registersited, theapprentice feesecordedaresubstantially higher

87 The 1728 act (2 Geo 1123) required oaths on apprenticeship; affirmation was securely in pldd9By
88 Robson,Attorney, 52-58; data reproduced Figure4.2.

89 Robson 'Attorney, 55-59.

9 Robson 'Attorney, 59.
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thanmostfor the period®® suchfeeswere between £5 and £10, with some tsadgularly
making no charg® It seems safer to conclude that while numbers of attorneys continued to
rise, those of the poor evenmiddling sortwould need thequivalent oseveralyear's wages

in handto enter thisprofession.This reality regardindgegal education may be infexd from a
contemporary observation on the relationship between appreatidéheir legal mastes,

who:

consider nothing else than the sums they are to have with-tbeentwo orthree
hundred pounds are giveihe takes lile care of his master's buess, and the master
as little to instruct him in the mystery of his professidn.

Jewel states that the Inns of court had effectively the complete monopoly of common law
professionagualifications, and while providing no supision or teaching, nor tesf

aptitude, required a minimum of attendance and participation racatemic activities such
as dining while commanding annual fees of between £30 an#f f/26bson sees these
ingtitutions decaying by the eighteenth cent@ymembership of an Inn ibondon became
increasingly pointless' to the large numbers practicing outside th&Citgig Horletakes a
view thatQuaker beliefs were fundamentally antithetical to thedawtstood claiming that

'by the end of their fst decade of existence, kershad developed a collective set of
principles which threatened the foundation of the Engdéiglalsystem® While Quakers
certainlyopenlychallengé proceduresit is easier tdind evidence fohis more moderate

claimthat

91 See Chaptes 'Education and Apprenticeshlgsr discus®n on fees; Chapter Tollective financefor Quaker practice.

92 Evidence for this consefrom the fees associated with more than 220 trades, as ligge@eneral Description of All
Tradesdigested in alplabetical orde, (T. Waller, 1747) a compendion published in 1747 in order that 'Parents, Guardians
and Trustees may with greater Easel Certainty, make choice of trades;atd¢abular extract of key data is presented in
Appendk B; only four apprenticeships fees would appear to be substantiglhehi{namely those of Chemist, Merchant,
'‘Sopemen, and Salters).

93 Robson,Attorney, 58; citing 'Stows Survey of London', ed., John Strype (1755): Vol. Il, 559.

94 Jewel,Education in EarlyModern Ergland, 121-123.

9% Robson,Attorney, 52-58.

9 Craig C. Horle, The Quakers and the English Legal Syst&®0-1688, (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press,
1988): 16; curiously, Horls work does not acknowledge the detailed earlierards by N.C.Huntdrawn uporhere in
Chapter 4.
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Even after the millenari an aspedsioft ement an
Quakerism had died awayéandftetdfnomthémodchus o f
to London and its environs, Friends still reneirbound by lavbreaking

testimonies”

Horle sees the Quakers as fighting the tyrannytlod law,and (asoted in Chapter 4 below)
deploying legal means to do so when effectiide citesa recommendation froifi.ondon)

Y earlyMeetingin 1682 that Quartér Meetings obtain access to tB&atutes atargefor

‘better & more easy understanding when they are prosecuted & suffer in person & estate,
contraryto law,®® and notes the use sympathetidegal counsel to pragle opinions on

ca®s, which were recoedl and shared by LYMowever his inventoryof lawyersdoes not
include members of the Societyhich would seem teupport theabsence of Friends in the

profession-®

Perhapsmotherexplanation fotheabsence of Friends from the lower ends of the psaias
is the avaricious reputation $ practitioners, expressed the idea thathe'Common lawyer
is bred only upon the pursé@® The reputation of lawyers was undoubtedly low within the
professiontself. An anonymous attorney writing in 1707 statesld was an excessive
number, who

do a 1000 knavish Things for Bread, and become common Nudartted Part of the
Country they live in, and generally deserve Hanging more than Highveay as has
often been declared by the Justice Hales, and othéat 1@ convict one Barretovas

moreService to the Public, than to hang an hundred Féf8ns.

97 Horle, 'Qualers and th&nglish Legal Systeml6; see discussion on Discipline in Chapter 4.

9 See his chapter onu@ker Legal Defence, Horlignglish Legal Systenil87-254.

9 Horle,'Quakers and thEnglish Legal System179.

100Horle," Quakers and thEnglish Legal Systerh 188; see also his Appendix2awyers Consulted or Utilized by Friends
16601690 285291.

101 ThomasPowell The Attornels Academy(Printed for Benjamin Fisher, 1623ntroduction.

102 An Attorney, Proposals Humbly Offed'to the Parliament foRemedying the Great Charge and Delay of Suits at Law and
in Equity, (Norwich: Henry Cosgrovegl707): 12; a later seHexplanatorywork was entitledAnimadversions upon the present
laws ofEngland: or, An essay to render thenore useful and less experesto all His Majesty's subjects. To which is added,
a proposal for regulating the practice, and reducing the numbers of attosuillisjtors, &c' c., with a supplement, humbly
submitted tdhe serious consideration of bothuses of Parliamen{Printedfor M. Cooper 1750).
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There is strong evidence that Quakers, from the start, were minded to share these views on the
profession Fox was unequivocaasearly as 1659

Let all the lawsof Englandbe brought into a knowtongue, that every Countryman

may plead his own cause, without Attorney or Counsellor, or for money. Let men that
fear God and hate covetousness decide anthamgs among People in all places, and
let none do it for moey and reward. Let it never be hadesteem among you, and

away with the caymnen, and coysen (as they are called) and thirty shillings and
twenty shillings, and ten groat fees, and this opoes that makes people pay eight
pence a sheet, for not almfifteen lines. So away with ahése Counsellors, that will

not tell men the Law, a few words, without twenty, or ten, or thirty shillings, which is

a great oppressiof

As Braithwaite noteghis work is strongly Puritanical in its condemnatioritbe prolixity of
legal processes, thaknown tongues made use of, the exactions of law{¥rFhe 'Fifty-

Nine' particulars contain many more detailed suggestions as to how laws may be remedied
including‘justice without money®® Importantly, these inatlecalls for the abolition othe
sinecure'Office for Profit, essentiallythe nascent civil service driven by perquisites and sold
for harvesting by the crown to the highest biddemirour Allowing Fox to have influence

in this matter as in other ®yavalues within the movementhisindicatesnegative Quaker
attitudes towards office holdirfgom the Societg formation andit seemshighly likely that
boththe perquisite and thkegalprocessvere alwaysegardeds in need of reform. It may be
thatlaw was regardedlike preachingas something that should be open to all men, and

without cost, rather than a desirable calling from which to nrakigidual finandal gain1®’

103 George FoxTo the Parliament of the Comatdealth [sic] of England. Fifty nine particulars laid down foetregulating

things, and the taking away of oppressing lgavgl oppressors, and to ease tppressed. / By G,RPrinted fa Thomas

Simmons 1659) Particular#14.

104 Braithwaite,Second Periods58, and fn.3.

105 Fox, 'Fifty Nine', passim on-going particulars @mand the abolition of Quaker obligations for sfieaihurch rates

including tithes, and their exemption from hat honand other causes cbntempt

106 Curiously, tvo of thesesinecure 'offices of profit' remaithe Crown Stewak and Bailiff of the Chiltern Hundredand

the Manor of Northsteado be 'acceptetby parliamentarians wishing to resign.

107 Compare Rufugmes Studies in Mystical ReligiongMacMillan, 1909) 317 on ministers'it was an element dhe first
importance that he tooknopayn ad none of the mar kismé&f a "professional" al
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Evidence hat sucha view persistets the noted absence of descriptorsldavyers or

attorneysan any of themarriage registers for more than six thousand marriages recorded over
the periodexamined®® Certainly thereformist' agenda comiied to be widely held

throughout thgeriod both by those outside and inside the protessvith evidencefor a
persistent Quaker desire to distance the movement from the practice of law in England
abundant in the Discipline. In the decade following FBXty-Nine, a substantial number of
Advices directedFriends to avoid using lawyers dret law tosettledisputesthe earliest
contained in the advices on Sufferings, which from 1675 statesneeting doth not enjoin

or advise any friends, in sufferings for our Christian testimonies, to take a course at law for
remedy! 1% A year later a AdvicecautionsThat friends be careful of entangling themselves
in law, because of some small irregularity in the proceedifigdver time, attitudes within

the Society appear to have hardened against the use of law in disputes: while those on
Arbitration orignate inthe 1690s, that of 1696 actually forbids Friends to go tondtveach
other!!! Almost half a century laternaAdvice urges that Friendsither than contend at law'
use such meansven with those not of our persuastéfOne instance a® why may be

foundin the records of the Upperside Meeting in Buckinghamsafterrelationschallenged

in Chancery degacyof fifty poundsleft to the Societythe Meeting reviewdthe stuationin
1685 to findthat only £18 8. 6d. remairedafterdeductions of legafees!!® Such Advice

would seem to indicate thptofessinghe practiceof law was unwelcome within Society o
Friends,n contrast to the practice of Friends, which was not to give rise to breaches in the

law - unless it be for those relmus scruples already sanctioned by the Society itsek. Th

108 Analysis of Marriage database derived from Digest RegistelexIVok. 1-5, (QFHS, 20032012.

109 Extracts, 181Sufferings (#1).

110 Extracts, 181Sufferings (#2).

111 Extrads, 5 'Arbitration’ (#2).

112 Extracts 6 'Arbitration’ (#3).

113 Beatrice Saxo®snell,Upperside Monthly Meeting (Society of Friends : 1-48%7:Buckinghamshire, E., The minute
book of the monthlsneeting of the Society ofiends for the upperside of Buckinghamshire, 16690,(High Wycombe
[Buckinghamshire]: Printed for the RecsrBranch of the Buckinghamshire Archaeological Society, 1950-151; of the
remaining moity £5 was subsequentfgund to have beelentto apoor Friend on bond, thesritten offl
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shown by Alvices on Civil Government from 1692nsistingFriends always stay within the
law, living inoffensively under the governméntBy 1730, the lawabiding nature of the
Society was empheed:

we therefore think ourselves obliged earnestly to advise friends, that they be
paticularly careful to behave with alutifulness and gratitude; and especially to
discountenance every indecent mark of dissatisfaction in word or writing, relating to

the government®®

Thus the Society not onljeclinedto participate in the profession of law, they urged Friends
who found themselves at odds with itadbitrate, omaccept the consequences, rather than
engagen legaldisputeunless unavoidabl&o centrhis this philosophy it seems difficult not
to corctlude that a desire to avoid the legal sysiiits entiretypervaled the Society of
Friends throughout the period@ihis view was widely heldDefoés Essay on Divinity, Law

and Physiattacks all threempfessionsbhut the pecuniary obsession of thgal foremost:

But can any Gentleman pretend that the Ends ofcéustay not be answered, that the
Differences of the Subject may not be ended, without the amazing tedious Forms
through which Parties are nabliged to pass, and the excessive Expensesitth

they are liable. In the Case of a poor Felon, who eithend&goney to hire Lawyers,

or of whom a Lawyer, if hired, cannot expect so much as a second Fee, his Life and
Death is determined sooner, andewer Hours, than a Matter of twenty Shifjs

coming into Westminster, which still dropping Fat to the Lawyeguires Months,
perhaps Years, to bring it to an Isstfe

Robsonconcursconcludng’pr of essi onal men were mgarsel y pa
were subject to almost universal abuse of satirists, ..they were quacks and pettifoggers, [who]

exploited thenysteries of their craft for their own ends’

114 Extracts, 16Civil Governmenit(#3).

5 Extracts, 17Civil Governmenit(#4).

116 Defoe,General Description of Tradegxix-Xxx.
117 Robson 'Attorneys, 134-5.
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This hostility of the Disciplingowards the legal systenwhile notall law - would natwally
lead to the furtherance of a situation where Friends lackeactigation for developing a
commercialegalpractice TheAdvices simultaneously encouraged #eady noted desire
for internal trading relationshipandpromotedarbitration,which reducedthe opportunites

for Friends to go to lawyhile simultaneously dimiishing the financial prospects of Friends
desirous of serving their community in a legal capadigkenall together, tiis argued that

for Friends during theeriod practicingthe lawas aprofessionvassimply unattractive

3.6 Chapter Summary

During the late seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, the occupations subsequently designated
as'professions' must be understood to have existed in a very different forthahamto

which theyemerged over the following centurig§. Specialist education, legislation, the

formation of regulated bodies, relevant admission criteria, licenses to practise based upon
competencewere absenit althoughthe potential for significant finaid rewards and

associated social statu@renascentin 1737*° Henry Fieldingsummed up the

contemporary view:

Religion, law and physick were design'd

By heaven the greatest blessings on mankind;

But priests and lawyers and physicians made
These general goods €ach a private trade;

With each they rob, with each they fill their purses,

And turn our benefits into our cursk8

It is not unreasonable to conclude tQatakers, along witthe populace in generaawsuch

practitioners through a lens which refracttdeastsomeof thesenegative attributes.

118 All the attributes which have come to &ssociated with professionalism were lacking, while those measures which would
promote the existence of an effective profesal body were only just beginning to evol{gee O'DayProfessbnsin Early
Modern Englandconcluding chapter).

119 Just ahead of the Lord Chamberlai$ which would stifle much theatrical criticisthd(Geo 11, cap xxvii

120 Henry Fielding,'Pasquin'IV:V.
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With respect to oathgdditionalevidencecan be foungbrincipally from the Livery

Companiesand the medical records of Edinburgh Universititich suggesthat Quakers

before the Affirmation Act of 1696 had w@ned positions which nominally required oath

taking- either by offering a bond, or by submitting to the necessary oAffitex. this Act,the
Quakers had a more or less acceptabtef wordswhich effectively removed this barrier to

any wishing to stdy medicine, join the City Corporations, or become articled clerks at law.
There remained both financial and social bariiemeveloping @ommerciallysuccessful

practice in all field, as exemplified by a widely held view amongst the College of Pagsici

that a successful medical man required the education of a gentleman. That this view was not
held outside that body woulthpear to be upheld by the ewecreasing number who

practieed outside its Fellowship.

There is much evidence that Quakers gamedbership in a large majority of London
Corporations, and were represented inntust powerful Livery Companies. Quaker urder
representation as Office Holders has been suggestedhebexplanation for this may lie

equally with avoidance as with discimation. Quakers also played a role in the development

of medical practice throughothe century, and not least the professionalising of its
representative bodies. That Quakers wergemtesented in the Clergy has long been

accepted, for the reasonsttBach activity had no utility for the Society of Friendsich

practice being cdrary to their beliefs. This research suggests that their absence from the law
may be subject to a silar explanation. Certainlyt would appear that the traditional

explanation of the oath as a barrier is difficult to sust&in.

121 Compare Queitt Skinner:'It cannot logically be a corceappraisal of any agestction to say that he failed to do
something unless it is cletirat hedid have, and even could have, the intention to try and petfatacion.’; in Quentin
Skinner,'Meaning and dderstanding in the History of Ideadistory & Theory,(1969): 8; this might suggest further
research into thabsence oflégal' Quakersrbm the marriage records
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4 ORI GI NPRROTOEE SCI PLI NE

This thesis argud®r a connection between the values of the Society of Friendsharearly
commercial success of its membership: this chapter looks at tfie anidpracticeof those
values as representedtire Societis Discipline. While it is generally agreed that the purpose
of Quaker discipline was to provide guidance rdfiecthe corporate values of the Society,
the prevailing academic consensus hanlibat there was a single set of rules emanating
from the Londa administrational apparatisr the purpose of enforcingniformity and

order. This chapter argues that instead of this monolithic central control of enforced rules,
Friends were for a pericaf over seventfive years subject to varying degrees of
enforcement of varying rules which developed geographically and ahawgetime, even
after the first collected advice€omparison of early eighteertientury manuscript versions
of the Disciplne, both in and daide London, suggests bothriation and changes in
emphasis which may be inferred from the date and quanititew AdvicesThe chapter first
gives an overview of the literatutdien goes on to consideére origins of the Advicessa set

of assortedlocal texts containing guidelines on how to live in accordance with tloeey's
values.Third comes arexplorationof the histoical process by which the extracts came to be
controlled, developed and reproducéahurtiy, the chapteanalyseghe Advices to identify
those having amfluence upon commercial activitigviewedsequentially by headings

Fifth, the mechanism of Bcipline is reviewed, establishing a common probgsshichthe
Societysought to impose its regulatigradong with a detiled examinatiorf the surviving
evidence frontontemporary minutes of the Socieynda survivingDisciplinaryrecord book
from the period A final section examines the implications of this evidefit® chapter
concludes thafor thepeiriod under consideration, Quaker Discipline was administered in a
nuanced manner designed to retain member#hapthis was a deliberate consequence of the

intention of those advising to exercise as much tolerance as was compatible with preserving
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the reputation of the Sociefythatin consequence of this lattéihe Advices contaireein the
Discipline wereconsonant with good business practice, and inciderdedigted a secular

utility of membership

4.1 Overview

The pervading academic position accep#t that the Quaker Discipline was a monolithic set
of rules which gradually emngedfrom the Yearly Meeting at London in the last quarter of the
seventeenth century, and evolved in accordance with the deliberations of that central body
over the course dhe eighteenth. This belief shapes the wider understanding of the origin of
the Disdpline that would govern the lives of Quakers across the Atlantic world, and thus
places London Yearly Meeting squarely in the centre of a uniform Discipline on botlokides
the Atlantic for the duration of theighteenth centuryWilliam Braithwaite's histories of

early Quakerism identify the components of what would later become codified, but having
recognised the importance of tHeormation of the Book of Extracts' layheading in the table

of contents, he dismisses the topic in less traiapage? without considering the period
before 1738 or thenpactof local advices kept by subsidiary Meetings. His claim thatich

of the counsel which had behind it the edijudgment of the Church was issued by the
Yearly Meeting in its epitles'stands without his customary supporting evidereenatter of
more concern since Rufus Jones cites this page as his key source of information on the
subject® Jonesstateghat eghteenth century Quaker Elders and Overseacsncabsolute

rues to guide them, but there slowly accumul
However, Is claim that the Book of Discipline wésthing of almost unconscious growth’

and thatNo individual or even committe€enade' it' was refuted by theork of DavidJ. Hall,

1 The concept of the Book of Extracts endungthin the Society of Frieds: the 1994ule book, termed 'Quaker Faith &
Practicels described as 'The Book of Christian Discipline of the Yearly Meeting of the Society of F(rad®(s) in Britain'.

2 Braithwaite,Second Period377.

3 JonesTheLater Periods142.

4 JonesThe LaterPeriods 132; the first Book of Extracts wds38.
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who in his short review of thiérst' (1738) centrallyauthorised Book of Extracts, records that

this Discipline was the product of a commissioned abstract of Advices from the LYM

epistles, submitted to Yearly Meetifay review before being reérred to the Meeting for

Sufferings for final scrutiny. Hall suggested that before this, clerks of subordinate meetings
would have collected together important epistles and minutes, noépgvere formally

encouraged to do so (in Yearly Mites of 168@&nd again in 1691), and that the practice of
keeping abstracts of such Advices is indicated by regional meeting minutes (instancing a book
purchased expressly in 1701 for that purpdS&)eactual content of these local books of
extractshave benlargelyneglected, except as a source of quotations to support various
claims,while Jones illustratesnepossible reason for the persistence ofdingormity’

principle byregularly deploying ta word'discipline’ without definition or explation.

Recent historians have followed this trend, and focused on the incidence of discipline rather
thedevelopmentJack D. Marietta's study of Quaker reformed discipline rathmorisingly
devotes less #n half a page to iterigins and purpse’, while the books themselves, their
content and nature, are not considered &t atirdan Landes' discussion of the nature of the
transAtlantic world considers administratiopyblications of Friends' books, arnhe

travelling ministry as mechanism$ communication of the Quaker values, but nowhere
considers either the nature or effecbobks of Advices, Extracts, or Discipline on the
formation of thatearly modern community' Other writers have promotele uniformity

principle across a broad canvas: in his formative study of western Atlantic commercial
Friends, Fredrick Tolles acknowledges the existenceéBda@k of Discipline' and makes a

handful ofreferences to it, yet also without distinguishingakhbook or whei. Similarly,

5 David JHall, 'Christian and Brotherly AdvicesThe Friends' Quarterly(July, 1981): 50&.

6 Jack D. Maietta, The Reformation of American Quakerism 1-B888(Philadelphia: University of PennsylvaniPress, 1994
4.

7 JordanLandes,London Quakers in the Trandétlantic World, The Creation of an Early Modern Commurgalgrave
Macmillan, 2015)

8 Tolles Meeting House an@ountingHouse 58-59, 94,12, 137.
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Sarah @abtree makes several references to discipline without discussion of origin, the diverse
nature, or historical evolution of the booksestractshemselve: as for many, her Quakers

find discipline typically somethinganguishing' ofwaning',or a tool through which

'reformers strove to enforce' order, a warnintpéeksliders®. Crabtree promotes a particular
view of Discipline in pursuit of purityThis must be contrasted with that purpose stated by

Fox and othex in the earliest periodwhere discipline isised ashe source of Unity.

At the heart of all early Disciplines imposed by the Quakers can be found this common desire
for the preservationfdJnity within the Society of Friends. It accompanied the initial
eschatological perspectivé Friends, who saw in their worship the path to a new world in

which all would be convinced® At thistime, Advices centred on ensuring Friends drew the
'disorderly' back into the fold'carried on their backs', if need HeOnly as the vision oKing

Jesus faded did the second and subsequent generation of Friends adapt their disciplines into a
'hedge' to preserve the uniqueness ofggbeuliar people' &m worldliness, and in so doing,
ushered in the period known as Quieti€nvet the central pynose of these seifposed

rules, even in the early eighteenth century, remained Unity. The drift towards discipline as a
power for purity would not take hold tinthe passing of the next generation, towards the

middle of theeighteath century, and undehe flag ofreformation’. Discipline, whether for

Unity or for Purity, addressed the same faultdiforderly walking'. In timedisorderly'

would increasigly be defined solely by reference to the potential damage to the derpora

9 Sarah @abtree Holy Nation: The Tranatlantic Quaker Ministry in an Age of RevolutjgChicago:University of Chicago
Press2015: 36, 37, 71

10 Seethe paper written by Fox in January 1669, begintirignds in Life and Deatlfiellowship must be in the spritard
ending'go to visit them all that have beeonvinced from house to hoydkat if it be possible you may not leave a hoof in
Egypt: and so every on®@ged the lost sheep and bring him home on your back to the gien inBeck and BallLondon
Friends London Friends47-52; also printedby adverse hands) as: [s.iChmons andnstitutions drawn up and agreed upon
by the General A&mby or Meeting of the heads of the Quakers from all parts of the kingdom at theifiNmtre in Grae-
churchstreet in or about January 1668/9 ; GeorgexHieing their presiden{1669).

11 Beck and BallLondon Friends52.

12 Quakers durig theQuietist period are considered to have been following the advice in Deuteronomy 27:1, to pdth kee
and protect their testimonies; the wording for thimiguard/hedge about with thorns (from \'shamay; see Dandelion,
'‘Quakerism 6, 77;'pecuiar peopléis the KJV translatiofrom Deuteronomy 14:3vhatsomenow term'holy nation.
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reputation of the &iety, rather than consequences for the individual, but the common
purpose of protecting the Society underlies all Quaker Disciplines; this was a product of the
corporatéetestimony' of Friends to have a single standard of truthy fbich deviations,

either in word or deed, would leave the Society vulnerable to accusations of hypocrisy.

4.2 Early Advices

Braithwaite identified the first attempt to describe theegahprinciples by which Quakerism
would govern itself as thEpistlefrom the meeting of Elds at Balby®® written in

November 1656, and both quickly and widely emulated. At this formative stage Advices were
not even to be considered as binding onriuteriends: Braithwaite notesfane warning

against the invasion of trdin' in a letter fron Durham Friends to the General Meeting in
Kendall* By 1660, the practice appears to have been established whereby representatives
from all parts of the countrgathered to discuss matters of church business, with London
increasinglyused as the primary rating place from 1661 Braithwaite uses a letter of
Edward Burroughs to describe its purpd$be proper work and service of the Meeting is for
the wellordering of the affairs of Truth in outward things, among the body of Friandis,

that a general eword and assent may be among the ancients of'théfox created an
extended disciplinby 1669 and acollection of Advicesvas published under the title

‘Canons andinstitutions' by Quaker opponents that year, with a condemnatefiyce

outlining their'Ridiculous and infamous' regiméAvoiding articles of faith, the document
aims to restore those who erred by redeemisgrderly persons who h&gbne from the

Truth', (ncludingby marrying before the priest, wearing hats whearfespray, or following

13 Hamm, Quaker Writings64-68.

14 Braithwaite,Beginnings of Quakeris829; see footnote; he records simiatsof Advices arising frona meetingin 1659
of Friendsfrom four countiegKent, Sussex, Surregnd Hampshirg and othersBeginnings of Quakerisi314-316).

15 Braithwaite,Beginnings of Quakerisr333, 337.

16 Braithwaite,Beginnings of Quakerisr340.

17 Fox, 'Canong unpaginated prefac¢hose behind the printirig 1669were clearly averse to Fox.
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'the old rotten principles of the Rantef§")Major sections advised on: Marriage, Remarriage
(including finance); Slagter; Railing; Cheating by borrowing; Poor relief; Arbitration; Tithes;
Sufferings; Children; Buryingirounds;Registeing births, marriages, and burials.

Significantly in terms of continuity, Advices would continue to be issued under similar
headings in ta first collection prepared centrally by the Society of Friends in 1#8&ed

most were retained in the iswon d 1783 The challenge of theseanons' arose, in
Braithwaite's judgement, frofa mass of wholesome though tedious advice’; to be
admiristered by Friends who were (potentially & relatively) spiritually unenlightéhdthe
precise form and natudd this administration remained, in the last quarter of the seventeenth
century, at the discretion of the Monthly or Quarterly Meetings thees#| By the 1670s,

the convention had arisen that the Yearly Meeting in London would not only record the
deliberatiors of representatives in minuted form, but also issue an annual Epistle to each
Quarterly (regional) and Monthly Meetiggwhich offeredadditional Advices on specific
concerns of the meeting. The transmission mechanism(s) does not appear to have been
subjct to much research, but the-catalogued fontClerk of Doncastef® contains epistles,
Advices, letters and other papers from Balfbignthly Meetings for the period 1675760,

from whichcomponentshe process of formation of early discipline niegyreconstructed.
Amongst the surviving documents are manuscript copies of London Yearly Meeting Minutes

from 1695 and 1698. The formsets out Advices under twelve numbered sections:

1. Concerning Marriages of Kindred

2. Concerning Contracts in and taivlage;

3. Concerning men and women Meetings;

4. eésighing groaning & singing in ye Chu
5. Concerning our Testimony agt Tythes;

18 Beck and BallLondon Friends47, 49.

19 Braithwaite,Second Period?59.

20This is digussed in the sectidRurpose of Disciplifigbelow.

21 The Epstles are designated in the Exteaas Written (WE) or printed (PE). Both appear throughueiperiod; the earliest
PE noted is Marriage (1690), the latest 1799 (Convinegsd®s); W.E. ezt from 1675.

2 TEMP MSS 298 (1693760) Folders (2/1; 2/2; &) (LSF).

103



6. Concerning our open Testimony or Publick Meeting in Times of Suffering;

7. Concerningé Test i DisondgrlyWalk€rs;nde mnati on
8. Our Judgement agt Contptilble Names given agt us;

9. Concerning expounding marriages;

10. Concerning Disputes;

11. Concerning Trading;

12. Of Friends Ancient Testimony agt ye Corrupt Fashions and ye Language of the
World;

Comparing these (and Advices within) to those reearth the manuscript Yearly Meeting
Minute book reveals they are a complete copy, including signatdfiésnuscripts in the
fond contain marginalia suggesting that these copies were sent by a postal aenjpeof
the 1697Yearly Meeting Advices' r'm London Clerk Benjamin Bealing, is signed by one
Thomas Hammond and addressed on the obvef§hdmas Aldam att Warnsworth' with the
request thafThe Postmaster at Doncaster is Desired to send thioas Blrected, PostPaid

2%, (seeFigure4.1)?*

23 Yearly Meeting Minuted6721693; Vol. 1 as are th second complete set of minutes from 1698.
24 For Thomas Aldam see Chapter 2.
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Figure 4.1: Obverse of copy of Advices signed B.B. 1697 Balby Pap@rs

Figure 4.2: Marginalia from Thomas Hammond on copy of Yearly Meeting Advices

1697°

From the marginaliaRigure4.2), Hammond makpave been present irondon, or he may

have been in York! Certainly he copied then circulated the Yearly Meeting Epistle on behalf
of his Quarterly Meeting. Beyond helping to establish the mechanism of communication of
Advices, the Dncaster Fond contarstrong evidence diie source and nature of diversity in

Discipline amongst Monthly Meetings, indicated by the existence of multiple Advices

25TMP MSS 298 (LSF).

26 TMP MSS 298 (LSF).

27 He writes ' of y¢ 5" Month 1697: Dffriend; | here send a copf y¢ Yearly Meeting Paper of Advéss in haiste | rest thy
ffriend Thos: Hammondhe cause for this haste is rmptparent
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